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THE COMMERCOIAL

Favors Evee Trade.

*There are intimations that the importance
of moro intimate commercial relations botween
this country and Cavada is appreciated by tho
present Administration, and has already ro-
Tho ceived tomo consideration from it.”
destruction of the commercial barriers
between the two pations and the oruation of .
great and active market would be an immeass
commercial achievement, ard as a political
stroke would rival if not surpass the Louisiana
purchase. On our sido of the line the greatest
obstacle to moro intimate commercial relations
with tho Dominion is to bs found io tho belief
that while Canada would be a dosirable maiket
for our manufactored goods, she would pour
across the boundary crude produsts to an ex-
tent that would drive American farmers out of
their busipess, The American farmers’ fear of
Canadian competition has been played on for
years by politicians, and yet year after year
Canada goes on buying more of our agricultural
products than wo buy of hers, and our farmers
do not discover that Canade is tho second or
third best customer we have.

]t was oven deemed necessary for the far.
meor to oxclude Cauvadian barley and eggs three
years ago in singular oblivion to the immense
quantities of corn, wheat and provisions which
Canada annually buys from us, In the fiscal
year 1802 the breadstuffs sold in Canada
cmounted to $11,401,494, while the amount we
bought of her was only §3,673,843, a condition
of trade that ought to mako the American fae-
mer content to see the barriers somewhat re.
duced, if not entirely removed. The only two
large items in our breadstuff imports from
Capada were wheat and barley, both of special
varicties, grown little or not at all here, and
imported because of their quality, and not be.
causeof their cheapness. 'I'he wheat and tlour
we sold Canada were worth pearly seven mil
lion dollars, the corn nearly two millions and
the rye over two millions.

‘*Much greater was the disparity between
our exports and imports of provisions. Of pro-
visions, dairy products and eggs we sold to
Canada §4,443,076, and bought of Canada
$595,891 worth, Of all the items in this sched-
ule, the only one of which we imported any

.considerable quantity from Canada was eggs.
All the provisions we bought of Canada amount.
ed to less than $57,000, and the butter and
cheese woe bought were less than 827,000, while
the quantity we sold was worth 1,237,910.
In the matter of vegetables and seeds, the trade
was more nearly even, but the balance in our
favor was about $200,000. The aggregate of
all these food articles oxported by us to Cavada
in 1892 was $16,855,054, while the amount im-
ported from Canada was only $5,079,615. And
yet the farmers along our northern frontier
have been told till many of them believe it that
Canadian competition would ruin them. Itis
mainly this mistaken notion that, as toour
people, prevents a commercial arrangement
that would be of great value to us and of in.
calculable value to Canadu,”—New York Com-
mercial Bulletin,

Rise and Pall of Tallow.

‘There have been such fluctuations in the
prices of hogs products, and such movementsiz
related insterests of all kinds, as to make it
worth while to our readers to inquiro into the
inwardness of theso matters, Of courae, it was
not necessary to learn that there had been a
geaeral and unusual advance in pork and lard,
in bams and bacon, for the well knowan reason
that the hog crop of 1892 was very shoit, so
generally short that even the vast and compen-
sating sweep of production, which in our coun-
:{y often equalizes market, did not in this case
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Bav why did tallow and other products of
the fatty kinds o closely sympathize with all
the incidents of the hog market? WWas there
o short supply of cattle and sheep? Inquiry
does pot establish the fact of a short supply,
either loral or general in these. How then i3

the very unusual riso in tallow, 43 to 83c, or
nearly 10 per cent., and its return dowanward
to 56 to bo accounted for?

The answor comes from two sources. Frat,
on account of the failure of the farmers to furnish
the usual supply of porkers, for various roasous,
such as discases in tho herds of swino, the more
profitable murkoting of their corq, ¢t1., and an
increased demand for fatas in preparation of
vcompound lard” aud other articles in which
the proportion of lard usually fouod coased to
appear, indeed, became *'small aad beaatifully
less.” ‘This increased use of fats as a sabstitue
for lard, both legitimato sud otherwise, ao.
conats largely for the increased demnnd and
the consequent upward tendescy in prices.
But this dces not explain the matter fully.
L'o get at tho entire sccret iv wounld be nec-
estary to know all about the accond cause,
speculation.

The supply of n cortain leading pinduce is
short, and apeculation and enterprise are on
the alert to win a harvest from this and
other field® Mouey is to ho made, and who
shall make it * and how shall it be majo?
aro the questions of intereat to the broker,
the manufacturer, tha jobber and the retail.
er, not to mention tlo army of consumers.

So, while tho supply of cattle, sheep, ate., is
acknowledged to have been about normal, the
shortage in hogs increased the demand for oth-
er products, and this gent up tho prices. Then
speculation did its best in manipulating for
profit, and still higher prices resulted. Now
the retail dealer and the consumer come io
with their imgortant part to play and pay.
Soap goes higher becauso makers use tillow.
People complaia at the chavge from old
prices and fail to find the hidden cause, une.
less the dealer can take time to find out for
himself, and then Iaboriously to explain to
aveary customer, Woll, tallow has been way up
for theso and other reasons. Ve have eaten
more of it than we p-obably were aware, and
now it is sinking to its normal vatue. The les-
sons of the tallow market are not very differ-
ent from that of other products which from
time to timo become compansating elements in
manufacture and trade. -Uommercial Enquirer.

Mending Fivebrick.

Thera ave very few housawives, remarks the
New York Trihune, who know that a simple
cement may be made at home which will
successfully join broken firobrick so that they
may be used for years. There are few things
more unsatisfactory than modern fire linings.
The bricks are easily cracked, and last buc a
few months, while in other cases they are
often in use for years. It is & great mistake
to allow tho firebrick to get in bad order.
There is au iron plate back of the firebrick in
every stove, but tnis is eadily burned through,
and it costs a large sum to replace it.  There-
fore, it is a matter of moment whenever there
is & crack in the firebrick of the stove, and
it should be mended at once, or the broken
brick should Le replaced.

The cement to mend thess bricks consists
simply of powdered soapstone, which may be
procured of a druggist, mixed with au even
quantity of common salt and wet to a.paste
with water. This hardens very rapidly after
it is put on, and, as the saap+tono is proof,
it is lasting. Do not substitute powdered
pumico stone or rotien stone for iv, as they
will not last as long as soapstone, though vari-
ous thiogs, c¢ven sifted ashes, may be mixed
with salt in this way, to form a temporary ce.
meot io case of emergoncy.  Some psople pre-
fer to line their stoves with pottsr's clay in.
stead of brick, and it is said to auswer the
purpose very well,

Watts & Co., Bravtford, Ontatio, agents for
Maple Leaf canned salmon, quote $4.70 f.0.b.
coast, This is 20 cents higher thin Horse Shoe.
Thoey state that they will not meet the lower
prices quoted by other packers as thsy have
sold the bulk of their pack to England,

Minnesota Oanal Project.

The Now York Engincering News eays:—
¢ Tho Minnosota Canal Compacy has been in-
corporated in St. Paunl, Minnesota, with a
capital of $20,000,000, ‘Tho a‘lsged purposc of
the company is to build a canal botween the
Miesiaaippi river and Dulath, deep onough to
permit light draft boats loading at Buffalo,
Now York, to uaload at St Paul. Thoy say
the present cost of transporting n ton of anthra
cite coal from Baflsio is 81.80, and thoy thit
they can redace this to 80:. Tho schems, how
ever, is vory much in the air, as yot.” The
Engincering and Mining Journal says :—** Not
only do the maintonance aad imptovement of
existing water lines find more advocates, but
plans for the construction of new omes meot
with favorable considerntion. 7The ship canal
frora the lakes to the Hudson; the Hennepin
canal, which is to cunaect Lake Michigan with
the Missis«ippi, and the proposed ship cabals
from New York to Philadelphia, from Balti-
more to the sea, and froon Norfolk sovthward,
have all been referred to at diffarent times, and
come within the list of probabilities,”

Alberta Stock Ranges..

Ever siuce settlers began coming into South.
ern Alberta, and lands bogan to be required
for railway g-auts, there has been trouble with
the ranch owners, who dislike the prospeot of
surrendericg their leases aud thus reducing the
aren of their ranges. Ssveral inneffectual at.
tempts were made to reach n settlement of the
qusttion upon an equitable basis, but one aftor
apothec failed. Upon Ministor Daly’s recom-
mendstion an order-in.council has been passed
under which the Goveruament wiil cavcel al
outstanding graz'ng leases and give ranchmen
the privilege of purchasing ten per cent of
their present holding a% the rata of $1.25 per
acre. This will sufficiently reduce the area
under lease for grazing perposes to satwfy the
probablo demands of settlement for caltivation
for many years to come.

Iron Tradt; Depression.

In tho annual repirt of the Amosrican Icon
and Steel Association, shortly to issue, Secre-
tary Swank says that ¢ the luck of prosperity
of iron and steel industries in 1892 was con-
spicuously shared Ly the farmers of the west
and the cotton planters of the south. Thus far
in 1893 thore has been no noteworthy improve-
meat in the prices of western wheat and corn
and southern coiton, while the prices of most
iron and steel productsarelower now than they
were at the end of 1892. The general financial
situation in this country and in Earope in 1892
was not favorable to the buildiog of new rail.
roads, and hence was not favorable to our
iron and steel industries.” The secrotary gives
over-production as thks principal cause ef the
ircn and steel dopression.

Texas Timber Lands,

¢“Che timber lands of the state of Texas ag:
gregate 21,000,000 acres,” ssys the Dallas
Morning News, Ot the 245 counties in the
state only forty are classed as timber coun
ties, with ten growing the longleaf pine
sud the remainder produciog the snort-leaved
variety. Tho price of these lands ranges
from §2 t0'812 per acre, accordiog to acces.
sibility, quality and estimated stunpage. The
state s:ill owns shout 90 per cent of these
lwads. she lumber product of ths state fir
1891 shipped on the railways amouxted to 2,-
221,796 toas of lumber, or about 75,000 cac.
loads, equal to one-fifth of ull the state railway
tonpage for the year.”

The bank of Hochelega has declaved a half
yearly dividend of 3 per cent, and also 1 per
cent bonus, the latter baing the first on record
smopg French Canadian banks.



