
'I1HE ýC01,MIRCIAL990

CMe Commercial
WINNIPEG, AUGUST 21, 1883.

As -ho month of August wears on sign
after aigii, anti indication after indication
go to prove, tliat trade is rapidly recover-
ing front the uncertainty wvhich hungr

-arounti it during the past three or four
nionths. Confldence is steadily gaining
ground, and the least courageoùs of busi-
ne-Qs mn in the North west now feel hope-
fui for tho comning winter. The past wveek
lias given solidity te hope, and for th( Irst
tisse for quite -a nuinher of 'weeks the
commnercial record shows a cleaix slîeet,

*not an assignaient having tak-en place
since oufr last issue. Tho repor' froni
Dun, 'Winin à Co. andi other commercial
agencies that act as barometers of trade,
are becoming gradually less londed 'with
aigus of danger, and the latest received
from tho organization named must be to
the alarnxist disappointinglIy uninterestincr,
se void of essualties are its details. In
sýpite, therefore, of thé efforts of indolent
loyers of commercial sensation, tiadé mat-
tors aie gràdually drifting into a natural
eaýsy-flow, iii -which all that is necessary is
caution anti moderation te leave ail danger
far.behinti before the'close of the pressnt
year. tt must not be imagined, however,
that ail trade irregularities are over. The
remnants of real estate speculation are
É tili inixed in with our commercial affairs,
and until the lnst of these are weeded out,
pêriodicàl but ùnimportant zasualties must
* ccur,.but their frequency must anti will
decrease ns wvinter ativances, aiid as the
workýof 'weeding out goes on the fieldi for
safe and,. remuùerative' business -will 'widen
accordingly. Il is à cerlainty Ihat the
evils of overstocking have becîx pretty
îýellovcrcomne, anti -niauy merchants, -who
th!re monlhs ago-icit themselves uncom-
fortably if net oppressively loaded, begin
te breathe frely, anti can see their way
protty cloarly tlîrough, what forrnerlý
seenird'an inconiprehensible, if net an in-

..surmountable ma7e of difficulties. Even
eastern wholesale men andti anufarturera
have reovereti somewhat from their re-
cenit.unnecessoy sèàre, te discover that
they iny-lose, their Nvhôlesaie trade.in the
ŽNorth-ivest by pursuing a crowding po-
licy. Allogether the commercial horizon
lias-brighteneti muchduring thepastweek,
andi there.is reasoxi te believe that n-e are

rapitily advancing tewvards the noon day
of lastiîig prosperîty.

TIIAT UHNECESSARY BURDEN.
Aiîatoniical -writers have telti' of a lîu.

nan monstrosity, possesseti of two bodies
facitig back te back and supporteti by only
one pair of legs. 'Their'history closes with
the deathi of one of the bodies, anti several
days of torture te the otiier, which al-
though relaining life *for a lime, evenlu-
ally succumbeti untier the putrid load of
death te which it ivns inseparably at-
taehied. The htory, aithougu a hideous
one, can find an illustration in the stale
of 1ïade in tlie Norlh-west at present
Although trade in this country cannoI be
saiti te have been bora in Siamese twîin
fashion linkei -wilh specu lation, their con-
nection for a fen- years bas been se close,
that fer a tisse the two seeined part of the
saine body. The connection n-ns net irk-
some or in any way unpleasant, -whîle
hcalth and prosperity n-ere bestoweti on
both. But speculation the creature of an
hour coulti net be expected te survive
with the longevity of legitimate trade,and
ils dealh became al] the more hurried,
because of the rapidity \vwith -vlîich its
vital. forces were expended. It may now
be rateti dead, and only those who suffereti
through being led astray, by its aliuring
appearance during ils short life, now
nioun its depdtrture. Hlundretis courteti
ils amiles, anti real estate auctionpers with
Ibroals of iron anti lungs of brass bellowed
ils praises di2ing life, wlîilo fen- outsitie
of the ruineti ganiblers andi scheming itilers
are prepareti te chant ils coronach.

Yet this deati speculation bas stili té be

cridby ils surviving associate, trade,
andi ils barden la aIl tlîe more ô.ppressive
because of ils' dead anti putriti stale. Il
bas beconie a steuch in the Éostrils of dlli
reasonabie mon, e.nd every true friend i 
progrezs eirneslly prays fer ils mýiaI.
StiR there are those n-ho insist that tràde
mnust carry this putrid burden. The, liy-
ing anti active body they insist must carry

the deati one until lime absorbs the bar-
don anti 'the putrefaction. Trnly sucli
people -voulti have a repetition of the
slory of the anatomunt, anti accomplish the
destruction of both.

But Ihere is ne necessity for trade car-
rying this trnbearabie burdeni any longer,
It is net, like the surviving portion o£ the
monstrosity spolien of, a portion of the
sasse body as reai estate. specuilationi with

which, il was long. nssocialed ; and. its
connection --vitli the latter after its, deal
is as unne~cessary ns il wvns unwise during
its life. Trade lins beca iii bati compaýny
ne doubt. It lias been in infected locallt-
tins and lias suffereti accordingly. Blut il
hau the vitality te recover, anti its recov-
ery ean bo best liastciieti by its severance
froni the carcasu that now oppresses it.

There aro still some -ho tell us that
real estate apeculation is not dead, but
wili'sooh revive again, anti bo as lively as
ever, aîîd varieus subterfuges are adopltd
te inipress peoplew~ith, tho truth of this
nonsense. Tlîe imnsinary lanidsaloisaone,
the trade. or exchange between two dissap-
poînteti speculatora of uxisaleable property,
which is reporteti ns, a transaction -baseti
on monéy..payment isý another, anti per-
haps tho neovest is the ittempt te sell to
the cily of Winnipeg a parýk at,$I,OO an
acre, worth probably, $50 ait acre. M
these are..mercely the tricks of- the govan-
ist upon tffi inaninate corpse, causing ilý
te move no duubt, «but only wvi th -cont8r-
tiens Iliat make its8 ghastliness more
hideous. But il is al .to ne purpose -it la
deati and requires only burial.

It is highi lime that men engaged in-
trade wvere .taking-issue upon this subject.
Infiateti real estate is the putrid Joadi
forceed upon themi, anti the -soonerthey.
realize the fact, that their -interest- andi
those of the ewners anti resurreetors ôf the
carcase are dianxetrically oppositè, thé
seoner wvill they free themnselves froni the
irksome bùrden. The- prosperityý,,ant ini
inanyinstances thesubsistenceof those *-ho
would continue this loat npon trade lie lu
infiated prices of, propprty, inflated rents,
-.aiid inflation of every. necessary' for local-
ing a laboring andi producing clais -in this
country. 'The interests of legitiniate trâde
lie in reducing the price. of property, re-
ducing rents and reclucing.the necessities,
of life. Naturejoins-wilîtrde insayig
1 Nvili prqduce' cheap .food. ; an d- whyv
shoulti the greeti ef an indolent and. non-
productive'elass prevent nature anti lu-
dustry fromn aécomnplishbrg what %would be
an i mpetus to progress?

Many tell us that te greally reauco rebl
estate anti rents mnust bring.ruin to huù-
dreds. $3uch nuay be the case. But of
every.lxundred, pnety-flve Niould belexîg te
aclasâs nho at present are little -botter
than speculative bbood-suckers, anti ivhôàô
rainwould, bc no loss toiiny-country, and
an actuatUenefitte a -non anti unde*ve-.
iopeti country- like,,the 1Xqrt--yes


