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DEYBLOPIHQ BRITISHI COLUMBD.
The railway miicago at prescrnt in npra.

tien in the Pacifie Province consists of tse
main lino af the 0. P. R, from the Rocky
.Mountains te Vancouver, 520 miles; ar.d
the Esquimait and Nanaime railway, on
Vancouver Island. conttocting Victoria
and Esquimnait naval station with the
coal mines of the Nanaimo district,
length about 75 miles. Thore is also the
Westminster brandi of the C. P. R,
which is about eight miles long, froni
Westminster ta the junction with the
main line.

Somas new railway work is likely ta bie
done ia British Columbia tiis year. A
railway ta conneot Westminster with the
cities of Puget Sound and United States
railways, will probably be pushed through
this year. Westminster has voted a large
bonus te this road, and is ta secure the
workshops, etc. The trains will ho car-
ried across the river by a railway ferry
steamer, though it i8 ultimntely intended
ta bridge. the river. Soma preliniinnry
work bias been done on this rond, froni
Nevi Westminster southward. It is aiso
probable that the C. P. R. Co. will build
a road from its main lino eat of Vancou-
ver, southward ta conneot with the Pacifie
eoast railway systeni of the United
States.

On Vancouver Island thore lu a pro-
bnbiliby that the Island railway mnay bo
extended northwvard st no distant date,
ta4 far as Coma;, a distance of about 70
miles Very extensive coal mines are
being opened at Cqoio and a railway
about 12- miles tong lias heen built froni
.the mines ta the harbor. This railway

:Jiabeen conpleed ine the first of the
-present year. Docks and works at the

,ýj amox mines. are being established on a
kiécle large enough ta handle 2,000 tans

.. ,r ay 1ta also proposed ta extend,
-tfie. Isind rnilway southward frointVe

tria ta Beecher Bay, the extreme south-
rn kmpinr, of Vancouýer Is!nnd, vith the
bjçct ai connecting by ferzy, with a rail-

wyin Washington Territory.
Regarding the proposed rnilway froas

the main lins of the O. P. R. southward
into the United States, it iu now practi-
cally an established fact that this connec-
tien will be buit Within the at o
days, th3 C. P. R. Company bans calied for

tenders for the construction of a bridge
across tho Frazer river, near St. Mary's
Mission. Thtis bridge wiIl ferrm an im-
portant portion af the work of building
the road. St. Mary's Mission is a point
on ts main liný af tua C. P. R., about 42
miiles t-ast of Vancouver. The oasd will
]eave the main liue near this point, aud
run southward ta ths United States
boundary, a distance of- about 15 miles.
At tho boundnry connectioai will be mado
ýwithi the Seattle, Lake Shore, and Enstern
Railway, wvhiclî rond is being constructed
northward from Puget Sound, townrd the
boundary. It is understood that the 0.
P. R. Co. has an agreement with the Se-
atle and Lake Shore, providing for the
complotion af the rond by August next.
'Vhis road will give the O. P. R. direct
connection with the rhilway systeni af the
Pacifie coast states, and withi the cities an
Pu-et Sound. Ths Seattle and Lake
Shoro wilI sîmply fortn a brandi of the 0.
P. R.. and it lu further hinted that C. P.
R capital will build net anly the Cana-
dian, but aise mninly tlle portion ai the
roadi ln the 'United States.

It bas been recently reported in what
seemes a reliable way, that the Nortierit
Pacific Company lbas riecured the fracbise
ai the proposed rond ta run southward
frein New WVestminster, and that the N.
P. (Ia. will build this road, net only ta
Westminster but ou ta Vancouver. The
proposed southern eonnection ai tise 0.
P. R. will brinci the latter rond inta direct
connection and competlition witi ths
Northern Pacifie at its terminal points on
Puget Sound, It le therefore quite pro-
bab'e that the Northern Pacifie will en-
deavor ta get evec, by gaining an eutrance
inte the two western terinini (Vancouver
and Westminster> of the C. P. R. The
repoj-t that the Naorthern Pacifie lias se-
cured control af the Weetmiister South-

enand connection seeis -véry probable.
&t any rate, it is pretty certain that Brit-
ish Columbia 'will -have., cinection witb
the railway systes af -the Uited Stats,
by twe diffeyent ronds, befoirè a grè4t
wliile.

There are several, other railÇay.: enter-
prises talked of in British Coliiinbie, in
the 'interest of whieli charters have been
procurcd ôr applied for, but ne ver- 'o
fuite anneunicements have been made
concerning these nschemes. The lower
Xootenay country contains soa good
agrieultural and pastoral lands, and is
aise claimed ta bc verv rich in minerais,
and several of the raiïway schemes are~

praected:t reacli titis regiaù. It is aiso
reported that the 0. P. AX. will run a
branli southwrd-tîrougli tte ICoctenay
country, but this mnay be only report.

There are a number of fine navigable
water stretches iu this portion of British
Columbia, on the Coluftibia and Koetenay
rivers and la kes. Tho value ai those
waters could be voryýgreatly incrensed by
soma outlay in cennecting the diflerent
wvaters, se a= ta, provido a more continu-
ous system af navigation. Some Gevera-
muent grauts have boas made te iniprove
the navigation ai these iniand waters, 'but
a good deal yet reniains ta be dons. The
reports as te the minerai wenlth of the
Koetenay country are almost falbulous in
theîr nature, and if the region appronches
te àny extent its rtported valus as a min-
erai and agricultural country, the expendi-
ture of a littis mousy la opeuing up the
region would bs advisable.

In connection with navigation, how-
ever, tîta most important work in the pro-
vince is the improvement ai the Fraser
river. Hors is a splendid river, navigable
fer acean ships, but requiring sema im-
provements at its nioutb. The Dominion
Governmetît bas acted niggardly in re-
nard ta the impravement of the mouth ai
te Fraser river, and year af ter yenr bans

bean allowved ta pass away, with the nc-
complialiment ai very,.hittle. This year a
paltry $10,000 lias 'been placed in the
estimates for Fraser river improvements.
The importance af tus trade interests on
the Fraser demand that no tume should ho
Iost la rendering the river saiely navigable
at its mouth for oceau-goiug slips, aud it
lu ioped the Government will brin-
down an estimate lu kee-ping with the im.
partance of the worc.

Another important featurs in the dç-
velopmut af .British Columbia, is the
establishuient af the tirnt smaiter ili the
province. This smineter is Iocated at Van-
couver, sud iLwas completed and put lu
aperationlast week. The establishmen.
ai the amelter is largely due ta the enter-
prise ai thQ people af Vancou ver, who
voted a iarge aura of monsy ta amsclt t
enterprise- It will mark a ncaw .era in
the wmncrl developmnent ai the cauntry.
As British- Columîbia is largely a mineral
country, the establishmnent af this first
semelter i«s a very important matter. 'HIere-
tolare tiers has been no encouragement
to develop qt:rrtz mines, especially ai the
lower grade ores, awiug ta ths cost -of got-
ting the oresý ta amelters in, the Unitcd
States. New, with a ýsielter at L, -nd


