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CRITIC.

SCIENTIFIC ARD USEFUL.

HOW 1'0 DIE MOSSES, GRASSES, AND FLOWERS,.

A German paper, with an unpronouuceable name, tells how thoy dyo
grassos and similar articles in Gormany, from whoneo large quantities are
sont {o this country :

To Dye Moss.—Gioon : Doil 4 1b of nlum in 4 quarts of water, aud
dissolvo & 1h. of finoly trituated mincial blue in it, and a dark greon dyo is
tho resull. Ora vory beautiful green dyo may Lo made with indigo—
carmine and picric acid, adding wator to reduco it to the desived hue.  As
picric acid is mroly to be had of uniform strength, the vxact proportion ean-
not be givon, The eatmo dyo mny bo used for gruses.

Black : Two ounces of logwood in 1 quatt of water, § oz of alum, and
3 oz, of copporus, the wholo Loiled tegether and the moss dipped into it
whilo hot. Or two parts of logwood nud one of Fleabane, thoroughly
boiled togethor, and a littlo greon vitriol, .

Rod : The Lost way to mako this colos is to boil as much red aniline in
rain-wator as will produce a protty red. The dye should Lo hot when the
moss is dippod.

To Brrac axp Dvi: Evsrtasting Frowrrs, —Bleaching : I'at a num
ber of flowers, which havo proviously heen placed in n warm chambor to
cauae thom Lo open, in n vessel containing a solution of chlovido of liwmo, §
ounco of soda, anud 2vjuarts of water.  Cover the vessel and leavo it a8 it js
in a moderato temperaturo for four or five days. During this period the
flowers first chango to un orange color, aud afterward to a blueish-white.
As 500n a3 thego changos show themsclves, take the flowers out and pour off
tho fluid, and fill it up again, usiug this time only 1 oz of chloride of lime
and no soda. Lot tho flowens remain in this until quito white, subsequently
drying thom in a warm oven,

Dyrixe.~Carmino : | loth (about two drachms) of Munich Inc, .} pnt
(about ! drach) ultramarine blue, dissolved 1w 12 loth (about ¢ ounces) of
“warm water. Roso: } quint of oxtract of saffower dissolved in 1 quart of
cold water. Dark hluo : 1 loth indigoe extract in a quast of water.  Corn.
flowor bluo . 3 loth blue auiline, 2 loth spirits of wing, in 1 quart of water.
Violet : 3 loth violet anilino, with the samo proportions of water and 8pirit.
Light bluo : 3 luth Prussian blue, dissolved 1 a quart of water. Dari
bluo: 1 loth of catechu, boiled in a quart of water,  Light green:  loth
picric acid, and } quiut of indigo in 20 loth of alechol. Black : as given
above. Orange: 3 loth of borax in 2 quarts of hot water, leaving tho
flowers to steop for somoe time,

The dyes for grasses, ele., are mado in the samo way.

FERN WINDOWS

IFrom a populor Lnglish work, called * Fern Paradise,” tho following
nseful hints for window decorntions are tiken: Lot us seo how the shady
windows of a dwelling house may bo made beautiful by the presonco of
ferns, Wao will begiu at the basoment. Hers wo shall find, ae in thousaunds
of London and other city houses, a window or windows lcoking out upon
what is popularly caulled the “aren” Such windows are invariubly
immorsed in shadow, nnd, given up as they aco to the dowmestics of the
hougeholds, one may perhaps not infrequently see, as onc passos, the
windowsill adorned by modest pots, containing geraniums, calceolarias,
fuchsins, or the golden-green leaf and golden flowers of the swest but
modest musk plant. Rarely do wo see forns in such windows. . But why
should thoy not be there?  Let them by all means be mixed with such
flowers n8 will thrive in those windows. DBut when flowers need to bo
excluded, by reason of the uncongeniality of the situations. let the ferns
at least ranain, By the tasteful armngement around and about such
windows of virgin cork, with provision of * pockets " for fuins, or by the
skilfull use of cement and pieces of stoue, or brick disguised as stone by a
sprinkling of the dry powder of cement,—duo provision being mado for
drainngo,—~an “arca” window might be made really charming. Or suppose
tho basement windows of a house are ha'f below the garden or area level.
In such cages there will Le a space commonly called a * well ” outsidoe such
windows, having usually three bricked sides, in addition {o tho window
side. By putling a glass top or frame to. such a space an admirable little
fern-houso will by created, in which ferns will ‘hrive, and find oxcellont
protection against winler frosts.  \With trowel and coment it will be easy, in
a “well ™ liko this, to establish 2 miniature ¢ fern paradiso.”

BRASS FINISHING BY ACIDS.

Many articles of brass cannot readily be finished by the filo or by abrad-
ing substances, owing lo the intricacies of their surfaces. Iispocially is this
truc of brass castings of an ornamental character. But a mcst elegant
finish can be obtained by means of acids, which may be protected, if
desired, by means of a lacquer or varnish ; the acid finish, however, is gon.
orally preferted without the addition of a varnish. If the work to bo
finished is greasy it should be cleaned by heating and dipping in acidulated
walor—vinegar and water, or washing soda in water—and then in clear
water. Tho finishing bath mway be cither nitric acid two parts, water on=
part; or ono part salammoniac, one part sulphuric acid, one part nitric
tcid, ono part water ; all by measure, and the sal ammoniac to be dissolved
in water until a saturated solution is obtained. The articlo should not he
allowed to romain in the acid moro than ten seconds, then takon out,
plunged into clear, cold water, thence into hot soapy wator, and dried in hot
saqust.

[RA ETTER

199 Barrivgton Strest,
HALIFAX,

Lwporter and Dealer in
WATCLLES, .
CLOCKS,
—ANDa—

JEWELLERY.

Persounl attontion given to Fino
Ropairing. DPetfoct work guaranteed,

—AT—s

199 Barrington Street,

— . mm o e

"GEO. THOMPSON,
Brush and Broom
MANUFACTURER,

13 Bedford Row, IHalifax,

COLONTAL HOTEL,
220 Argyle Street.

This well-known and central Hotel
has been thoroughly refitted, and
offers ovory inducotnent to the travel-
ling publie.

Chargos Moderato.
tion given to Boarders.

W. H, RISTLEN, Proprietor.

Pergonal atten-

THE ANG O-AMERICAN

Waterproof Manufacturing Co.,
HALIFAX, N. §,,

Manufacturers of Waterproof Clothing in all
styles Horee Covers, Snmts for Miners, Fishermen
and Seamen.

Speciai Waterproof Qutfits for H. M. S. Navy
and Army, and Sportsmen.
Office and Warcrooms,

No. 61 Uppsr Water Street.

Orders by Mail will receive prompt attention,
and euimates fursished

S SICHEL & CO.

83 Hollie St., Halifax.
The Old Established and Leading House
in the Trade,
8Solec Agency for the Three Great Leading Houses of
Chickering & Sons, Boston,

Steinway & Sons, New York,
Albert Weber, Ne v York.

THE STANDAKD PIANOS

OF THE WORLD.
Unrivalicd | Without Peers or Competitors ! |

Also, for the Favorite

J. & C. Fischier Pianos, of Now York,
And the World-Renowned

Collard & Collard, of London,

Besides a magnificent astortment of Amecerican,
Ge;man and Canadian makes, at great vanety of
Prices

Prices Low, and Terms Fasy.  Writa direct for

artlculors, $econd-hand Pianos always on hand, *

ow,
-

-

PIANO FORTE TUNING.
D. M. REID,
Tuning Instructor at the Halifax School
for the Blind.
S:\'l‘lSF:\C'l'lOﬁl.’Al:ANTEHD.

PIANOS TUNED BY THE YEAR.
Oulers way ho left at

The Critio Office, 161 Hollis Street,
—O AT——
T he Sohool for the Blind, Morris St.

Reail the following "Lestitmonial ;—

I tako ver §mat toanure in testifying to
tho ability u'{.lr 1), M. Relld as & Profes.
sfonal Piano Forte aner, he having for the
last tive years Tuned any Plancs and those
of wy pupils who nre tmewmbers of the mnst
futlnentinl and innafeal famidlics of this city.
f can with o full knowledye of his ability,
recomrsnd Bt an the mast chorough, painx.
taking, awl attentive Tuner 1 have ever

known,
SAMUEL N, EARLE,
Peuf, of Vocal and Tnstrutuental Music,

Orzaulst of St Paul's
Charlottetown, Sept. 1+ th, 1885,

AUGUSTUS VouBARBER
442 East 89th Street, New York,

Sole Representative of
EUGEN BARON RITTER,

— AN —

Mr. CHARLES KELLNER

For Nova Scotia and New Hrunswick, for the

Ritter-Kellner Sulphite Wood
Fibio Process.

MATTHEW J. SLANEY,
Undertaker and Funeral Director,
72 and 74 Grafton Street, Halifax.

Branch—351 Barrington St, (Near
Steam Laundry).

Caskets, Coffins, Shrouds, &a.

Constantly onhand, Cheapeat place Inthe chiy for
fiest-claas work, Orders personally attended to,

Residonco—74 Grafton Street.

Oaly Cascket Manufacturer in the clty,

J OI{J{V WATSON,
BRASS TFOUNDER.
FINISHER, GASFITTER, LAMPMAXER.

Jrass Castings Mado to Order.
Chandoliors Relironzed or Lacquered.

150 HOLLIS STREET,

HALIFAX, N. S.

HOTEL CREIGHTON,

Pleasantly Jaocated on

‘'REMONT STREET - - BOSTON,

One Block South of Boston Common,

Offers superior accomamodations 1o Transient or
Permanent G ests  Terms Moderate,

ROBERTSON & LONG, - Propnietors.

1803, 1803,

IMPERIATL

Fire Insurance Company,

OF LONDON, G. B,
Estallished, A D., 1803,

CAPITAL, £1,600,000 Stg.

M. B. D_III}, Agent
164 Hollis Street, Halifa\x, N.S.




