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"And you have never noticed this ? said thc countess.I-IIL D RR ID . No, indecd," hie repied-"l 1 havec neyer even thouglit of it."
"Then you have been a vcry easy niastcr to 1please," site rcltlatkmi

(c'udined.)~"1 need hardly say, Lord Caraven, that tilt miat who, falsifics his aucollul
is a rogue. Vou lcnow it."

Say railles, what %vould 1 not do. I %would rcforni ail abus# s. 1 %vould I know that rnuch. 1 arn afraid ta think whcîiîer ail thc balance
itiake Raven.qinere a inodel estate--pcopIc 5hould point ta it as a pattein. blieets hie bas prepared since lie bas been rny agent have beau1 ikc tbis"
1 wotid make your laborers mien; they arc now oaly soullcss drudges. 1 "You have itever iooked int ont, 1 imaI-ine."
wouid pull dovn those wretched cottages whera squaior and disease rut' j No-neyer."
riot, and bttid ini tîteir places boues suchi as even the pocr could love. 1 ibeýy were inlerruptcd by the cntrancc of te agent iiscif-la ,nit
would educate the chiidreli. Whlat a question it is you ask inc ' Vhat whorn front his face Lady Caravcn suspected froin the first ol bein;
wvould 1 not do ?" Idishonest.

The cari rosc frorn bis chair; lie bent blis lhead with chivairous grace John Blantyre ivas a tali, gantlinaniy iooking miat of specious mannle,
hcfore ber. and -ood address. A rogue fron liking as niucb as anytlîing cisc, hie would

M4Ny vile," hie sald, Ilyou shamc tue." not 'have cared ta lie honest if lie could. He lIad contrived tu ingrtatt
INo," she cried, Ilyou mnust not 8ay that to nie." hirnsclf ioto, the favor of Lord Caraven frontî the conviction tbat bce coule

léI repeat it-you shame nue," lic vent on. "lVas. 1 givc nîy consent do as ha liked with the easy, indolent, pieasure.ioving nobiemnan. lic had
-niy frec, full, liearty consent. l'ou wili niakc a better rnistress of Ravens- Tdonc so. lic had pandered ta ail the young, cari's weaknesses ; ta tlt cm1
sucre than 1 do a mauster. You shall bc the qlucen teg-nant. 1 ivill bc yotir of Il bouey, iiioney," lie hall rcslioided by wringiug tnote and more iroin
prime minister. 1 place and leave ail autbority in your bands, and 1 pro- thc tenants, by raising reuts, refusing repairs, hy ail the incan and under
mise you most faitbfuily that i wiii neyer interfere ;you shall pull down and band tricks tha i couid play. lia answered the eari's Iturposes weil.
buiid up, you shall do just as you %-iil, I wiii neyer interfère." bccaise lie could from soinec source or otiter always find bimi money. Ti'

Site was so ovcrjoyed witb bis jptorniscs, with thc change in bis manticr, young noblenian ;vas tu00 careless, too indolent t0 stol) to think: that- whi!C
witb tbc earncstness on bis face, that she forgot ail about bier restraint and bie wan thus irnpovcrisbing tic estate tbe unjust steward was enrichit1
indifference, and she kissed the band tbat lield bier clva. 81ic saw liar hirnseif. Balance sheets vere broughit to himi tbat hae neyer cvcn glanced
hushand's face flush crimson, and she drew back suddenly. ati; bankers' books, bis, reccipts, were passed over in siniiar fashion. lit

I bel; youx pardon," she said ; IlI ami vcry sorry. 1 dîd miot think of never troubled ta look at any of tlîcrn. The resuit was irretricvabic cou.
what 1 vas doing, 1 was sa overjo:;ed." fusion. John Bliantyre had laid aside a fair fortune for liiicuscif.

la tout: no notice of the involintary carcas, nor of tae apology, tlîoughi - Let tha worst cornec," lie said ta linseif; "lif 1 arn cauglit îlîcrc WI
both bail struck hirn. bc only a few .ycars' imprisonnient ; theri 1 can go abroad and enjuy in,

I arn glad you arc plcased, Hîldred," bie said. I it placing nîy intcrests savings."
i your hands I fei that I bava done to-day the wisest action of my lueé. Vct lia relied iniplicitiy tîbon lus good fortune îiiat lie shouid nul bc
To-morrow wa vili send for Blantyre, and you shall confiont hizn." cauglit.%

Sha icft hirn then, pieased, happy, confttsed, with an avcrwhehtning seîîsc tic cîîtercil tLe ruant sînihing, wilîh Lir ustual bland, obsaquious inannel.
of the responsibilities shc liad asurnad, and witb aornetlîing, site couid His facc ciîanged wben lie saw the Countass of Caraven iooking avcr h
hardly tell wbat, sîirring in bier heutrt, vîmile Lord Caravan loolced in amaze- balance sîteets. The cari pointed to a chair ; the detectcd tîtief sat dons
muent at the band site Lad kissed. Ha wondered if ha sbould ever uudcr- l'la yoting coutets' ayes ivera raiscd ta the bland face of the agent.
stand bier ; and bie began dirnly ta perceive tat in the nuoncy-iende's ithey scened ta buru hini. T[ha eari left the discussion to bier, as lic lW
daugbter hie bad found a nobla, higb.souled, glorious wornan. Isaid hae wouid. Words couid flot bave expressed the proud cold contmne

llîcu bie smiied ta bimseif, thinkin" that in these stranga days it vas of lier face as sha spoke ta bim.
uImpossible t0 understand anything, and titat i. %vas within the bouilds of YXou arc wali aware, Mir. liii: yre, 'bait titis balance shttt is wzîtJ

possibility titat Uiidred inherited bier fathces talants for business. notbiug? The accounts are ail faisitied."
"And an excellcnt thing il wili bc for me," hae said, 4"if site lias." ' 1 amn not avare of anytbing of tae kiud, yoîur iadyship. rhere imu

be a few mistakes-it vas burriediy mîada otît. llayliask permission to-'ý

CHAPTER XX\11. Il "ou tnay aslc nothing, sir," slit repiad curtly. IlTell Lord Carran
if it Le correct titat ydu hiavt taken a bribe froin saine ant wbo wan

Thic visitors lit Ravensniara bccar-" di:mîly aware thiat soute inore Brombil 1 Farm-a bribe ta tura out thc oid tenants and bring in a new ont'
inmportant businass titan usual was oit hand. 'Flic cari was scmi willi a lire- Il Lord Caraven knows that li-"ý

oupie d face. He liad beau lîcard ta refuse Lerd )aniîcrs cltaliciige ta a~ But tima countess intcrrupted bim.
billiard tuatch. 1a bad distinctly sttzted that lie bbomld atot joinilu hchbunt 4" Iid you take te bribe? 'Vas' or .No'?"

that Colonel Hlungerford lîad arranged. WViat %,Is te inattarl Lady "'Nes," lie rephied sulicnly.
Caraven -%vas, as usuai, brigbt, bteautiful, and graceful ; but thosc willa kncw "Mr. Blantyre," said te young cottnîcss, Ilyoit atc a detccted thici
ber best sali tbat sihe was engrosscd b>' soine titougimi. You bava robbed yotmr emplioyer, you hava faisilied your accounts, ym

'l'ie cari rang for bis footutax. h ave ground down the poor, you 1 ave opprasscd the lielîîiass, you hit
4 «Wben Mr. Blantyre coames, show Iiiuti int nîy study," lic said ; and mnade tny husband's name bated and ioatlied, you ]lave betraycd your t=ut

tmen he wcnl over ta bis vile. "IYou do nul féad nervous at tia task yuus you hava dravu down upon your own head the cîtîsas of thosc: pzopcwhcgm
]lave undertaken 1" hae quesiomîcd. iii luck lias brougbt int contact with you."

IlNo,"' she replied caimi>', Ilbut i fancy thaI MIr. E-iantyrc ivili feel IlSta>', my lady. 'Yoîî accusa mie, and give tue no chance ta dcfcd
tiervaus before we have donc witb bint." niyself.

'Ille cari siied. If titis trusîed servant of bis liad dcccived itini, the 'liea cari vas walcbing»ý.is vile inteuiti>. lie sawv the color risini à
soonier lie was unînaskcd aud punislicd it better. baer face, hae saw the light wa hçr cyes, hie beard te passioni, ta scorn d

4"1 think," said L-ady Caraven,ý4 "il wouid be quitta as wcîl if va looicad wraug-doiug tbat trernbled in bier voica.

ovr that balance sheet before IMr. 1intr ons-. yishreIb "She is equal ta i'.," ha thowu'ht; there is no tiecd, for uic ta intecrè.'
interview. Voixou canot defcnd youraeif," site raplied. "i 1itold innîrcrl

lie acquiesced at once, and followcd lus vile to the sttudy. *'lic aspect proofs of what 1 assert,"
of that roorn vas somewliat clauged. Th'c phiotograplts, lte iove-tokcns John Blantyre cowered before tae briglit ii>dsgiîatmos o uth ic aricssejts
titat had dispicased L ady, Caraven, tae portrait.s of popîmiar actrasses and of and turning ta the cari, sid-
veil known d41:asriutc., had ail disaîîpcarcd; tua ruant looked morc likec a 'IMy lord, 1 bave beau a faithfui servant of yours ; ]lave yom nothing-.
sîudy, for te tables watt covercd witb books and paliers. Isa>' for me?"

If the younig counless fait auy surhîrisc ai its cliaiigcd aspect she did miot IlUpon niy word, Bllantyre, 1 beiea you have been a niost consumme1
cvince il, though she feit the comnplimnt. Siu. provcd bcrself a wisa rogue,"; ansvered tbe cari. "* b ava piacedl ail ni> authorit>' lu the Wa
voman by saying uitIe, if she had uttcred but oua word tua, mîîîîcl sie or I.ad; Caraven. She is tn do as she wiii."
Yvight bave imperiiied ail bier hardiy won influence. The bland smilc ou îha agmu' face changcd ta an ugiy sucr. Ik

Gravely, proadiy, without a word,, sit wcnt ta tic table anud took lier young countess rosa front lier seat, and, cxtending bier arrn, pouited vaý
:scat Ier busband alood ai sonte distance froin lier. Silcutly -,ba Lent baer linger to tbe door.
bier hcad over the papers Il shahl waste no irords vitit you, sir," sbe said "lGo. Vc Il

,, ou have scldorn, 1 suppose, ioolced lover c ý: of mhiese balance slîccts?" prasecuta you, we might force yom ta guvc i'p your uigotten gains, va
site said ta the cari. expose yau ta the contemnîu of the worid-but you are noi worth ii.I

IlNo," hae rcplicd, I do nul renicmiber imaI 1 ]lave cvcr cxauiincil one." you go, and the pîtauishuimit of your conduct viii Le tbat cveryonce v?
"Th1en I wiii look ovcr tiamu." site said '1uictly. Befora lomng slite know tlhat you hava beau dismisscd char2cterlcss. Not one word.:

amdaIl "'Niil vou look at titis, Lord Catavcu ? Ahi tlîis ii quila wrong~ lic made as îhuughbch would speak. She stili kcpt ber baud et
sevcal entriez anc incorrect, and thc rcckuîiîig is falsificd. ,sirciched Io tLe duor ; lier cycs ovcruimqtcrcd hîim. lie turncd tu quit k

Tbc .arl was slighttiy cibarrasscd. tuant.
I do not îbink, 1.0 tell yoîî tue trîîh, 1lildrrd, ilit i atu very clevcr ai1 Wbeu he rcachcd time door, rage ovcrcauine prudence. ]le loo.4td WM

accounts," be stanmered. at te noble figure of the young tie.
"lBut suraly you can sec wiicîhier luis i.. correctà Dl;cicve nie, a ciîild Il 1 I hank you, Lady Caravenl" ha Faid. I ove titis ta yolt."

could ste it." She inado no 3igu that she beard him.
"Titaen I amrnfot so visa aven as a child," ha said rualutly ; but, Ieaning Il "To you," hae contintmed wiîb a sncr; "land va ail know that you a

ovecr her sitouider, hae tried ta undairsîand vbat slic said. lierae oniy on sufferarîce. Take Care that your owu iunu docs li coue'
It was indcd cas>' cnuîgh-lle whole shîcct, as sie pointcd otît, hiad Thecre vas nu answcr. Not aven a quiver of the Wbiteceyahids ùWou

beau gai up ta mca: tha cyc. Itat- ahchcard. lus rage incrcased.


