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BEF0REi THE BATTLE 0F DORKING.

(Prom the London Free -Press.)
Ana where doth the seer or prophetess dwfl
Whose glance through futurity stalkin-
With far-seeing oye and truxnpot toile
Fortelling the B attie of Dorking?
AnId, alter the battie, those seenes se dire-
An empire lylng cisrowned-
Oh, over what alchemist's mystie lire
These fearful slghts have they found?
When the Prussian Eagle sud the Northcrn Boar
Shalh rush te the dreadful fray,
To pierce the hearts sud maim the bauds
They ini friendship meet to-day?
When the Il Hearts of0Oak" shall shrluk snd ivarp
And the mother's prayers shali fail.
And the roses'cf Englanct's merrie inaids
Shall through falsehood snd treachery pale.
But, before that great and terrible day,
Full many a field may rattie
With- deadiy haillof shot and abeli
(X u npredicted battie.
And mauy a nation rise and fal],
And the now lncreasingPowvei
May have sunk away like the meteerhIglit
To the silent starry heur. *-C
Yet England, wratch, I counsei thee well,
o, ï0niow tby guiding star-
Whose beamshave lighted thy glorio'us course
O'er troublesome turnes thus far.
And net what the future may brtng I tell,
l'or that is dim and uuknown,
Bt i point te thehalo on hist'ry's page
Wbere thy mighty deeds are shewn.
And tho' coming events cust shadows long,
Like ghosts lu the meenlight walking,
l'il fear net for thee If thou stili pray otn,
Though there should be a Battie cf Dorlzing.

London, August, 1871. CLYME.

OUR COAST DEFENCE.

In the lieuse cf Comimons, on Fîiâay
evening, Mr. Macfie, had a notice that ho
Nvould call-attontion tothe dofencoless stato
cf the Firth cf Forth. Mr. Cardwell ap-
pealed te the lion. gentleman te postpone
the motion, in order that it might-net stand
in the way cf the adjourned dobateono the
Army Relorm Bill. Mr. Macfie-I am quite
in the bauds cf the house,and iill post-
pono tbis motion, altbough the subject is
oeeof great importance. If the rigbt lbon.
gentleman will give me an assurance private-
ly that ho will do wbat 1 wish. I will net
bring the aubjeet on again; but if hie dees
net, I sh4il resorve te mysoîf the righit cf
bringingit before the flieuse.'-

Tl4e following excellent article on thia sub-
jeet is from the Scotsrnan :

The seaboard cf Great Britain sud Ireland
is se> vast in extent-it bias been com-
puted by Dr. Keith Johunstone at 8700 miles
- that ugny attempt te, defond witb coast - e-
fencea the ontiro lino is seen at a glance te
ho bopeless. On thie navy we place our de-
pendeuce for the safety cf our ceas t, but te
a certain extent oniy is Our confidence net
misplaced. It is truc that our floatiug bat-*
teries, as the iron-clade msiy ho narmed, are
MONable, but ilhey are net ubiquitous.
Towarads thoe cia& of the lat war, Great Bni-
tain h-ad neaî-ly six hundred vessels cf war
in commission. A few monthsa ge she bad
but thirty-two iron-clads-the sbips cf war
to-day. The introduction cf irn plating
bias led te a great reduction in the number
cf *essels;' just ns the greater calibre cf
modemn ordnance lias led te the reduction
in the nuaiber cf guns on board slip. This
is one change cf conditions wbich telle
againat this couritry, with its vast scatter-
red dominions te ho pretected almost on-
tirely by its navy Anobher change in the
conditions wbich ii moy ho well te note, in
leoking to the future, is thia, that, for iron.
clad fleating batteries, few sailors are 1equir-
ed. The manuing cf a navy is now with
guinnors and stokers. It is net uecessary
now that a great naval power sbould have a
greatly extended seaboard and a vat coni-
merce in order tu n-an the sihipa cf war. A
Sroat imilitary P~owferp With a reetrioted uea.
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board, but with ar heavy bag of millions
sterling in its coffers, may aim in these day
at being great ns a naval power. The en-
tire ironclad navy of Great Britain lias cost
£8,000,000, sterling- a mere bagatelle com-
pared with the amount of loot which the
Germans are now withdrawing to Berlin to
deposite in the Imperial Treasury. LIow
that money w-ill be applied the Economist,
in speculating on the future of the mouey
inairket, professes itself unablo te answer.

The dependenco we have placed in our
navy in the past bas led us to negleet the
special defence of rnany vital and strategie
points which should not be left to the care
of the uavy, unless indeed, we are prepared
to keep up an enormous naval force at a far
greater expenso than the cost of the neces-
sary works on shorçz. The cost of a ship
like the aaton, carrying only two 12-ton
guns, and with arinour-plate 10 to 12 inches
thick, is £168,000. For this sum, earthen
batteries mouuting ninety-five guns could
be erected on shore. It will be seen fromn
this that, if there are any points on our
coasta wbicb ought to be specially defended
it will be much cheaper te have coast bat-
teries than to have those points watched by
ironclads. Looking to the enormous ex-
pense of floating batteries as compared with
batteries on shore or on an island where a
suitable position can be found, our aim
should be to render those points most
likely to be attacked iuvulnerable to ves-
sels, and thus set free the navy as much as
possible for genoral offensive and defeusive
purposes, and to keep open our communica-
tions with India and ourcolonial possessions.
It does not seemn to have ever been poin ted
eut that, with strdug land defences on the
Firth of Forth it would soon becorne a most
valuable naval station for a squadron in
time of war, and a harbour of refuge in the
event cf the enemy having a temporary su-
periority at sea.

Confining the enquiry to the dt3fence of
Scotland against invasion, it will be found
that iL lies primarily, in the defence. of the
Firths of Forth and Clyde, cf which the keys
cf the- positions are the Islands cf Inchkeith
add the smaller Cumbrae. Where would
an enemy land ? is the first question which
presents itself in cousideriug coast defences.
With our charts and sailing directions in his
hunds when projecting the invasion, he
would have ne difficulty in selecting the
most eligible localities always provided
there are not those special defenées whichi
we are advocating to stand in his way. In
Scotland, the objective point cf an enemy
would be in possession cf Edinburgh and
Glasgow. Would it suit hum te disembark
on tho Tay, tho Moray Firth or any part cf
the ceist betweeu the Firth cf Forth on the
east aud the Firth cf Clyde. The answer is
No. The Tay is a narrow and shallôw es-
tuary, barred by nature agaiast ironclads.
- he Moray Firth, and indeed the whole
coast te which we have referred, i8 open te
this objection, as regards a suitable point
for-disernbarkation, that an army marching
to the south must pa8s through a very thinly
pcpulated country, yielding no supplies, but
with doiles of the strongest kiiîd for defence
la fact the physical geography of Seotland
uorth cf the Firths cf Forth and Clyde is an
insuperable obstacle te the landing cf a hios-
tile force operating te the soutb. ilere,
thon, we have narrowed the question of de-
fence, disposing cf the greater part cf the
seaboard as.unsuited for au enemy's landing.
Let us noiv direct our attention te the Firth
cf Forth. Since the imne cf Carl Rit ter, the
study cf physical goography lias boon essi-
doualy cultivated by the Prussians, while in
Zuglaild ft hâd beel lgnored alWgietherâ It

may therefore be useful te our friends in the
sou Lb te describe shortly what the ùFirth cf
Forth.i8 as, frein answers whicb bear an
official stamp, iL would almoat appear as if
the officiai. mmd was under the impression
that iL was a tidal barber like Great Grimsby
or Harwich-on which latter harbour, hy the
by, £80,000 is about te ho expended on de.
fonces, and is provided for in the Estimates.
Be iL -kuown, thon, te alI whcm iL may con-
cern, that the Firth cf Forth is second only
te the Firth cf Clyde-the noblest estuary in
Great Britain. ILs average width towards
the eutrance is ton miles. It narrows te
about five Miles, opposite Leith, the island
of Inchkmitb standing about mid way. At
Queonsferry, thirty-two miles -frein the on--
trance, it narrows te a gorge, witb a bread th
cf one mile, but with a depth cf water suffi-
cient for the heaviest ironclad afloat, or ever
likely te be afloat. In the cuLer ton miles,
the doptbs vnî-y from 30 te 20 fathoins.
Thence te Leith they range between 20 sud
10 ; in the gorge at Queensfcrry the deptbs
increase te t*25 and 40 fatbems. IL centains
forty pier and tidal hiarbors, besides the
roadsteada cf Leith, Aberlady, and Large
Baya, aud the sheltored auchorage et St.
Margaret's Hope. Lastly, iL la further imi-
portant as affording the only real refuge on
this part cf the coast, in au easterly gale, te
vessels cf the largest size. Porbaps after-
this description wbiclî is principally taken
frein sailing directions acempanying the
charts, our military frienda in the south will
allow that the Firtb cf Forth is cf some stra-
getie importance, and is net te le consider-
ed in the same ]igbt as the defeuce cf other
commercial harbours. The fact is that the
more, our cost defences are eensidered as
a whole tlie clearer wilt iL appear that, la
noglecting tbe defence cf tIe Firth cf Forth
the country is neglecting oeeof the most
vital and stragetie peints. Frein the depth
cf water admitting ironclnds te corne witbin
easy range cf Leith and Granton, snd te
cover the landing cf troopa fi-cm tran.
sports fremin is fcrty pions and tidat bar-
bours, frein the long sandy hoaches adapt-
ed for dise-nbarkcing troops, tho Firth cf
Forth is marked eut by natur-e as the most
suitable base cf operations for an enemy
landing in Great Britain. 0f what value
would ai the elaborate defencea thbat for
thirteen years, nt an expense cf £6,000,000,
have been formed on our sou Lb eastern
coasta ho, if' they could al lho turned by a
landing in the Firth cf Forth ? Tis is what
we are laying ourselves open te by *'foî-tyfy-
ing sncb places as Harwicn, and neglecting
far more vital points in the nortb. iltis net
very comamonly known, altboug it ought te,
ho, that oneocf tne peints selected hy
Napoleon I. as suitable fer a descent on our
shores, ia bis projected invasion cf Great
Britain, was Lhe sandy beach east cf Mussle-
berg, known as Gullane Sanda. IL may be
said tbat altbougb:Napoleon was ne incon-
siderable auLherity in bis day, war is cbang-
ed aince thon: but the physical geography.-
cf the country is net cbanged, and this is a
question cf physical geograpby se long as
we bave ne defences. Now-a daya Napoleon
weuld ne doubt bave preferred landing
at the piers cf Lieth sud Granten, simply
because these artificial. aida cf landing bave
boen prepared since iLs projec-ted invasion ;
but iL was the capabilities cf the Firth cf
Forth as a base cf operations wbiobh attract-
ed the attention cf that great authority iu
everything connected with war. To7 the
more nortbern powers cf Europe ' the gd-
van Lagea are even groater ...

'lihe lest engineering talent at the coin.
mand cf the.Çiovernmnt vvould, net be mis.
applled or thrown away In deonding Inch.
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