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TIhe hm6btanfeIe.
everything is sacriflced ta the short hay and lnirvesting

leasun. if seven persans assemble together, divine
service is held. Owing ta the distances travclled early
service is unknawn, the usual haur being twelve
o'clock. Aftcr service the clergyman furnishes rciresh-
ments for ail af bis congregatian, the expense corning
entirely fromt bis awn prvate purse. As their salary is
verv meager, a man feeling ich on two hundred dollars
a year, this expenditure means truc self-sacrifice, even
when a pastor is called, upon only ta feed a few of bis
congregatian eacb week. Besides bis salary, the pastar
bas a farmi and a certain amount of stock given iami,
whereby be can contribute ta bis own support. There
is ane lishop an the island, and between ane and twa
hundred pricsts. Tbe Roman Catbolic religion was
entirely abolisbed at the time af the Refarmatian, but
the means of communication with other Protestant
countries being difficult, changes were made very
slowly, so that even naw, thougb aIl belong ta the
Lutheran Church, Roman Catholic vestments are stili
used as in the days af papal power. The sacrament is
administered but twice a year, ini spring and autumn.
It is a very solemn service, for which much preparation
i3 made. Chiîdrea are always confirmed on Whit.
Sunday or Trin&y, and an the following Sunday
communion is observed. The children are usually
confirmed between tbe ages ai fourteen and sixteen,
aiter baving been examined by their pastors in the
autumn, wben ail the chiîdren of tbe parisb are visited
yearly. The law forbids the confirmation ai children
putil tbey can read the cburch service and the author.
ized books ai sermons. These sermons are always
read at home at twelve o'clock on any Sunday when
the family can not attend cburch. Candidates for
confirmation must aise memorize the catecbisni and the
contents ai a smrait book called IlThe Essence af the
Bible." Durng Len't cbildren go once a week ta the
clergyman ta prepare for confirmation, and on the day
on wbich the sacrament is adminîstercd the girls wear,
for the first time, the full Icclandîc costume. On Coin.
muniai, Sunday ail tbe women appear in this oId
costume ai the days ai the Vikings.

In this country there is no immorality, little intem.
perance, no unhelief, no slunis, no ctiminals, no beggars,
no alius bouses, and nu suffering, starving pour. WVhuie
none are rich), few are so poor as not tu be glad ta help a
needy neigbbour. There is a poar-tax, whichi is uscd ta
support, orphans or aid people who have heen left without
tmeans af support, and who are boarded out oaa saine farin.
There is now an exception ta this thriity state ai aifairs.
The earthquakcs have rccently dcvastated many homes,
ruicd many farms, and the homnclcss, suffcring people
need more hielp titan the Icclanders are able ta give them.
The appeals ini the public press have met with nu practical
resuits, neitlier food clothing, or money having been
donated.

THE COMFORT 0F GOD'S PARDON-
DY GEORGE NIATIIESON, hf.A., D D.

"Spek yo comfortably to Jerusaleni, and cry unto bar, that har
iniqusty is pardoned ; for the bath re..ived o! tho Lord'a baud
dolule for alt hor &in*." <Issial, xl. 2).
What a strange ground of camfort 1 Is there flot

samething grotesque about it ? To be told that 1 amn
pardoned as doubtless cansalatory; but ta be told that
I arn pardaned because I have got double puraishment
as surely fitted ta irritate rather than ta please. Nay,
but it is nlot the puitishnient God speaks of ; it is the
reparation Is there any pure saul that would like ta
be pardoned wvithout atonement-without paying back
even mare than he took awayi If 1 have donc my
brother a wrong, and there came ta me a voice through
the silent air, "lBe ai good cheer, it will be aIl for-
given," mould that really give me cheeri Nat if mine
were a pure saul. I wauld ask somcething mare than
ray pardon-the reparatian ai my wrong. 1 would ask
ta pay up-to pay more. 1 would ask, not only ta be
allowed ta restare. but ta be allowed ta eniricb ; nlot
sirnply ta fili the caifers I have emptied, but ta place a
larger treasure in their room. There is no sweetness
in my pardon until 1 arn told that my dee.d has been
washed away.

From Tby hands atone, 0 Lord, can 1 receive a
pardon that shail comfort, because from Thy hands

aJonc can they whom 1 have in)ured be recompensed.
Men speak af Thy fargiving lave in rccleemirag frorn the
fires ai bell ; but there is no fire su bot ta me as the
remorse for yesterday. 1 have injured my brot!iers a
hundred times. Some ai them are beyond the reach af

my remedy. Who shaîl make it up ta tbem wlien they
have passed out of my hands ? If it canatat be made up
ta tbem, it will not bc made up ta nme. Pity will nat do
it ; mercy wil flot do it ; pardon wiil not do it ; lave
will not do it ; heaven itself will nlot do it. If I have
caused eternal pain, 1 think I would rather have pain
than jay. How could 1 sit beside Lazarus if 1 knew
that I hadt belped Dives ta bis seat belaw ? Thou
alone canst satisfy me, 0 Lord. Only from Thy hands
can 1 receive the reparation ai my sin, Many ai my
victinis bave passed beyond me; but they bave not
passed beyand nlet. Thou holdest ail things in the
hollaw ai Tby hand. Make it up to them, my GaI.
Pay tbem what I awe. Recompense their iass. Cern-
pensate their tears. Mitigate the pain which 1 bave
wraught them. Nay, better, turn the pain inta a gIMr.
Il 1 bave sent Jacob ta bie on a pïiIow af stane, maire it
ta bur a place for angels. If 1 have driven Jau.plato
a duagean, lead bim tbraugb it ta a tbrone. If IAve
cast Muses on the rude waters, bear hilm on their bo..oi
ta a happy shore. If 1 bave helped ta waund the Son
ai man, make His cross the world's crown. bly pardon
shali be perfect camiort wben 'tia'a hast redeemed my sin.

"THV WIL.L BE DONE."1
<Tlay will bc donc" is aiten thuught ai as a petition

bard tautter. li: it iscovpled the thought thatit imnplies
a difficuit and painful surrerader ai aur awn will. WVc think
ai Christ in the garden ai Gethsemnane as witb Ilstrang cry-
ing and tears' lie deprecates the dreadlul cup, saying, in
deepest agany, but with bcautiful scif-surrender and sul>.
mission tu the Father, " Nevertbclcss, flot my will, but
thine, bc donc."

It is truc, indeed, thart aitimes sincercly and submissively
ta say IlTby will be donc'" requires ai us a great mental
struggle, because it may mnean the surrender ai some abject
as denr as liie itseli, or the acceptance ai sorte appointed
trial or affliction that taxes aur fortitude ta the utmast.
But instructed by the Larets prayer ta cirer this peti'.ian
and aided and encouraged by bis example in the garden
we are helpcd ta go forth bearing our cross after Him. WVe
leel that siaice He bas taugbt us thie duty and set us the exam-
pIe, the way is made casier and plainer for us. 'Ne aiso know
he will net leave us camfortless, nor suifer us ta bc temped
above that we are able, but witb the temation will mnake
a way ai escape, that we niay be able ta bear it. Nor are
wc now atane, as He scems ta have been in the garden and
on the cross. He as with us always, is touchcd witb the
feeling ai aur infirmities. He knaws how ta deliver us in
the tinie ai trouble, or su ta sustain us and sanctify if ta
us that it shall wark for us a far marc cxcecding and eternal

"Hgt fgo knowrs what acre temptations meau.
leor ho bath flt. the. sanie."

If ever wc are temped ta debate whethcr it is better ta
have aur own way or ta surrender and let God's wiIl bc
daone, the thought that ought at once ta dccide aur minda
and comfort our hecarts is, that His wiît is always wiscst and
sarest for us. How sad and pcrplexed we well miglit be if
Gad should give us up ta have aur own way and folluw aur
awn counsels ! Who that knows ai the anysteries and
uaacertainties ai the future, the swilt and powerfut farces by
which be is surraunded, would dare ta discard and decline
the divine watcla and care, and choose the path for bis awn
feet ? The greatest security and xnercy of aur lueé is that,
for the mere asking, we may have the Iaving, constant, and
iniallible guidance ai aur heavenly Father. And cspecially
aught sucb a privilege ta seen dear ta us whien the way as
datik and the chauds run low.

It ducs flot fîliovw that an answer ta this prayer will
aliçays lead us through sorte garden ai tears, but more
aiten by sanie other way through a garden ai deligbts.
God's will for us is always the best, and it may be aise
the sweetest and brightest. He does nlot amfict the
cbitdren ai men willingly, ând, when at ail, it is for their
good. He always dues Tt best for us that infinite lave
can do, and what bctttr than that cgp we want ? Know.
ing this, it ought not ta bc bard for Miu ta say. IlThy will
be donc. "


