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Tho Liadies' Ald Sooiety’s’ ropors showed

$31,33; Mnnchester, $42.60; Egmond-
ville. 893; Blake, 820.25; Bayfield Road,
£9.50; Hensall, $132.20; Gaderich, $113;
Kirkton, 831.50; ‘Thames Road, $81.60;
Blyth, $36.09; Londesboro, $39; Lecburn,
13; Goderich Llownship, $6~—81,103.25.
ission _Bands.—~Seaforth, $20.22 ;
Brucefield, 317; Exetor, 830; Goderich,
276; Honsall, 827; Thames Road, $27.35;
Bag(iold. $37.60; Kippen, $39—8:289.07.
Total contributions by both $1.482.32,
At the afternoon and ovening sessions
some carnest. stirring and practical
papers and addresses were given.

Annual Meetings.
MEATFTORD PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH.

Tho annunl meoting of the Mea-
ford Presbyterian church was held on
Wednesday evoninF. January 27th. Re-
orts of a favorable nature were read
om the Session, Board of Managers,
Ladies’ Aid_Society, Sabbath School,
Young People’s Society of Christian
Endeavor, Woman's_Koreign ion-
ary Socioty and the Mission Band. The
Treasurer's statemeont showed a bal-
ance on hand after paying all expenses
of the year as well as about $300 spent,
on painting and papering the church
and building a new shed. The mort-
g:\ge_debt. was reduced by a payment of
00 in Agnl last and now stands at
8940. About 8150 was also given for
missionary and other benevolent pur-

poses during the year.

PRESTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.
The annual congregational meetin,
of the Presbyterian church was hel
recently. The atlendance waslarge,
and aside from business matters was
inlercstm% Various reports showin
work of tho past year were submitte
and all were satisfactory, ospecially the
treasurer‘s, which showed a surplus in
tho treasury The following officers
were also elected: Chairman, W. D.
Hepburn, re-olected; treasurer, Z. A.
Hall; sgeretary, Thos. }I?:burn; Afan-
ers—J. D. Webster, W. L. Wood, and
enry Gimbel, threo years term, Aud-
itors—James Gillies and G. A. Roos.

ZION CHURCH, PARRY SOUND.

The pongregation of Zion church
4eld their annual meeting on Jany. 12,
which was well attended.

The f{inancial report was very satis-
fastory, showing receipts during the
year of $1151.71 and oxpendituro of
'81168'!“.8.}-’-!’-’5 a lexlﬂce (lm manse bul‘:ld&
ing o 25. Quits a large sum ha
becn oxpended in church and Manse
improvements, and tho schemes of
the church have not been forgotten.
The following m:mafors were elccted:
D. Jane, R. J. Leco, and R. Ara,

ST. ANDREWS, THAMESFORD.
The annual meeting of St. Andrew's
Church was hsld on the 14th. Reports
from the various committegs were vory
encouraging. Thero was 69 communioc-
ants added to the roll during the past
yoar, and 12 removed Ly deathvand by
icate. Thero were 128 names on
tha Sabbath School roll. The \W.F.ALS,
ghowed a mmembership of w57, contri-
butions about $157. dies® Ald_show-
ed total rececipts of 8419.18. with an
expenditure of $406.356. Auditors re-
port showed a balance on hand of §401.-
G0, besides & sum of $364.00, as the nue-
lous of a fund with which to build a
new Inanse. R

8T. PATL'S CEURCH.

The sunnal meeting of St. Panl's Pres.
bytorisn Churoh, Prince Albest, N.W.T.,
wag beld in the church on Wedaesday
27th Jan. the pastor Rev. A, Lee, B.A,
presiding. The meeting wag opcned by
Euise. reading of scripture and prayer.

he report of the sesson was pressnted by
ths Clerk Mr. J. 2. Tagearl, Thercpors
report gshowed 104 members on the rolj.
Thers were ecight now members added
during thoyear, bus twenty seven removals
chieSy throagh memboers bavingleft Prince
Albars to reside elsowhore. The congresa-
tion is well organized. It bastwo Banday
sochools, % Y.P.S.C.E.,, and Ladies Aid
Bociety. Ordinanoces are well stiended on
$i:s Babbath, auvd peade and harmony

revail. The pastor ceportad sixtecn

plisms, four deaths and six marrisges,

that the Iadies had ralsed for work
io the congrogation $244 during the year.
A voto of thanke waa given to the ladles,
for thelr valuable services. Tho roport of
the Managers was prosented by Mr,
Howard, Scoretary-Troasorer. The year
paet was in somo respeota & trying onsto
many of our people, yet the finances sro
faicly eatisfactory. Tho prospeots for tho
pressn$ year are goad. Expooses of the
year [or oongrogational purposes smounted
t0 $1.755, and oontributions for missions
and benovolent sobemes §86. A voto of
thanks was passod to Dlies Loo and tho
membera of tho ohoir for their valuabls
pervicos daring the year., Mossre.
Montgomery, Oassie, Nivens and Stovel
were eleoted as managers to sorve for two
yoara and Messrs. Goodfellow and Stowart
to sot for ono year. It was dooided that
the financial statement of tho Managers
ha printed for ciroulation among tho
membera of the congregation. The con.
gregation, after a few words from the

astor congratalating tbem on the work

ong, joined in singing the doxology and
tho benediction closed the mecting.

KNOX CHURCH, GUELPH.

Thoe ,annual business meeting of the
congregation was held Jon. 20th. Re-
ports from 2l oxl;amzahons showed
that good work had been done durnin
the past yecar. Tho session reporte
91 names added to the communtion roil,
50 on profession of faith. Five were

removed by death. and twenty-fous Ly
dismissal, “leaving the membership ab
E.msont §08. Ievcn adults and fivy in-
nts bad been baptised. The report
of the nmnaging bLoard showed reciepts
for current cxpenditure about $2.700;
the debt of the comgregation has been
reduced by over 8300 and an cffort is
being made to clear off the total] in-
debtedness during 1897.  Receipts from
all sources for mission work amounted
to nearly 8700. while upwards of $.C0
bad been raised for benovolent gurposcs.
The congregation was brought under
the form of constitution suggested in
a book of forms and procedure author-
ized by the general assembly, Under
this constitution the following =were
elected managers for thres ‘ears:
dessrs. A. W. Alexander, A, Hales, Jas.
Miller _ nod Thos. Johnson; for t..o
vears, Messrs. Robt. Miller, J. A. Lillie,
J. H. Cardy and A. Whitelaw; for one
yvear, Messrs. R. Gordon, J. A. Scott,
Gen_ Steelo and Heary Weatherston. J.
A. Lillio was re-elected treasurer and
J. B. Cardy assistant treasurer. Miss
Lamont was re-appointed organist.

DEATH OF REV. G. PORTEOUS.

The following resolution was passed
by the members of the Presbytery of
Kingston, assembled for the funcral of
tho lite Rev. Goo. Porteous, at King-
ston, on Janunry 29th, 1807:

“On motion, duly scconded, it was
resolved :—Thnt the members of  tho
Presbytery of Kingston, assembled for
tho funcral of their late co-presbyter—
the Rev. George Portcous, would here-
by give expression to their humbleand
roverent submission to the will of God
in removing from the work of the
Church on carth one who was for so
many years privileged to labour in the
causg of tho  Mnster—and did labour
sucocasfully in_several dillerent por-
tions of the fiddd. e

“To the bereaved widow and children
of their decoased brother they extend
oondolence, and commend them to  the
tender compassion of a sympathizing
Saviour in this, their day of sore afflio-
tion.”

Rev. Mr. Portecus was born in Que-
bec provinee in 1832. He studied at
Qucen’s and graduated in 184. In
1860 ho was called to thoe pastoratc of
the Presbyterian church on  Wolfe
Island, whero ho remained for acver-
al years. During bis first year in
chrrge of the Wolfo Island congrega~
tion ho was married to Miss Gunn,
stoond sister of Alexander Gunn, of
Eingston. From Wolfe Jsland ho was
called to Iroquois and afterwards was
stationed sucocessively at Toledo, Ont.,
Harrowsmith, and lastly at L°Amables
For tivalve months past. his health bas
been very r and Jast. autumn ho
was compelied, rclactantly, to resign
his pastorato_in onsequence. do weat
on a trip to England in hopo that tho
w3 voyage would benpefit him, bui the
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hope was vain. It wus thon plaiply
upmmnt that it would be only nnlﬁtp
ter of timo until his complaint would
torminato {atally. . .

Deceasod is survived by his widow
and a family of six sons and two daugh-
tors, all of whom are grown up. Ho
was most popular and mncoml{ belov-
cd by the members of each of the con-

mﬁatio(na to which he ministered, and
ﬁv osts of friends of all donomina-
tions. and in all parts of the country.
Faithful tn performing the duties of
his offico, charitable. gentle and for-
bearing to a degreoe, he won tho csteemn
and affection of all witlr whom hocame
in btontact, and his death ls dceply
mowrned bﬁ hundreds who had known
and loved him. He wus in the sixtyt-
fifth ycar of hls age. ,

A MINISTER'S STORY,

The Painful Experience of Rev.
C. H. Backhus.

For Fivo Months ho was Holpless and Xn.
durod Agonizing Pains—Could noitaer
Riso Up Nor 8it Down Without Ald—
Ho Tolls Xow Ho Found a Cure,

From the Tilsonburg Qbserver.

The Rev. C. H. Backhus is & resident of
Bsghnm townehip, Elgin county. Ont.,
and thereis probably no person in the
county who is bsiter known or more
highly oteemed. Heina minister of the
United Brethren Church. He also farms
quite extensively, superintending tho work
and doiag qaite s shareof it himaelt despite
hisadvanced age. But ho was not always
able to exert himself ag hecan to-day, asa
few yeare ago he under-weot anillnezs that
many feasnd wounld terminate bis life, To
8 reporter wcoreoently hada conversation
with bim ths rev. gentleman gavothe parti-
oulsrs of his illoeas and cure, with permis.
s10n to make the atatement public, The
story a8 told by the Rev. Mr. Backhts ia
sabstantially as follow:—Abount three yeara
ago hewag taken jlland the doctor who was
oxlled in prononnoed his tronble sn attack
of ]a grippo. He did not appear toget any
bstter and'a second dootor was callel in,
bat with no more eatislactory reenics, so
far as a renowal of health was conocerned.
Following thela grippe, paine of &n excraoci-
ating nataro located themselves in his
body. Ho grew weaker and weaker until
at lawt he was perfectly helpless. He
cou'd not sit down nor risefrom a sitting
posture withoat assistanoce and when with
this azsistanos he gained his feet hs oonld
hobble but & few steps when he was obliged
to be put ina chai»again, For fivomontbs
these agonizing pains wereendured. Bat at
last relisf g0 long delayed oame. A friend
urged bim totey Dr. Williame’ Pick Pille.
He yielded t0 the advics avd bad not been
taking them long when thelonged for relief
wag noticed coming. Ha could move more
easily, and tho atiffnsteand pains began to
leavo hje jointa. He continned ths nse of
the pills {or somo time Jonger and thecnre
was complete, Seeing Mr. Backhus now
it would be difficolt to think of him asg the
orippled and belpleas man of those psinfal
dsyz. Ar. Backhnsis now past his 80th
vear, botag bo eaid, **by the aid of Dr.
Williame® Pink Pills I am seabloas thoss
ten years younger. You oan readily judge
of this when I toll you I 1aid forty rods of
rail fencs this yoar. I am glad to add my
tettimony ia favor of Dr. Williama' Pink
Pills.”

Dr. Willisms® Piok Pills sirike at the
root of the disesse, driving it from the
syatem and restoring the patient fo health
and streogth. Inosses of paralysis, spinal
troubles, looomotor ataxis, sciatics, rheam-
atiam, cryaipelas, scrofuloas troubles, eto.,
thase pills aro superior to all other treat-
ment. Theyars also a specifio for the
tronbles which make the lives of s0 many
women a barden, and speedilv restore the
rich glow of health to pale and szallow
choeks. Ilen broken down by ovarwork,
worry or excesses, will ind in Pink Pills »
oortain onre. Bold by all dealers or sen
by mail pastpaid, at50c. & bax, or six boxes
{or 92.50, by addreming the Dr, Williams’
Modicice Companv, Brockvills, Ont, or
Schenectady, N. ¥. Bewars of imitationg
and subatitaterallaged fobe *! just aggood,’
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