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Correspondence.

Now Hebrides Mission.
Editor Pressvreniay Revigw :

81, —It has novor been my priviloge to
witness 8 more apontancous aud lhiearty
tributo of respect and adiiration than that
with which the members of Assembl{ greoted
Dr. Paton when ho sppeared betoro it in
Brantford last Juno. That tribute was the
preludo to the eager competition of ministors
and congregations throughout the Church to
sccuro a visit from tho vencrablo missionary
who has won so warm a placo in the affectiony
of tho Christiau public. ~ He was able during
his three months with us to respond only tv
a limitad number of tho urgent calls address-
cd to him by those who iweto eager to hear
his voico and aid in fon\*mliui; tho grand
design to which he is dovoting lus life, tho
complote ovan{:elimtion of tho Now Hebrides.
So great was tho cagorneas to hear lus story
of tho work of God among these naked cauni-
bals and toaid in the comnpletion of the work
which by comity of Protestant Misvionary
Socictics is left to Presbyteriana that from ono
to fivo mectings daily were pressed upon him.
Ho was everywhero welcomed by unusual
andiences and tho homes in which ho was en.
tortsined sro yet, and will for many years, bo
fragrant with the wemory of their saintly
visitor,

It deoply paioed many hearts to havo the
happy mnemories of this visit marred aud Dr.
Paton’s laborious efforts to mect our wishes
and his aid in rclieving tho embarrassments
of onr Forcign Mussion Fund (E. D.) reaid
by the disparaging and misicadiug comments
on his work contained in the Fobruary num-
ber of tho Record. To this Mr. Scott hes
added tho refusal of tho simplo justice of per-
wittiog Dr. Paton to bie heard in his defenso
—a refusal that stands out in glaring coun-
trast with the demaund which hie has made on
your spaco iu his own behall.

In tho absence of Dr. P, permit mo space
for reply.  Mr. Scott assigns as his rcason for
futervening in the matter his desiro to correct
verong impressions regarding Dr. P, aud his
work thatin somo way had gone abroad, aud
to culighten coutributers who have been
giving under misapprehiension.

It fell to mo as secretary of the committeo
appointed to arrange mectings for Dr. P, to
conduet the greater part of thoe correspound-
ence arising out of his visits to onr congrega-
tions in Ontatio. From the mcans employod
to give explicit {uformatirn snd from tho
tenor of the letters received from atl parts of
the provinee, 1 can assuro your readers that
no goneral misspprehonsion such as Mr. Scott
imaginos over oxisted. Not ano communica-
tion amony the hundrods that passed under
my eyo indicated tho slightest misapprehen.
sior. regarding the relation of Dr. I to the
mnasion work in tho Now Hebndes or the des.
tination of tho coutributions put into his
hands.

It is upwards of $6 years sinco Dr. P. was
act ajart for mission work in tho New Heb.
rides. Everaiuce, in ono eapacity or another
he has untiriugly devotod his Iife to the grand
work of rescuing tho naked savagesof that
group from their degradation.  Iis perilsand
suflerings on Tanns, his successea on Anitwa,
his vital acrvices to the mission as a whole in
connection with the procuring of the Day-
suring, tho interest that ho was instrumental
an awakeniug in the ovangelization of the Now
Hebndes throughout Australia, his powerful
advosacy to Britain and on thisContinent, tho
wide dissomination of his autobiography and
the tapoass which ita appeals have jonsed in
Christian hearts wherever the English lan.
Ruage 13 spokon, have combined to identify
the namo of Dr. P, with the Now Helndes
Mixsion. Itisonly hunien that the publio
ostimate of his sorvices and the prominence of
his name ahould ha~e provoked jralonsy and
prowptod detraction.

s work as inissionary agent of tho Viee
torian Church, for the past 13 yoars has been
of the timt {mportance to the work on the
greupe He has accomphiahied vastly nore
thanauy one man labounng on the group was
n a position to do.  In the apirit omnoalcli:
devotion hio has gaven the large profits of his
Lok (auflitient to make a very confortable
jrovinon for Linnelf and family in tus old
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ago) to tho misaion, and he, if I bo not misin-
formed, is at this moment personally main.
taining moro than one missiouary thero., The
jntorest awakened by his autobiography in
Britain was so great that it led to the inaug.
uration of an independent movement to for-
ward tho work which Dr. P. has so wuch at
hoart. Sonie 18 months or two ycars ago a
number of gentlemor Isunched a schemo
which thoy desigoated *' tho John G. Paton
Mission Fund," tho objeet of which was *‘to
ovangelizo the non-evangelized portions of tho
New Hebrides.” It has becomo a vigorous
organization with braunches in England, Ire.
land and Scotland. It has a considerable and
rapidly increasing incomo aud publishes an
officia organ with the title of *‘ Quarterly
Jottings.” The funds of this organization
aro put at the personal disposal of Dr. P. for
the purposo stated

Mr. Scott's incthod of telling all this to the
readers of tho Rtecord is *“ Dr. Paton, at pres-
ent, cannot bo said to have any special
msion.” Ho thinks that he sufficiently
defonda bamnsolf against Dr. P’a just indigna-
tion and the charge of misleading his readers
when he states that he gave his information
** without a discouricous ™ word.

It is well known that all interested in the
work on tho group have not been of the same
mind as to tho value of a steam auxilia
vessol for the service. Mr. Scott, trueto b
Now Hebridean antecedents, takes tho antago-
pistic view with those whown ho names. Un
tho other side is the fact, that the missionaries
themsclves long since called for a stoamshin;
the Victorisn church commissioned Dr. P.
years ago to appeal to tho Christian public of

ritain for tho mecaus, and all the other largo
societics, Cangregational, Methodist and Epis.
copalian, ongu;:cg in similar work among tho
istands of the Pacific have found it necessary
to substituto stearuships for their original
aailing vessels. In response to Dr. P's ap-
poal on Liy former visit to Britain the sum of
46,000 was put into his hauds to purchase or
build such a vessel. Within a fow days that
sum has been supplementod by an additional
gilt of £1,000 to secure a better steamship.

The barrier of the additioual cost of main-
tenanco is rapidly meltivg away. Careful csti-
imates have veen made of tho annual outlayon
& steawn auxiliary nocessary. While the sail-
ing Dayspring cost about §10,000 per anuum
for mawtenauce and WolRing e<ponses a
steamship such as contemplated would cost
about $15,000. Theso sre tho figures of tho
friends of the movement. Thoso furnished
by Mr. Scott are tho oxaggerated estimate of
those who have oppoced and aro still seeking
to thwart the project. 3ir. Scott appesls 2o
those whose intercat in the completion of the
work in the Now Hebrides was awakened by
Dr. P’s visit to zend their contributions to
our own Foreign Mission Fund (E.D.) out of
which threo missionarics are supported there.
He agpeals to their sympathies on tho
!i_ronn that that fund is cmbarrassed by debt.

hoso appoaled to should know that their
money will not be applied to the extension of
wission work thero if thoy follow his direc-
tions. He himself is authoiity for saying that
**our church decided some tinse since to leave
further advance to the Australian chuorches.”
The debt of swwhich he speaks was not incurred
in the New Hebrides nor is it duo to any fall-
ing off in contributions to the fund,but to tho
oxtension of onr mission work among tho
Coolics of Trinidad and a{:cci:ﬂy by hnﬁdiug
operativns there, 85,000 being exponded on
schoolhouses in 189]. If they wish their
moncy dovoted to the liquidation of a debt
contracted in connection with that flourishin,
and succossfol mission, good and well, but &
they desire 1o devote a portion of their givin
to extemsion in the New Hebrides they wil
require to accompany their gifts with special
directions as to their destination.

Mr. Scott hav thought it scemly to as.
sociate the word *‘ comfort™ with tho self-
denying and Jabourions wotk in which Dr
P. has boen engaged without rest for 18 years.
Let mo give your reader a littlo insight into
that ** cormfort.,” He v now upwards of 70
yoars of 2 While he «was among us ho was
sulTering almost continuonsly from attacks of
1sland fever, a legacy (rom 1¥mm and Aniws,
yet during tho aweltering weather of July aud
Angust, with scarcely a day's intenzission ho

addressed froin one to fivo meetings—never ré-
fusing one more if place and time could Lo
found for it, carly or late—travelling in tho
intervals long distances by train and road.
His work during theao twro months was a sur-
prising feat of zeal and enduranco, yot he camo
to us ﬁ'om tho midat of oight months such
work in the United States and he has added
six nonths moro just such labour in Britain
sinco hio left us.

Editors, even more youthful than Mr. Scott,
think it necessary to rest from theit arduous
arm.chair labours and recuperate their ex-
hausted energies in some cool and shady ro-
treat during tho heated torm.

But ho is ablo to dispatch tho manifestation
of this wonderful onduiance and quenchless
zeal on tho part of this aged missionary
through these long labourions years with the
light comment, that he haa ell this timo been
enjoying “the sonco and safety and comfort of
a Christain lend.”

The church through her highest court has
in her own way shown her appreciation of his
servicos and sacrifices. Lot us hope that the
feclings that prompted such ungenerous com-
ments on tho part of Mr. Scott will rermain all
his owan. .
With thanka for yonr space, I come to
close. ‘

J. W. MitcneLt.

TuoroLp, May 25th.

Niagara Falls.
JOHN IMRIE, TORONTO, CAN.

Oh, Niagara ! asat tbli brink {atand,
My soul is filled with wonder and delight,
To trace in theo that wender-working Hand,
Whose hhollow holds tho scas in balance
light !

Worthy art thou to be a nation's pride,—
A patriot’s boast—a world's unceasing won-

der;
Like some bold monarch calling to thy side
Subjects from cvery clims in tones of
thuader !

Decp on my soul thy grandeur is impress'd,
Thy awiul majesty—thy mighty power—
Thy ceaseless tumult and thy t unrest,
IZike nations warring in dread conflict’s
hour!

Raiobows of glory aparkle round thy shrine,
Cresting thy waters with etfolgence bright ;
And in thy foaming currents interwinoe
Raro coruscations of commingl’d light !

Liko roar of battle, or like thunder’s call,
Thy dcop-toned echocs roll with solemn

sound ;
Liko pillar’d clouds thy vapours rise, and fall
Like sparkling peatls upon the thirsty
ground !

Rush on ! rush ont in thy uncheck’d caroer,
With avalanchic Kowcr thy course pursuo;

While rounding rocks quske as with mortal
fear,
Aud stand in awo to let thy terrents
through!

Naught but the havd of God could stay thy

course,
Or drive thee back to Erio’s poacefnl keop s
Then onward press with thy gigantio foree,
Till in Ontario’s bosom luli'd to slecp !

Emblem of Froodom ! who would dare cssay
To bar thy noiay progress to the sca t
Then onward press! while bord'ring nations

: ey .
For rstrc;)glh and wisdom to be great and
reo

The abovoe verses are from ths Thind E4i.
tion of Jonx Imgix's Poxus containin
shout 400 3, noatly bound incloth an
rold, and will bo sent, post free, on receipt
of ons dollar. InRIR, Granax & Co., 81
Church Stroet, Toronto, Canaa,




