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and patiently; that, ns it is the word of a Divine Tenclber, it is to bo rend net
merely with the respect of a scholar te bis master, but with the reverence due
Prom man to bis God. As a consequence ef this, Nve are nlot to go to the Word
with pieconceived theeries to be corrobortced, but 'with an open mind seoking
for light, litiving full confidence that what that Word xnay tcnchi Nill be fouind
truc, tbiough it contradiot preconccivcd opinions; that what that Word directs,
wiIl be found rigbit, thougli it iniy cross aind tbwart otir inclination.

This confidence in the abscýlute truth of wbat is revealed is part of our fiith as
Chri8tians. The disciples et Plate, lîstc-cd wvith reverence te the words -tvbiclh
Pell frein bis lips, and whlen bis deep speculaticns transcended their powcrs te
1ollow bim, they beieved in li-that is, passing Prom wh'at tbcy knew, to wbat
hey did not know-baving proved imii to bo a surpassingly able man, tbey hind

confidence in bis furtbcr teacbing, tboughi that teaching mighit leave themn Par
behind.

ihuq, we with the Divine Word. In it there are tbing s biard to bo understood-
the " dcep things et God ;" and tliv spirit that shoilda animate us in their study is
this-te grasp, whiat ive can, and what w'e cannot grasp, te believ.-. And this
brings us to that wvbich lies at the root of the wholc miatter. Te underst-and tbe
Word of God savingly-that is, te recciv'e it Por the great purpose for whicli i t was
sont-ive inuit htave the aid ofithe Sp)irit of Cod. As a mind open to perceptions
et the ludicreus is required te understand satire,-as a mathematical, or meta-
physieal, or a peetical turn et mind are requisito te appreciate wvorks in tbese
departinents oftliterature, 6o the Word ef Cod ean only be appreciated by a mmnd,
in syînpathy and nt unison with the mmnd et Gý, Noiw, tbis synipatby witb the
purposes et God, this uniso-a with tbe wvill ef Ged, can only corne througli the
operation et the Spirit ef God. Tbe Spirit searcbeth ail tbings9, Yen tbo deep
things et God ; and by bis operation upon the understaading and the bcart et a
disciple, lio is prepared te appreciate Pairly the trutb presented te him. A mind
under this influence xnay be likened te a prepared plate in thc procss et photo-
graphy ; and this suggrests another idea et great importance, whichi is, that Uhc
operation of tbe Spirit is net directly Io reveal trit1h, but te put the understanding
and the heart inte, a fit state for acquiring it. The preparing et thc plate dees
net fis the image, tbis must be communicatcd Prom without-so whien prepared
by the Spir:t et ('led for the reception et the trutb, ive bave te seax-ch for it in the
or.Anary way-by caretul reading et tbe Word.

Tbis Spirit, ho it understood, is the spirit, net et l)rejudioe, nor oP passion, ner
ef enthusiasin, nor of tanaticism, nor ef Polly, but oP a suund nîind. To these
,wlo biad it the Apestle could appeal, "J1 spoak as unto wise mon, judge ye wbat
1 say."1 llaving sueli a sound mind, wve shall at once PWiI in witlh the reasonable-
ness et tbe Pollowing, amongst other suggestions

1. As the Seriptures treat of vents long past, taking place in countries remote
Prom us, whiere habits and modes et lite wcre in many cases widely different frein
our ewn, it wvill mucli conduce te a pleasant and Pamiliar acquaintance with, the
truth, if we acquire such knowlcdge of the countries, times, habits, ansi manners,
speken oP, that the force ef allusions shall ho at once perceived, aud we shail as
readily comprehiend the narrative and the prophetie portions as would the persons,
for whem they were originally writtcn.


