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TIIE WANDERERS.
A C[[A PTE R 0 F COVE NANTING STOR Y.

Early next morning ' the prophet' and Robert were on their way to OlenheId
Many a wish Nvas now being expressed, and many a search made, la different
parts, for Mr. Peden's capture and life. 0f this hie was ivell aware. Ilence thley
kept aloof, in theirjourney, fromn the villages and towns, passing over to the so(it
sie of the Irvine, and travelling by Galoston 11111 tili they reaclied Cossnock,
whence they speedily entered the parish of Sorn, and arrived at their desti nation.

Oniv the day before a party of soldiers liad been there fromn Kilmar-nock, ran.
sackiu the place, treating with indignity the inniates, and carryingç aNvay with,
them whlatever they thouglit of value. Mr. Peden cxpressed to bis brother, in
feeling termns, bis deep grief thiat for bis sake hie should meet wvith se mach iii.
treatinent and injury. But hie was immedi-ately interrupted by the excbuinatioin,
« Say not se, brother, it is for God and for fis cause you live and labour-Uic GoJ
we love, the cause in wvbich we too delight; " it is throughi much tribulation we
enter the kingdom." But see, they have uet taker. away this treasure-osir
fatber't3 Bible-and does it not tell us tbat " blessed are they which tire perEe.
cuted for rightoousness' sake, for their's is the kingdomn of heatven ?"

After a scanty meal had been partaken of, and f'amily wvorshi p had been en gagei
in, every spot wblere 'the prophet' wvas wont to frequent, and especi-illy the weil
remcrnhercd walk at a littie distance frorn the bouse, iras visited by hlm. It M.1
a consideratble time since hoe lad been at homo, for hie knew that bi8 pursuers ])ad
spies who were constantly lingering about the place in the hope of takin1g llm.
ln fact, many %vere the hair-breadth escapes wbîch lie had experieuced1 durinig,
bis wearisome journeyings. On one of these occasions, having corne fronimau
line, hie was passing over the moor towards Gxlenboad, when suddenly tiiere
appearcd in sigbt several rnoss-troopers, as they were called, a sort of wild C;alrr
whose duty it was to ride froin one place to another over tho dreary beatb lfre-
quented by the Covenanters, in order to seize themt and drag thei to suffériîg
and froquently to death. Seon by theni, tbey made towards him, la full gall1ýp.
le ran for a well-known glen, on the banks of the river Ayr, Nvlere hoe liad

frcquently before found a safc retreat from bis persecutors. The way was rtgged,
'over a nd heath, and the chiase was long. But just ns hoe caine to die walier
side and iound bimself unaibt 'i lenn, oier it, bis foot slipped anid hoe fell. Near
ivhere hoe lay ho discovered, in a mnoment, a oani uvvor, wbich liad been Scnped
out by the running streaml patly concealed by tbe overhanging grass. Ho rolied
hinisoîf into it, but li .d scarcelIy dune se, before bis pursuers, rushing down theý
bank, and Icoking around after their prey, of wvhom. they had lost sigbit, dashied
into thie water and rode ovr-the hoof of one of the borses sliding down in front
of bis hiding-plnce, and so near hlm, that it grazcd bis hcad, trarnpling bis b!)net
into tie earth beneath. Mr. Peden was flot a man to overlook the providence il
Ilini, %vitbout -%çhose knowledge even a sparrow falîs not to the ground, lu suclia
ieniorable interposition as this. Often would hoe refer te such cases, as toeli
bibi tions of iiimediate Divine interposition.

To vetumr to our native place after long absence and vnany changes, is ever au
occasion of scrieus reflection and solemnn thought. Thiey whio werc bahes at ou.,
fortligoing, the fathers and mothers now-the young mon thon, the old men nu7
-the aged ail, or almost al!, gone-the seenes arouind the same and even perhip
more beautiful, as seen by older eyes and more ezperienced judgnient-sc-.ic'y
new, in fitet tbe world a new one, loto wbich we need a -new introduction, vt,
remembering few, and few remembering us-a whole generation sunk idio the
dust, another entered into life, and the only remaining one having gone on an"
grown old-thero are few wlio have been long from, their natal spot, çisiùongý-
ngain, can do se without the niost tender rememibrances and subdued feinçS.

Net entirely thius, for he had not Leon se rnany years awray ; but yet, :n part
this was the experience of Mr. Peden at this ime. Ilis bonoured f atlier au-
beloved modier were ne more, and lie lad flot been there since thoir decca5e
lUis sister had married, and gone te live at a distance. LUis two brothers, brougb


