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FLAX STRAW FOR BINDER TWINE.

Canadian farmers pay about onc and a half million dallars
a year for the cord which binds their wheat sheaves. This
i made almost entircly from manila and sisal. which has
to be imported from the Philippines and Mexico. 1f the
raw material can be produced in the country, a great source
of wealth would be created.  Flax straw can be used for
making  tinder twine and flax can be grown without

ditticulty, especrally i the Northwest lL.ast ycar there

was under thus crop, west of Winnipeg, over 40,000 acres
The flax s cultivated for the sced only, the straw  bemng
burned. s *s a great waste, Phe Journal has soverat times
called attention to the possibilities, and we are glad to know
that the problem iy being worked ant by the seientists of the
Model Farm at Brandon, and Mr. Wolverton, manager of
the binder twine factory i that town.  Last year this factory
supplicd 250,000 pounds of twine for the western harvest, and
15, we are mformed, this year turning out 6,000 pounds 4 day

As already stated, flax s grown n the Northwest for seed
only, but a sutable fibre for twine can be produced by clowe
scodimg, by which meaas a g stem an the flax plant can
At the expermmenmtal farm, by doubling the
from

be obtawmed.

guantity of sced, a satisfactory straight  stem,  free
branches, has teen seaured, though the yicld of <eed has not
The next step is the improve

Just as the

b en proportionately increased
nient of maclhmery for treating the Hax straw
old a1l had o disapperr before the modern thresher to make
wheat-raising profitable in the west, so the bowler, still in
use 1 Ontario m lax thrashing, mmst he improved upon to
produce flax fibre for ainder twine in commercial quantitics
The machmery for excracting the fibre from the straw has
already been built on a small scale for expernmental purpises,
lass, posscssing the requisite gqualitics
The prac

and twine of the best
of strength, cvenness aungd length, has heen made
ticability of madhiery for produciug twine in marketable
quantities has, however, yet 1o be proven

The expermients will be contnued, and n-xt year flax
weed from Russia will be tried, that country having a reputa
ton fur pw(iucmg the best flas m Farope

1i the western fasmers can grow the raw watenal for
binder  twime, ot will aded halt & nulhon dollars to the value
of their flax crup, with very httle added expense for cuftiva-
tion.  We may alse see the farmer and the manufacturer
wmted wm workimg for the muntenance of a duty on amporte |

twine,

STUDY WHAT THE PEOPLE WANT.

e

Somcone well puints out that the eme thing which keeps
the Brtsh texule mlls busy s the knowledge the Fnglish
manufacturers possess of trade conditions in the various
countrnics to which they export gc'--uls If there is a falling

off 1 the demand for cotton goeeds, say  for China, or Todia,



