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THE CANADIAN INSTITUTE.

EXTJtACT FtO-M -i-iE A.NSUAL ADDIRSS 0F TIIEPEIET A. B3. MACALLU2N1

(Delivcred Novecuber 7tl1, îj.

'l'ie success whichi the Counicil lias achicvcd during the past sessionii i the
inianagtnienit of the Canadiani Iustitute lias enabled the Editing Coiînnittc ta
formiuLtte anl iiii1 roved niethod oi publication, a niietlîod wliicli is more iii accord
wvitl the prescnt requirenients of Science. lu thc past our volumes of -Traiis-
actions " appeared at irregular intervals, and iii sonie cases very long after thc papers
publishied iii theni liad been rcad before the Institute. Specdy publication for
scientiflc papers of value is a great desideratuni. No investigator relishies the
prospect of having bis resuits hceld over for an inconvcnieîitly long timie, %vith the
chance that wvhen they are published they mlay be ont of touch îvith the liteniture
of thc subject appearing bctweenî the date of prescutation and tia, of publicationi.
In this Case, also, lie must face the risk of bis resuits being anticipatcd by anoth2r
%vorker *iii the sanie field. He, therefore, looks for speedy publication of bis papers,
imnîediately tliey are completed, and those maerns are soughit which offer this
advantage.

In conseqtîencc of tliese considerations, and dcsiring to attract scientifice papers
of neiet ta the Institute, the Editing Coninlittee lias decided ta change ',c present
mode of publication. It will not affect the " Transactions," wlîich will be publishied
as lieretofore, but at the end of the Session, and containing only carefully selectcd
papers wvorthy of publication in extenso. The point of departure is in the
institution of -P-roceedinigs," one nuniber of wvhicli is ta appear cvery two nionthis
during the session, and eacli %vill contain thie short papers. and the abstracts of
otiiers read before the Inistitute in the preceding interval. Thîis %vill ensure spcedy
publication, and at thxe saine tune put a preini upon brevity, while it will enable
the Editiing Colnîniittcc ta exercise greater freedon ini the choice of papers for Uhe
volunme of the "Transactions." If the Inistitute is ta niaintain its large list of
Excliangcs, it întist strive for a high: standard iii the papers %vliichi it publislies.
]-Living hiad iii the l)ast but anc Mode of publication, it wvas natural tbat the
Editing Conînîiittec S11o1u]( have (lifficiulties ta Contenl îvith. Papers which coni-
tained niatter of intcrcst. froni a scicnitiflc. bistorical. or otlMr point of view. but
were of inordinate lengtb, were frcquentlv offcred for publication. Tibese liad ta lc
acceptc& outriglit or rejccted sunînîiiarily. There wvas noa nîiddle course. With tile
planl niow adoptcd. thie Editing Conînîiittee can offer, for very short papers of valne,
sucb ail opportniîiit for sp1)edy publication as %vill considerably Offset tbe sacrifices
madle for brevity. I trust tbat the nilen of science 'il the Domninion ii avait
ibieniselves. of the adtaili.ges now coffered'. and tbat the niew venture wiil be a1 succcss.


