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RAMONA.

Bv HELEN JACKSON.

rHAPTER XIII.
Tite Senora Morane lied nover before z

beau s0 diecemfitod as lu thii.mater
cf Ramona sud Alassandro. It cliafed
bar te think over lier o.unvereatieu
with Flipe; ta racal how fer thet
thing sho fiuaiiy attaiued vas froim the(
thiug she lied lu viaw wlo itealega.
Te have Ramous sent te the couvent,
Alesseudro kept as overseer cf ther
pince, sud the Ortegajoaea turnod1
inta the treasury cf the Churcl-tbie
was the plan site limd determined ou lu
ber mmnd. Iuatead cf tuis Alessandro
vas net te, be overacer on the place;
Ramona vould net go te the couvent;
site vould bl arriad te Aleasadro,
aud they 'wouid go away togethan; sud
tie Ortegua jevel-vweIl, tiret vas at
tbing ta ho decided in the future,; that1
shauid be laIt ta Father Saivierdemmat
ta dacide. iBod as the Sanora vas,t
ie lied net quite tie courage requisite

te taire that question wloly inta lier
own bauds.

Oua thing xvas dlesn, Felipe muet
net le cousulted iu regard te titane.t
lie lied neyer kuevu of them, audi
naed n-it now. Felipe vas far t.a e
much in sympatby viti Ramena te,
take a juat viev of the situation. Ha
would be sure te hava a quixotie ides
of Rameuna s igit cf owuership. IL
vas net impossible tiat Father Salvier-
dorma miglit have the samte feeling. If
se, aie muet yield ; but tiat would go
liarder witi ber tien ail tie rest.
Almost the Senora vould bave beau
rcady ta keop the whola thiug a secret
frem tic Father, if lie lid net beau at
tbe time cf the Settors, Ortegna's death à
fuliy iuforrned cf al lie particulans cf
lier bequast ta lier adopted child. At
any ate, iL vould lie uearly a year
belore tha Father came agelu, sud lu
Lie maeantime site would net isk
writing about i. The treasure vas as
safe iu Saint Catiarine's keepiug as iL
liad beau ail these fouteen years; it
sliemld stilI lie bidden tiare. Wlien
Ramena weut avay witi Alessaudro
sie weuld write te PaLier Salviar-derra,
imply atating the fat in lier owu

vay, and Lling hlm that ail furtiar
questions muet vait for decisien until
tbey met.

And se ste plotted and plsuued, sud
mapped ont the future iu ber tire.less
vca-ving brain, tishte wa s mewliat
sootied for the partial failutre cf lier
plazns.

Tiera is nething se akilful in 'itr.
own defeuce as imporious pride. It
li ar ingenioua systent, cf ita omu, cf
rcpias-a system so ingeniout that
the dafeat muet ho sore ndeed, aI nom
%vhich iL cannot stilI fiud semae booty
ta bring off! And aven greater tian
this ingenuity at reprisais is its capacity
for 8eif-deception. Iu tIis regard mn
outdoes vauitv a thousandfoîd.
Wouuded vanity kuowa when it is
metaily hurt , sud limpa off thc field,
piteous, ail diaguises throwu avay.
but pride carnies its banner to the
. at sud fast as it is driven from oea
:id unfumîs it iu suother, never
adeittlug that tiare lu a shae leua
boueur in the second field thoien the
àrst, or in the third titan in the second;-
snd se on tiii deati. It la impo&sible
net te hava a certain sert of admiration
fer thii kiud cf pride. Cruel, those
vie have it, are te aIl vlio comae lu
their way,' but thoy are equaily cruel
ta themselva -heu prida dnauds the
sacrifice. Such prida as thls lias lad
oeauy a ferlera hope ou Lha aurti,
vlan al ather motives hava died nut
of men'a 'breasts -lias van mçàu7 !a
crown, vhich bas net been callad ly
its t'ue nmn.

Bcfore the afte-mnoon was over the
Senoma had lier plan, lier chart cf the
future, as iL ware, ail reconstructed;

the sting orflher divcamfture soothed;
the plaold quiet cf lier manner rostored;
ber habituai occupations alou, and
littia ways, ail reaumed. She wu~
going ta do Ilnething', in regard te
Ramone, Only ahecliersli knew how
muai that meant; how bitterly muoh 1
She wished ahe wore aura that Felipo
aIe would do "nothing ;" but hber
mind stili mi8gavo her about Folipo.
Unpityingly ohe lied led him on, and
entangled bit in hie own werds, stop
by step, tili she Lad brouglit hlm ta
the position alie wisbed him te take.
Osteneibly, hie position and hors were
one, their action a unit; ail the ame,
ahe did not dociv'e hrself as te bis
rosi feeling about the afT<ir. Ha lovad
Ramona. He iiked Alesamdro. Bar.
ring thle question cf faxnily pride,
which heolied hardiy thought cf tili she
suggested it, sud which ho would not
dweil on spart from lier contiauing ta,
presa it.-barring this, lio would bave
Iiked te have Alesandro marry Rn-
mena nd remain on the pince. Ail
this would comae uppermoat in Falipe's
mind aganawlien hoe vas removed from
the pressure of lier influence. Neyer-
thelas aie did nlot iutend se speak
ivith hlm on the subject again, or te
permit hbmta ao peak ta ber. Het
ends would be beat attsined by taking
and keeping the ground that the ques-
tion cf thair non-interference liaving
heen sattied once for ail, the painful
tapie sliould nover bc ronewed be.
tweon them. In patient silence they
must avait Ramona'a action; must
besr wliatever cf disgrâce and pain abc
chose te infliet on the femily which
lied shoiteredlier from lier infancy till
now.

The detaila cf the Ilnething " ahe
prepeaed te de, slowly arranged them.
salves in ber mind. There should be
ne apparent change in Ramona's posi-
tien iu the bouse. She ahculd comae
and go as freeiy as ever ; no wàtch on
lier mevementa; abe sbould cnt, sloep,
rise Up and ait down vitli tlier, as
befoe; thare aboula bo net a word, or
net, that Feiipe's sympathetie sensitive-
nesa could construe into any provoca-
tien ta Ramona ta mrn away. Nover.
theless, Ramensabsouléd ha made (o
feel avery moment cf every beur, that
sbe wa? in disgrâce; that sie wa with
tbem, but net cf thema; tint sheclied
choen an alien's position, aud musit
abicoe by it, How this -wss ta ho doue
the Senora did net put in word. ta
lierseif, but sho k-new very well. If
anything would briug the girl te lier
sonnes thia would. There miglit stili
bo a hope, the Senora believed, ao littie
did she know Ramona's nature, or the
depti of lier affection, for .Aicssaudre,
that she migit be in this menuer
brouglit te ses the onormity cf the
offence she weuldommit if alie per.
sistedinhber purpse. Andif lacdid
perceive tiiis, confeas ber %7rong, aud
givo up the mnrrag-the Sonera graw
almnost gencous and toleraut in ber
thouglits as abc contemplnt'edi this cou-
tingency-if she did thus humble hier-
self, aud returm u b ler rightful aile-
pince in the Moreno lieuse, the. Senoma
would forgive ber, aud wouid do more
for lier t.ban she liad over bitherto
dore. ')ho would take lier te Los
Augelos and te 'Honterey; would show
ber n littie more cf the worid ; and it
wus by ne mens unlikcly that there
migit thus corne about for lier a satis-
factory and honorable marriage. Felipe
aboula ses that ahe vas net di.sposed te
deal anfairly by Ramona iu auy way.
if Ramona lierseif would boliave pro-
perly.

Ramona's surprise, wben the Senora
enterêd ber rocm just belote supper,
sud, in lier ordiuary toua, asked a
question about the chili whicb was
drying ou theo Tersuda, was se grat,
flest sho could net avoid Shewiug it
both in lier voice snd look.

The Sonore recoguised this xm-
madiately, but gava ne aigu cf haviug
doue su, continuing whet ash id te,
say about tha chili, tho hot Run, tho
turninig cf the-grapea, etc., procisoly

as she would have opoken ta Ramona
a week previeus. At leait thus vau
wliat Ramena nt flret theugt ; but be.
fore tie sentences were flnishod sha
lied dotectea in tIre SenoWse oye aud
toue tbe weapous whiai ware te bo
employad againat lier. Tho emotion
cf haif-gratoful weuder with whiah she
lied heard tlie firat words ahauged
quiakiy tealioart.siok mieery before
they wero concluded ; and aheaeaid te
herseif: "Tbat'B thea way he is going
te break me down, aie thinke I But
she cen't do it. I eau boer auything
for four days; and the minute Alemsan
dro comas 1 viii go away witi him."
This train of thouglit in Rarnena's
mind var refiectod lunlier face. Tlio
Benora saw it, and hardariad lerseif
stili more. It vas te be var thon.
No hope cf aurrender. Very val!.
Tho girl had made ber choice.

Margarita vas now the moat puzzled
parson lu the liousehold. She oad
overiee.rd anatches cf the converaation
between Felipe and lis mothar sud
Ramona, liaving ]et lier curiosity get
se far the botter cf lier dicretion as te
creap ta the deor and listen. lu fact,
she narrowly escaped being cauglit,
having lied barely time ta begin lier
feint cri eweeping the passage.vays
wlieu Ramona, flinging the door vida
open, came eut, affer ber final raply ta
the Senora, the mards cf vhich :lar-
garita lied distinclty heard: Ged
wiil punieli yen."

IlHoly Virgin 1 liow dame she aay
thst ta the Sonora 1" ejaculated Mar-
garita, under lier breaili ; and thre nont
second Ramena rushed by, net aven
seeing lier. But the Senora's vigilant
ayes, fellowing Ramona, saw bier ;-and
the Senore's 'oice lied a ring cf
suspicion in it, as alie caliad, IlHow
comas iL you ara svaepiug the passage.
wey et this heur cf the day, àlargaritaf'

It vas surely the davil himself that
put into Margarita's lead the quick lie
whicli she iustsntaneously teld.
IlThere was early breakfast, Sonore, te
hoe cooked fer Alessandro, wlio was
settlng off in baute, anud my mother
vas no'h up, seaI1lied it ta cook.Y

As %In.garita said this, Falipo fixed
bis eyes steadily upon lier. She
changed colour. Falipe knav thie
vas a lie. He aidseen Mnrgsitmt pear-
iug about amoDg the willows vile ho
vas talking witli Alessendro at the
sheepfod; ho lied sean Alessandro
hait fer a moment aud speak te lier as
lie roda past,-ouly for a mmeant;
then, pricking his hoeealarply, lie lid

1galloped off down the valley road. No
breakfast had Alessaudro had at Nlar-
garita's bands, or any otbnr's, that
morning. What could hava been Mar-
garit.a's motive for tolling this lie t

But Felipo lu' 3 toa many serions
cares ou bis mind ta, busy limlaf long
with any theught of Margarita or lier
fibs. Si lied se;d Lhe firat thiug
which came inte lier liead, most iikely.
te shakter lierseif from the Seooa's
diepleasure: vhici vas iudaed vor
near the trutli, ouly there was added
a spi il cf malirè- agaiuat Alessendro.
A sight undercutrrut of joalenilaua-
tagenisEratowards him lied begun ta
grow up among the servants of Isto;
festered, if net eriginated, by Mer
garita's sharp sangs as te his being
adrnittod ta sucli strauge intimacy vitli
the family.

Whie Felipfi continued 11, aud vas
zo soothed ta ret by bis music, thare
vas ne room for cavil. Tt vas natural
that lessandro came sud vent as s
pliysicran miglit. But sfter Fehipe
lied recovercd, wby sliould tusa freedom
sud intimncy continuû? More tisai
once there bad beau aullen ruetttemiugs
cf this krind ou the uortli verauda,
wlien ail tha labourer8ansd servants
wera gatboed there cf au cvening.
Alessandro aloe being absent from the
group, sud the souna& of bis veico or
bia violin coming froru the souti ver-
suds. whera the family st.

Il wouid ho s geod thing if vo too
liad a bit cf music nov aud then,"
Juan Canito would gramublo ; I"but the

lad'. ciery enougi cf bia bow on thie
aide Lia lieuse."

IlHIo 1 ve'ronet good ceugli for
hlm te play te 1" Margarita wouid
reply; 'Lke master, like servant,' le
al geod proverli semetimes, but net
aways. But tharo's a deai geiug on,

en tho varauda youder, besidets fiddl.
int 1" sud Margeit' lips wouid pursotemselves up in an expression cf
concentrated mystery sud secret kuow-
ledge, weli fitted te dav from ûvory.
body a fire cf questions, noue cf whieli,
howaver, weuld sheasaer. She kunew
batter than toalsisder tho Senorita
Ramona, or te say s word even refleet-
ing upon lier unfavourably. Net a
man or a voman thare vould have
berne it. Tliey al l ad lovad Ramena
ever since she cama amoug themà as a
toddling baby. '1hey pett"l ler thon,
and idoiised lier nov. Net one of
them whorn aie lad net doue goed
offices for-uursed them, cheored tLemu,
romemlbe-red their birtbdlraeand tLii
salnta'-days. To no eue but lier
mother lied Margarita uubosemed vbat
aie knew sud what esected ; sud old
Marda, frightenod at the bare pro

uucgcf aucli words, lad terrifiad
againuta the solemnest cf pro.

misas, neyer, under nny circumatances
wliatevar, te say sucli thinga tea %uy
aLlier memuber of the family. Mande
did not balieve thom. Sic could net.
She believed tint Margarita's jaousy
lied imagiued aIl.

"And the Senera; stl'd eond yen
packing off tbis place iu au heur, and
me toc, long's I've livad blie, if ever
aIe vas te know cf your blnckaniug
Lie Senorita. Au Indian, tee I Yen
muet le mad, Margarita VI

Wlien Margarita, lu triumph, lied
flown ta tel liear that the Senora lied
juat dragged the Senorita Ramena up
the gardeu.walk, sud shoved ber into
ber room sud Iocked the deer, and
that itwva becausa she bad cauglitlien
vitli Alessandro at the vashiug-stoues,

Marda firet crossed lierself lu sheer
meclisuical fashien et the eiock a£ thre
atory, and thon cuffid Mangsita's arn
for telhing lier.

Il'VII taire the liead off your neck, if
yoe ay that aIoud again! %Vbtever's
coma ta the Sonore 1 Forty years J'vae
livod under thia roef, sud I neyer saw
ber lft a baud te a living creature yet.
You're out cf your sauges, child 1" sha
said, ail the Urne gazing fearfuliy
tavards the neoru.

IlYou'Ilisee vhetlier I am eut cf my
coses or net.' retorted Margarita,
sud rau hack te the diuing room. And
after tha diuin--room door vas shut,
and the unhappy pretance cf a sùpper
liid bpgun, oic! Manda lied . liersoîf
crept softly te the Senerita's door sud
listened, sud hoard Ramena sobbing as
if lier ieart would break. Then aie
mevw that what Mergarita lied said
muzt bo true, sud lier faltiful seul
vas in sera straits whst Lta thiuk.
Tho Senorita misdemeau barself i
Nover! Wlieteverhappened, iLvas net
that! TIers was some terrible mistako
somevliere Kneeliig at the keyloe,
sie lied clled cautiouBly t ta .nua,
."Oh, my lamb. wlatiets itV" But
Ramena bla net lioard lier, sud the
danger vas toc great cf reinainiug;.-se,
scrambliug up vitî diificulty from lier
rieumatie kueca, the oId veman lied
iobbled beck ta the kitcien as mucli
in tha dark as beiore, snd, by a curi-
onsly illogical cousequeuco, crosser
than over ta bar daugliter. AIl the
next day sha watch6d for lierseif, sud
could net but sec that ail appearancos
bore eut Margerita' satatements. Aies-
aaudro's audden deperture lied been a
tremendous corroboration cf the story.
Net oeeof the men lied had an inkliug
cf iL; Juan (Janita, Luigo, loti alike
astenished; uo word loft, ne message
sent; only Sanor Felip lied id care-
Iessly te Juan Can, after breakfast:
11 You"I have ta look eftor thiDgs yeur-
self fer s 1ev days, Juan. Alessandro
lias gene te Teniaculs."'

IlFer s 1ew days Il' exclalmod Mar-
garita, sarcastically, vlian this vaz


