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hold words." Not the 1tut wel known of these leffl uimortals
im "the Duchees of Kingston" a frail beauty of the days when 111
George the Second and Ger-ge the Third were Kings. "«The
Duchess of Kingston's case " is to be found arnong Smith's Leading
Case, and it is reported at length in 20 State Trials, p. 355; but
probably iiot very rnany of those who find the case quoted as
authority take the trouble to find out what vas the nature of
this c<zu8e celé bre. If they were Wo do so they would find it really
more entertaining than many a novel; and t«a~use we believe
its particulars are not very gene-.lly known we think it worth
wbile Wo give sorne account of it.

It is interesting flot only for the variotis questions of law
raised li tbe course of the trial, but also, for the romantic incidento-
whicb gave rise Wo the prosecution, because the case was a prosecu-
tion before the Peers for bigaxny, or polygamyf as it is styled in
the Royal Conunission directing the trial.

One peculirity about the case is this, thet the accused was
found guilty and therefore she was not li fact "the Duchess of
Kingston," and the case which has been quoted so oft as " the
Duchess of King8ton's case" was flot really the Duciier- of
Kingston's, but the Countess of Bristol's.

The case illustrates the loose state of the marriage laws in I ~
the tireof George 11. The heroinc of the case was boni Elizabeth
Chudleigb and at the time of ber f rst niarriage she was a maid of
honour fo the Princess Royal. In the month of June, 1744, she
met the Hon. Augustu8 John Harvey at the Wincbester races,
he beLi~g then a youth of seventeen, and i the Naval service,
Miss Chudleigb was then eighteen and she was on a visit at a
place near by called Lainston, where her aunt, a Mrs. Hainner,
was staying. Lainston was a diminutive parisb. It cénsisted
of the house in which Miss Chudleigh was stayi'ng and a churvh
which was in the garden of the houpe. Mr. Harvey visited Mis-
Chudleigh at this bouse, and a secret marriage between tbemn was
agreed on, and the Rev. Mr. Airns, the parson of int,
ngreed Wo solexnnizé- it. About eleven o'clock at night the bridai

prir, ac-cmpanied by the aunt, Mms. lainner, and two gendeinen I
went to the ehurcb in the garden, and the niarriage wvas solemnized.


