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ON TU UTILITY 0F O lTHFS.

aud the tendency oulside is flot to stamp a lie each other, fcared to examnine paiities ini a cause,
w-bui the seveî e condemrnation whieh it nierits. or even any persors interesfed, howeser re-
Iu the desire to secure veracity in our tribunals xnotcly, in the resuit; and whiei justice w as
the interests of trutb general]y have been over- but f00 often defeated fromi the absence of auy
looked, tboy ba-ve bren cempletely lost sigbt ene w ho conid testify to the roatter in dispute
of, and socicty suflèrs in ail ils dealings ln save the plaintiff or dcfundarît, and ru-ither
erder tbat a resuit mnight ensue, w'hich deeper could be a witness. Il'Ymo ici ri-pri causà
inv estigation into the subject muust prove t0 tei tis e8se deleet"1 w e borrow ed frem the civil
bc net obtainecd. In ordirnary dealiugs, and in law. IlIf the ruies of exclusion," says Taylo r,
eîriary conversation, we frequently flnd in- "Lad hcen really found(d, as they puri orted
dividuals net ouly pledgiaig their bonours, but to te, oui public expcriene, tbey w ould have
wullirg te gise their oaths as guarantees of tbe furnishcdl a meet revohtirg picture of tbe ig-
cceretiie-s cf Iheir assertions, aud eue cern- norauce and depravity of buman nature." At
maon exceiencce teachies us tbat w ben sncb tbe ecommencemnent of tbe present century,
guiuic(es aie effeerid those iudividuals arc Jercny Bleuthamn calied attention to the ah-
lyirg inet. A slow of candour tee frequeut- surdities et our sysiens of evideuce, sud but
jy iC leSis ceniplete absence ; aud wbien 16 years bave passed siuce complote justice lu
me licar a mï Pulj elac;rg bis statemeunts w itb Ibis respect bas bren doue te tliat shirewdest
tbe i lu ase "Itele yenu the th utîb" as a sort of jueists. lu 18g8. interest ceascd te ho an
cf ads ai-ce uidw c niay look eut for bcirg objection ho a w iteess ;ten years Inter the
deccived le scmeway or other. Assuicdly peison wbo Lad eco)niiftcd a crime was no
flic inijunction "su -Warneot al" ' pessesses more loager excluded ficm the w'itness-hex. In
mun c.nr glibm the beated cectroversies cf sects 1846 tbe iEngiish Couufy Conrts began te ex-
bave allowcd lis te perecise. -A kren observa- perimeut on ibe evidence cf plaintiffs sud dc-
tien cf' h :n ratIuie cei tLe pait cf tbe fendants sud their wis es, but it was net till
Fe cei-er i bhi istiauily, ss iih is maunifestcd 181 tliat, the experiment baviug proved suc-

gauadapaýn ýn other 1 -ioobcclcbn, cessfifl, Lord Lrouglîsîn was able te induce
lin pIed ttc essids ; sud the atfempt of Parliamient te lot lu sncb esidence lu almost
Pnbu s' te shcw thiat tLey wcre i na pplicable ail cases. Nor is the day DOW far distant
Ie jodical caibe niirely fails priucipally Le- Mwben the mnoutb cfa prisener eau any longer
caiuse ie uîî p eheudcd tbeir.meaniug. "'Let bc kept closed. Yet, w heu Bentbani's slows
3 oui- ceon munica (ons be yea andnawy, l'or wlat- began to ho acceptcd, there were net wanstirg
soes e is more tban these ceîneîhi cf exil," fti se proplbehs lu ahundance, wbo foretold the
tîtese w erds show the ides preseut te tbe mmnd cemasital cf the niost dreadful perjuries.
cf' tic- speaker tlîat fhe trnîb is deserved by w itheut entering into the varions views as
the addition cf au oail. W ere trutb sacred te wbat censtitutes the essence cf an oath, its
lu tlle mailoet place, its character would net, suppoecd advantages canuot ho more sfioîîgly
aed celi net, suflèr whlen uttercd in a Court stnted than lu the words of Johin Pitt 'Taylor.
et Justice. Lie trutli lu the lafter case cf il, He says-
unwlelesoîee surmieîdiugs, lot it stanîd eut in - The wisdi m cf cnforireg tho nia li re-
its ossn abstîact graine ss sud imiportance, quires svitiieses te o suorn, (SiiLot ss cl ho dlis-

aidw eshh b sue f hufbheng peen Dii put cd; far altîmeeigli the ordinary cliiiîhn cf an
îLe stect, aud eeesequeufly muore sure than oatii-v iz. a religions acce crt mb ~ licb a
ai piesent et secuîîug it lu our tribunals. person reniouncosý tLe înerey sud iuîpeeatcs tho

Su.ppo.sh g, lieuever, the proposition incapa- sergesuce et Ilcavcu if lie de net sjcaltlîe h>ruth'
le cfi eceof that trulis sufiers hy heing con- înay ho open te eciumeîît, since tLe dcicn cf ihe

cidei-cd seuiietliiig lîigber w lien utteî-ed hefere oath is, sot te caîl the attention ef God. te mnii,
aw ig aud gets than it, N w bru spoken in but the attenition cf ti te Ced; net te cail upon
otLe ciiclaticns of liftè. 1111 the taking cf an Ilim te piîisb the tvreag-dose, but coi the svitîîrss
el ct ai, enly ho justified ou grouuds of ex- to irmenîler îhat 1le wi 1l assuredly do se , stll

ht u-t ho show c, fiest, tbat the 'tuuih cu]t Lth Lslsîgtededîeucy.the eonscence et the ulteess the lau Le4eîîsures
i 1 ]n sanictio n is cf asail whiere sîiple sud the utheratîce et trutie" (ý 124k,)

eia cdcsicuýce weculd te w eak se d in-
s.ciî,and, eccondly, tliat eue lix os and Again w c are hrouglit back te conscience as

pi ci ci tles are icaliy protectcd lîy the notions the scmnething w hicb is te ho laid beld of for
w hidi people aie supplieî te entertain upon securieg trufh ; it is tlie wittess' conscience
bcbig put througb the oath foimrula. Par(ný ahich is te o aflectcd, and hence the mnesring
fhetica lly it may ho obscrvrd that witb the ef the question-" D)o 1-eu believo that eatb
legal sanction vvcare net.at peeseet cenccrned;- binding on -cul- conscience." We bave scen,
tliat in sotie shape must ilu ays ho maintained. Loe s r, tlîat the nmoral faculty is net supplicdl
Tho Lîistory et the ian' et exidcnce wvouid fur- witb non strengthbhy the administration cf an

nisli ns witb curions iuhoeiiiatien ce this suh- oatb. It is eue cemmon oxperieuce that the
jeci, but te eue euly ef its cLapters nord religions sanction etf the oatL dees uer doer a
rotorence now ho made, namiely, te that wbich dislioiiest witîîrss, though the legal penalties
tells, of the lianes w bon mon, se Lae înistrusting fOi- perjuey ndoubtedly frequently do. It le

but seldem, tee, that tlîew-ituess pays any beed
*Mc. & r. rutîo01 tue iiiJ, P.11, C. ai. te the offber et the court uho perfor-ms the


