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matter of the work, contenting himself with smre very amusing observationg on
i.e decidedly vehement rernarks of the anthor upon certain judicial utterances
to which he takes exception.

It rather shocks one's senne of the eternal fitness of things to hear a text
writer, made of the same clay as the rest: of us, speak of judgments-«a -bemng
absurd, urnmitigated nonisense, ridiculous, etc., nor in one thereby f'avorably
impressed at the start. The preface shows that whilst the author bas an utter
contempt for the opinion of some of the judges he hias occasion to review, be
has unbounided confidence in his own opinions. He is quite right ini saying,
"The work is an absolutely new one on the subject; not a rehash of Blackburn,
Benjamin, or anv other writer." That it is flot a rehash is flot in itself a matter
of regret, rather'the reverse. WVe have too inuch of that sort of thing, and it is
refreshing to find an author who in prepared ta do and does his awn thinking,
and who, whether right or wrong. hias the courage of his opinions, and seeks to
expose 'vhat hie thinks fallacies, even though hie may use bis pepper-pot of adjec.
tives with unnecessarv and very unusual freedomi.

Whilst we feel bound to make these observations, an examination of the
books shows that there bas been niuch patient research and hard work, as well
as a consideration af principles involved; the latter being a feature whichi is not
voery generally a mnarked one in Englisli text-books, though more observed bvN
authors in the United States. This perhaps is partly by reason of the utte'r
irnpossibilitv' (in truth, a useless endeavour) of reconciling and explaining the
multitude of conflicting decisions of the innumerable courts to the soutb of us.

l3ook I. is divided iinto three parts under the headings of: What is a sale?,
Gifts distinguished; Bailments distinguished. Book IL takes uip the subject of
Special Sales, in reference ta infants, mnental disabilities, rn-irried women, ship-
masters, corporation sales, sales where fiduciary relations txist, partners' sales
and agency. Book Ill. gives a dissertation of the subject of sales as affecting rail-
ways, and in it are collected mnanv very valuable railway. cases i ncluding that
very important one with whîch this book opens. i;,,ok IV. treats of the subýJect

offrauds.
Thotigh it cannot be said that Mr. Travis bias given an exhaustive dissertation

on the subject of sales, lie has, as hie says, been complete and exhaustive within
the limnits laid down, and lias alsu given valuable comrmentaries on varions tapies
connected with the subjeet; and, though presenting his views in his own peculiar
stvle, -ives food for thoughit, and bis book will thus be a valuable addition ta,
although it mav flot take the place of the works of the authors ta which refer-
ence bas been made. There are some subjects discussed that perbaps do not
corne strictly within the law of sales, but rather are collateral 1-o it. We are'
tald, however, that h le pro)poses to issue two additional volumes covering a
variety of other questions connected with it, left over for later consideration.
Wben te lias done this, hie iihould have pretty well covered the ground. ïMay
we hçpe that in these succeeding volumes MI-r. Travis mnay be soniewhat more
moderate in his language kiid more careful in bis chaice of expressions, and thus
avoid giving cause for offence against good tante and a fair opening ta a
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