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bowever was not detected by the boys) and ail a< once the pigeons
rose <o, some litte heught and went over the woods. Trhe <ail
feathers of these birds, have a large handuome b&riced spot on
inner web, and thie children were in thie habit of pocking up <berne
pretty feathers shed by tlie birds as tbey flew over. Ahougii
these tremendous fliglits going north, were an anoual occurrence
for desi at a time, 1 cannot remember that 1 ever saw a single
large dlock going south. The. reason for this bas always been a
problero when on. considers the enorunous numbers which come
from tlie south each year.

The. motion of <lies. Blocks was far more swift <ban <bt of
any o<ber bird 1 had ever seen, so swifi in fact <bat on. could
de<ec< <hat a dlock was moving as; soon as ever it came in sigh<-
as a cloud in the J-istance ; and as <bey .passed by, on. Bock l.
lowing another, it gave one tb. impression of battalions of soldiers
following eacb other on <lie double.

Dr. Bethune <hen read some extacts frou the Cauadùar
!JVahsuwùt, Volume 1, for 1857, prelacing <hemt by a fiew riemarks
about tbe appenrance of <bat magaine.m Mr. Eikanali Billings, tbe
editor, it seems had permission rom <lie son of Audubon, mmd
Itou some other naturalists, <o Use <heir writings in bis magazine
Many verv interesting details were brouglit out from <liese articles,
one Mf which was radier .Urading when carefully coosadered ; <bis
was a calculation by Wilson of <lie number of birds whicb le saw
pans a certain point in a given <ime one dav in Kenotucky, in wbicb
bis &Ml estimate was <bat <lie bird, lie bad 1a a -would coSmme
seveateen million busies of grain in a day. Wison', wri<iag
reierred <o <lie nes< ot <the pigeon as coa<aining but one egg as a
rule, but Mr. Billings, in a note, stated <bat thie net usually con-
tainedl two eggs. Som M the members preseat bad rend delinite
reports each way, and Mr. Keays bas a single egg, wbic consti-
tuted <lie wbole set, and was <akea by bis brother in Minnesota
years aKO. Dr. Bethune had neyer beard of breeding grounds
being near <lie localities wber e . bd lived, althougb straggler
were <o, b. seen ail sommer.

Sir. J. J. Baker said <bat it in not over tbirty yemr g ic
rooau ng places exis<ed about tbir<y miles norheas< Mf Toronto.


