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1. A careful gradation of the subjeet matter, and skill in its pre-
sentation. Tho principle iipop wlichl the sub jeet inatter was
arranged w'as this: Begrinning withi naine" of fainiliar objeets
and simplest constructions, new inalter- is intro(liie( as it is
required for conversation. 2. In prcsenting new subleet inatter
the flrst tessons should bo oral. The purpose on hand is two-
foid :To get the pupit to understand and to speakz. There
wero tliree wvays of' interpreting lanoeuai' spoken in an
unkmiown tongue. By an :îppeal to objeets or to pictures,
whose names are at the saine time given;- by means of gesture,
modulation of voice -an(1 expression of coufftenance, and after the
tirst stages, by means of the vocabiilary :îlready acquired. There
were two ways iii which pupils get practice in speaking, by re-
peating in concert an(l by replying to quiedýions. The art of'
questioning was important, and this princile should be observed:
Neyer ask a question tilt the answer, or at le.ast the material of
the answer, has been griven as a statemient andI understood. The
subject matter must be graded ;the first step is an objeet lesson;
thon new material is introducedl, as3 requirced for- convert3ation, to
weave into a progressive eourse. A cour-se lias been announced
ibr the province of Q'xebec, and bias the sanction of the (lepart-
ment. In Montreal, the teachers are eb afting the ne'v course
upon the old. In reneral, thourht is connected with language;
this makes it attractive ani scientific, and a more valuable train-
ing for the mmnd than the 01(1 method.

Followving the consideration of the sub ject of Freneh and the
method cif conducting classe-4 in it, camie the question of the Tonic
Sol Fa system. A clpar and concise statement of the mierits ofthis
systemn was laid down by Mi». W. IL Smnith, in a paper rea1 before
the Convention. As this paper wvill appear in a future issue of the
Record, wve need not report bis argument in full here. To eluci-
date, several young ladies volunteered as pupils, and Mr. Smnith
proceeded to, explain the principles of' teacbing. lie recomnmen-
ded to teach the thing before the sigu, neyer to sing with the
pupls;- to get the answeris from the duli or inattentive pupils and
to plan the lessone before groing to class, so as te bave some new
point, however ýsmal1, of a fresh l)iesentation of an old fact at each
lesson. He divided bis suggestions under the four heads-tine,
time, voice training and ear training.
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