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Her attachments were steme and eoering, and
there was that element of hetoisin in her soul. that
sho wonld unhesitatingly have sacinieal hite 1o
the object of herlove,” It is nat to be wondered at
that, with such qualities ot mund and hewt, Kager
was deeply impressed with the solenn and snposing
superstitions of the Aztee rebtgion,  Plie taves and
cerenionics by which they wete illustinted and
sustained, were well calcu‘utcd o s 01t very
depths, a soul like hews, sl gave the fudest ever-
cige to ber wild imagination, ~ ‘I'hat pompous 1utual
those tertible orgies, repeated betore her eves al-
most daily from her intaney, hind hocome biended
with the theughts aid assocratioes v et s,
amd intimately related (0 every se ue that cate st
&l Jier heartor engagad ber faney. Yoo hor sonl
was ot enslaved to that dark and diseaal sup sy
tion.  Though accustontat 1o an awint Vet
of the priesthood, she did not tegan e as it sue
perior race of beines, m listen 10 thoe words, ax i
they had been andible voices ftom bemen.  Her
spurit shrunk from many of the darker tesalations
W the established mythology, and opeaty 1ev it
rom some of 1ts mfmumn exacuong. . B chiutas
hunyg loosely upon her; and she seemead 1ally pro -
pared for the freedmm of @ purer aud lotier tank,
Her extreme beawty, Her bewiateung gatety, and |
her vaned talents, antracted many adunrers, it )
somenoble and worthy sutors, “But Kutee had
another destiny 12 fullil. She et herse (o be the
guanfian angelof' the ill-fated Tecmchpa, and her
fove for the princess lett no soom for any otier pas-
sionn her heart, She thereors getused wil sonets
Lations, und remained the seltary nustiess ot he
toating island,

Kavee'sdeparture from the palaes, didnot in any
degree lessen ler interest mthe weltare of the v g
princess.  She was assiduons in her wtention o)
every thing that could promote her happun ss § and )
seemed to value the lowers she cultivated on he
chinampa chietly asthey afforded her the means
ot daily correspondence with “Lecuichpo,  She
managed her istand bhe a canoe, and  moved about
$om ene part of the beautiful lake to another, visit-
inge-by turns the cities that glittered on 1ts margin.
and sometimes traversing the valleys 1 scuch o

of W mountaine for whatever ol rare awl precious
she might chance to, find.” “The-chivaliy of the
Aztess” rendered such adventures perfectly safe.
their women being always reganted with the great-
st tenderness and respect, and treated with @ del-.
teacy seldom surpassed in the most cavihized coun-
tries of Christendom,

‘This chivalric sentinent was, not improbahly
heightened, in the case of Karee, m part by her
evtieme bcaul{, andm part by the power of her
geniusand the brtlianey ol her wit, - She commsand-
«l respect by the foree of her intellect, and the pu-
nty of her heart ; whale the uncommon depth and
splendor of her inamimation, when excited by any
fwonte theme, and the scenungly meshassubie
fruitfulness ofher mental resources, tves el tey,
in the view of the multitade, with something of the
digndy, and much of the superstitious charm ol a
prophetess.
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N . CHAPTER 1L
YOUTH OF THE PRINCESS—IIIR I' \RLY
LOVE REVEALED~—PROPEFIC AN
NOUNCEMENT ANDSUDDEN ARRIVAL
OF THE SPANIARDS,
Breathe not his noble name even to the winds,
Lest they my love reveal.

. ° I'have mystical lore,
And coming evenis cast thesr shadows before.

The childhood of the fair princess passed away
without any event of importance. exeept the oceas
sivnal recurrence of those dark prophecies which
overshadowed hier enttancs mto lige.  Ner father,
who had exercised the office of priest hefore he
came to the throne, was thoroughly imbued with
the superstitivus reverence for astrolowy, which
formed a part of the religion of the Aziees. T
ali the predictions of thie mystic science he yield-
edimplicit belief, reganding whatever it fareshadow-
ed asthe fixed decvees of fate,  He waz, tiwerciore
fully prepared, and always on the Inok-out, for new
tevelations to confirm and establish  lus fanh.
‘Uhese were sometimes found in the tiivial orcur-
rences of every~day life, and shmetinies m the sin-
Liter aspect of the heavenly bodies. at pocuhuar
epachs in the hfe of lus daughter.  Wath “this sus
prerstitions foreboding of esal, the ponsive cltrace
ter of the princess harmuenized so woll, as to atfiond,
to the mind o the too credutons monarel, auother
wiquest:onable sndication ot her desuiny.  Jusceme
ed 1o be writtes on her Btos, that het ife was o
doomed one; and cavls returning veas veus counted
asthelust, and en'usd upon with gloomy fores
bodings of some tessible catastrophe,

As her life advaticad. her ciatnis, both of person
and character matirad 3 o mercased ;and at the
age of fourteen, there wiss not a4 maiden 1n all the
golden cities of Anakuac, wha could compare with
Tecuichpo, Heor excendiie loveliness was the
theme of many « song, sad the fame of ker heauty
andher accomplishraents was puskewd i all the
neighboring nations,  While yet a, hadd, her hand
was cagerly sought by Cecano, ofthe royal house
of Tezeuco ; but, with the true chivalry ‘of an un-
selfish devotion, kis suit was wabdrawn, on dis-
coverny that her young affections were atready en-
gaged to another.” “Ihe discovery was made in a
muanner 0o singular and?lriking to be sutlered to
puss unnoticed.

Inthe course of her wanderings .in the forest,
Karee had taken captive a beautiful parrot of the
nast gorgeous plumage, and the most astonishing
capacity. This chatters , aiter due training and |
discipling, shehad presented to her favonite pnu-
cess, among a thousand -other tokens of her un-
changeable affection. Tecuicbpo loved the brau-

Vand *he
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titul mimice, to whom she vave the name of Karee-
asthati—the vajce of Karee.—and olten winused
herseff with teaclung her torepeat the wonds winch
she loved besst o bear, Wathout being aware of
the pablicty chie was thus giving to lier tisost treas
sured thougiats, ahe entrusted to the talhative hud
the secret of Lier Loy e, by associnting with the nost
embeanng epthetse the e of ber lavored cavas
lier.  While stiolling about the magnificent gar-
dens attuched to the patace of Montezua, Ca-
cans wirs want to bneathiout, e mqummumlsnuu.
lis love for “T'ecurchpo, repeating her tame. with
4y expresdog of passionate tegand, which the
aeathadat,  Raressodhan  was often thymg
abaaln i gadeassdad soldaguizms mthe athors,
L Ly nate e ts g e beanihd tasticss, amld
oVeattraeied the sattee of Cacino.,

One evetpg, az the prisee swas more than nsualhy
cluguent in paatig anto theea ot Zephy e the tate
v s Loy e nuenaie bteds poacast upon b=
g anggs e bt ffllal the ganden wath its -
herns et fne, teprated the naane of his mistress,
W8 often as fier fover uttered t, occastonadly cone
Beelited WG the finns of Guatinoza, ad then
adidaiz sonte cetainng epithet, capressive ot the
st arddit adonration. The prince was it
amnitsesl, and then vexed, at the icquent 1epetition
ot e ol s nvale In v did he emdea-
venn fosagaee e unsciuesous bird o substitute
b i v bor that of Guatimozin, s often
as he witenn d the taae of the princess, the echo
the ormge tee gove baek noble Guatimogin,?
or «sneel Guattnozin,? or sotne other sundar tess
aostses whieh fert so doubt ot the msd ot Gecamo,
that the heast o bus nustiess was paeeocoupied,
and that the nephew of Montesnmi was the Luos
ed obpetol her fove. Thenestday, he bade adieu
to Lenoeantlan, paaced e at the bead ot the
army u v goaco, and plunged o a wa then rag-
W W detant Lue on the West, hupmg 1 hur)
s hsappoatinent Lt the exciting scenes of con-
UGS

Guaturozin was of the royal Mood, and, as s
afier sty wail show, of a right royal and heroe
spunil. Frou bus ctaldhood, e Lad "exhelated an
unnszaal matunty of pelament, coupled wath anen-
Cigy. acuady, and tearlessness of spirt, which
AV Catdy wrsuratic s OF @ heroisut wanthy ol the
supretne commtand. atd @it it leetnad sapenonty
that unght clam succession 1o the thioge,  His
tranuny was n the court and the camp, and he
seenedd equally at home and mos elensent, aund
the renued mueises of the palace, tie gonve delina-
at ons ol the royal (‘Ollli(‘l’, amd the 1asd revehy ot
the battle-field.” s figuie was ot the most per-
fect maunly proportions, tall, commandug, grwertul
=lis countenance was nyarhed with that pecubiar
blending of bersginty and mapesty, whih sadeat
uuspeakably beaatitul and winming to thase whoem
he loved, and terrible to those on whom he frow ie-
ed, He was mild, hmmnane, genesois, connding;
yetstenny oul hotosely pust.  1hs comatiy voas
s idul, Fae one great passion of ho soul, 9
whichalletnor thonghits amt datlections ware suixn=
hsate aed tibuaary, was patniotsm. Oa “hot diar
1 L prascessint A thousand lis es, tse Wt ey
have Lk the mi wil. Such was the wane puatiee
who Lad wouthe heart of Tecuichpo.

Meanw hule, 1o the- auxious eye ol her imberial
tather. th ctonds of fate seemed to haee deep and
dath wier the weahin of Anhuae,  Long betore the
prophetie wagh, whet welcomed the lovely Levu-
clipw 100 tite g socun, Montezuma had iminded.
fiom the dark legends of ancient prophecies. and
the fant owdiiugs of g own priestiy orucles, i
decp e ticinbicable impression that some tern-
ble calanaty was smpendmy over the realm, and
that e wats to be the last of its sanve mouarchs.
It was denty foreshadowed, in these prophetic rev-
alations, Wit the descendants of & noble and pow-
eriul taee of men, who had many ages before occu-
pred that beantaind region, and difled it with the
works of ther genins . bt who had been driven
out hy the cruaelty wud perfidy of the Toltees.
would return, mvested with supernatural power
trom heaver, 1o reporess thur ancieat inheritance.®
To thus leading and ong establisked toith, every
dark and doubtful omen” contributed its appropn-
ate share of confirniation,  “I'o tls, every signifi-
cant event wasdeemed to have a more or less -
tmate relation, 5o bt at thes pastioular epoch,
not only the superstiions monarely, and his preest.y
astrolozers, brtthe whole naton of Azieea were

preparad, as were the ancient Jews at the advent f.

of the Messizh, for great events, though atterly un-
able W anagine what tmght bo Gis aaiue ot th ea-
peeted charge,

These gloomy forebodings of coming ovil so
thoroughiy possessed the mnnd of Montesuzna, that
the comuiendmg dugiuty sl pride of the monarch
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ther, and, mamacner unptied him for
the duties of the lofty place he had s0 nobly filled.
He yiehded, as will begeest in the sequel, not\ata-
out grief, but without resstance. to the fixed de-
crees of tate, and awailed the i~ue, a3 asvictim
for the heaven-appomted sacritice,

It wag abont fittern years after the prophetic
he doois of the young fincess

announcement cf the
of the empire, thut Monteznma was reclining e Ins
summer saloou, where he bad been gloomity broad-
ing over hisdarkening prospects, ull his sonl was
filled with sadness.  His beantiful dalichter was
with hiny, striving to cheer jus  heart -yvith ti.e al-
ways welcome nussic of het songs; sird the atfection-
ate expression of 2 love as pure afid dvep as ever
warmed the heart of ddevoted chi She had wone

® One version of this singu!ax{pmp!u-lic legend
reprezented the expected Jnviders, as ihe descend-
ants of the ancient god ! coatl, wWho, ages
agone, had voluntarily abdiggfed the throne of Ana-
huae, and departed to a71ar country in the East,
with a promuse to hisafficted people, that his chn!-
dren would ultimately, tetum, and claum ther an-

cicut country and crown.

beto.d the ahsaibing anvety ol the man

==

that day into the ryal presence to a3kl a boon fon
her early and fuithtul friend, Kuree,  "Tlis lu\'clf
awl giled creattne, now m the il matnty ot all
her wondertul possers of mud, and persvial_ at-
traetions, lad often been aditted, as a specind fae
vonte, inte the 1oy al ptesence, 10 exhibit hor e
markable powers of nunstrelsy, and ler alinost sne
pernatural gilsas an pnprovisatiice of the wild
melodies of Anahvae,  Sone of her chants wete
of rure pathus wd sublimity, amd sometinges she
Was so canitald avay with the smpassioned vehes
tmeaceof her mspnttion, that she seemed an ine
spited messenger o the skivs, ultering in their
language the oiacles of the gods. Ui as ocea-
st she had seguestal ponntsaion to s o new
chant in the Im..u-u. thet she naght sdize the ope
porttaty to breath a prophetie wartinz i the ear
ol the emperor. She Jud thoee dicamed that the
dark clowd which had solong luag vver that des
vuledd hundy bad Bosy s an overwholinug stoun,
upunt the camtal, ol buried Momtezun and ull
Ins house in indisermate rom, She b seen
the demon of destitction,  the guize of a suow
whute angely duwd 1 butnisiead silver, botie oua
fiery amtzal, of gical pow ety and fleet as the wiad,
havimg wnder hina siaall band off warriors, guinds
edand mownted hhe hunselt, armed with thanders
bolts whicl they hurled at will agsst all who op-
posed thewr progiess. She had sven the mouarch
of "Tenvehtitlan, with hishosts of armed - Mexicans
and the tributy annies of Tezeueo, slacapan,
Chaleo, and aft the cties of that glorous valley,
tremble aud cower betorethat Tutle bund of wwvas
desss and yaend hueset without @ blaw to their
hands. She hadseon the thousamds and tens ot
thens mds of her betoved lund 1all before this hand-
full ol strangers, and weltaway, ftke the mistsot
the nonung betore the rising s, And she hinl
Ieawrd a vorce hrom the dnk cloud as it broke, ::?-
aez, Sieanbys s the furhed Tightuing laped into the
heatt ot the wnpenal palace, « The gods help only
those who help thanselves,?

Frocdunt azutated with the stiring influence
of thax juophetic vison, Karee, who had always
segagthd Hepselfas the guandian 2enins ot Tecuich-
po.aow inagmed the sphere of her duty greatly
calarged, il deetmod bersell spectally conassions
ed 1 sane e cnggate lrom anpeuding destroction.
Woavieg e vusiong and the Wanwag it uttered,
o o of bt ost nnpassioned cliats, and ar-
faving hepsuitas the priestess o walure, she follow-
ul Jeaaehpo, wath a hirm step into the royal press
cnve, aad, wian tie bolduess and cloquanee of @
prophetess, wasned i of the coming danger, aad
urged lntn to atouse from his apathy, unbecomng
the monach of a prowd and powertul nation, east
ol the slavery of his superstitions fears, and pre-
pare o meet, with the power of a man, and the
Wisdout ot a Koy whates or evil nught cote upon
tun, Risiyg with the kindling inspiration ot her
theme. she sventured gently to seproach the ave
situce wonands Wi lus untsanly fears, wind to
tennn bl that e s single will, and the firms
tesa of s send, Lisng qot only lus vwn destiny but
that u wite and chatdren § and more than that, ol a
Whole aation, wbvse my sads ot howseliolds looked
up to hun, as the commion tather ol them all, the
fiw aven-appomted zuandian of their lives, libeity
and bappiness. At length, alarmed at her own
crergy and boldness, so unwont-d even to the proud-
est noble of the realnn, 1n that royal presence, she
bewt fer hiee, wd bating fier bosom, she lowered
hes vence almost to o whisper, and said implor-
terlye—

Strike, monarch ! strike, this heart isthine,
‘T'o hve or die Jor thee ;
Sushe, but heed this voree of mine
1t comes rom heaven thiough me;
It conues to save this blessed land,
1t comes thy soul to free
From those dark fears, and bid thee stand
“The monarch dathier of thy land,
That only hves m taee.

Stiike. father ! iy wonds too bold
‘Ihy royal ears otfend §
‘The visions ol the  meht are told,
“Thy destiny the gods untold—
Oh ¥ be thy yeople’s fiend,
True 10 thyself, 1o them, to heaven—
So shuil tes lovenng clond be riven
Aad hight aid peacedescend,
T bless thus Zolden realns, and save
T aueehipo Do an early grave,

The vsion of the beaatifol pyrthoness hind deep-
Iy azd powestully attecied the sout of Montesumia ;
and hes closinzg appeal moved him even 10 1cars.
Thnugh acceustomed 10 the wost obsequious deter-
ctice from alt lus snlrl)ccl.s. even from the proudest
ot lus nobles. he nod histened toevery ward of Karee
with the protoundest attention aud interest, as if1t
tid bren from the acknowtedised oracle of heaven,
Whea she ceased, there was a° breathless sitencein
the hall.  Themonarchdrew his lovely daughier
to his bosomina passionate embrace. Karee re-
muned prosimate, With her face to the ground, her
heart throhbing almost audibly with her emotions.
Suddenly. adeep long blast trom 4 distant trmpet
announced thearnval of a courier at the coptal
It was a signal for il the attendants to retire. ~ Te-
cuschpo tendetly hussung her tather, took Karce by
the hund, mised her upard lod her out, and the
monarch was lett alone,

Tn adew momenty, the courier arrived and en-
teaer, barefool and vealed, nto the royal presenece
howed to the very grou!, handed a scroll to the
king and departed. Wnen Montezima bad un-
tolled the scroll, he seemed for 2 moment, a3 it
struck with medant paralasis,  Fear, astonishment,
dismay, ser1zed s soul,  “Fhe vision of Karee was
already fultilled.  The pictured tablet was the
very counterpart of her oracular chant—the literal
interpretation of her prophetic vision. It announcs
od the arrival within the realms of Montezuma, of
a baud of pale faced stiangers, clad in burnished

urmor, cach having ut his conmand a beautiful an-
imal of great power, hithetto unknown in that
country, that bore i with the specd of the wind
wherever he wonld go, aied seemed, wlahe e wase
wowited, to be o part of himselt, 10 desetibwsd
their weapons, represcuting thew as huving the
lightuing nmd thander at their disposal, which they
cased to fssue smnetimes fromdatk heavy cigines,
which they dageed along the giound, and sose-
tinws fiom simaller oncs which they carried in
their hands, 1t deliveated, Twttally and skilful-
1y their ¢ water houses,? or ships, it which they
trmased the  great waters fom o far dise
tant countiv. The peoubte costume wd beat-
g of then conanatder, and of his (hicly, were
also happdy pepresentsd in the rich coloring tor
which !il“ Aztees were distimgmished,  Nothing
was onnttad s e enine onmy . which conldsesve
o convey tothe eye afthe oot a cosredt and
complete impression of’ the appearance, nunbets
and power of thestrangers, It wasall betore hiw,
ata ghnee, a living speaking picture, und told the
story of the pvasion as grapically aed eloguently
as il be Liad been hinaseila witie s of their debark-
odion, aud of theae feats of horsenvinship, It was
all before hiw, a terrible living veality, ~ The gods
whom he worstuped hid sent these strangers to,
fultl  aerr own nrceistible purposes—if, indeed.
these were not the gods themeselves, in huen

The mind of Montezuma was  overw helined,
Like Bef<hazzar, when the divine hand appeated
Wil bt dooion the wall, his svul fwnted in
Lt his han o stuote together, wd he sat, in lank
avtashnent, gazing on the pictwre i re kim, us
i the very tablet possessed a supernatueal power
ot destruction.  Paralysed with the inlluence of
his Do inddudized fears vo singulidy and striking-
1y realizad, the monarch sat alone, neither seeking
comttint, nor asking counsel ofany one. till the hour
of the «eaing repast.  The summons aroused him
tfrom his reverie; but he veanded it not, e re-
mained alone, in lus own private apartments, duos
tinee the whole night, fusting and sleepless, travera-
ing the marble halls in an agony of agitation,

Wath the fist highit of the moming, the shritl notes
of the trmmpat, reverberating alonyg the shadow
slupes of the cordilleras, announced the approzch
of aaother courier from the camp of the strangers,
{t1ung in the ewis of the dejected monarch, like
an alarun.  He wohe at once from his stupor, and
began to consider what was to be done. ‘The
warniug of Karee rushed upon his recollection.
Her Loldand timely appeal struck him to the heart.
He resolved 1o be onee more the monarch, and the
father of his people,  Uttering an carnest pmyer
to all his gods, he awaited the omival of the
the courier.

Switt of foot as the mountain dver, the - onf
the mesecnuer weire soon heand, meargruss, v 3ijy,
solemn pace, the long corritdor of the io)al 2, A%,
a3 obe who felt that he was appreacting ke press
ence of niajesty, and bemng a ~viesaud Jo - ant
with the most importunt issec3 to eattnon
weal.  Bowing low, with that jnofowdl severence
which was ngorously exacies! of 3l \\fi approach-
ed- thie presence of Mow'r tunia, b ~bwl the
wround with hisright heed,and *her | s ayie bunt
to the carth, delivered nis po wae “mm"b&ggéi.‘
tired. It wasa cour ~ous ap cua, Jmentary ffes-
sayge from the sttangers we  + much dreaded, ‘re--§
questing that they might be jx ndtted o pr1 *4 e
respects to his imperial majesty, in his own capial, 3'
The quick-sighted monarch perceived al once
that prudence eud policy required that this intese
view should be prevented.

A council of the wisest and most expericnced of
the Aztee nobles *was immediately called.  “The
opintons of the royal advisers were varivusly exe
pressed, but all with one accond, agread that the
tequest of the stangers could not be granted.
Soime counselled a bold and warlike message, comn-
manding the intruders to depart instantly  on pain
of the royal displeastire.  Some recommended their
foreible “expulsion by the army of the cmpire,
‘The more aged and experienced, who had lcamed
how much casier it is to avoid, than to escape, a
danger, proposed a more conrteous and peaceable
reply o the message of the strngers.  They deem-
ed iunvorthy of a great and powerful wmonarch,
to be angry, when the people of another nation vis-
ited hus tennitones, or reonested pernussion to see
las capntal. “Fo wmmifest, or feed anythwyg like
fear, m sucha case, would he a teprozch alike upon
his cousaze and his putiotsm, 8o long, theretore
as the straneers conducted themselves peaceably,
and with becomnz deference to the will of the emu-
peror, and the faws of the realm, they should be
treated ewatly, and hospitably eatertaned.

To tus Wise and prudent counsel, the wmonarch
was tHy prepared 1o yield. It was strongly see-
onded by lus superstitzous reverence for the heavens
sent straugens, and s wortal diead of thesr supes-
human power.  He, therefore, selected the noblest
and wisest of s chiels as ambiesadors, to bear
his message, which was kindly and courteously
expressed § at the same time comveyinga fim but
respectinl refusal to adiut the foreiners to an in-
terview 1 the eapital, or to extend to them the
wwotection of the court, aftera reasonable tinme
{md clapsed for their re-crsbarkation. “T'hisines-
saze was accompamed wath a .aumbicent royal
present, consistiny of the richest and most }muu-
tal st of apparel for the chiefand all his men,
with worgeous capes and robes of feather-work,
glittering with jewels—precious stones 1ichly set
i gold, und many magmiicent ornaments ol pure
gold. ) .
Atthe head of this cmbasey were princes of §
hixh estate, and most nable bearing, commanding
in person, and of great disunction, bothat the contryd
and m the camp. When they arrived sieF it
encampment of the strangers, Which was the spot
where the city of Vera Criz now stands, they sent
a courier forward, to announce their approach, and
prepare for their receplion. *

l

{To be continued.] .
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