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wvas thrown open to ail corners. The wants of the stranger were
loolicd after in a special mlauner for it was belicvcd that, if anyonie
wvent aiî.aýy dissatisflcd, the blessings. of the Yulc-log -%vent wvith hixu.
Holly and niiistietoe w'cre seen in abundance as well as anythinig
cisc w'hich as Hecrrickc says, wvouId "sec Decemnber turnced to Mýay."-

Ail frolies iwere presidcd over by the "Lord of MLýisrule" iv'ho
wvas elcted by flic party and alloived to pick his trusty lieutenants.
Promn that timie on, lie wvas in sole cornmanld, and legitimnate £un
of axxy kzind w~as coiuntenaiiced 'by thle eliers. lis Lordship mnust
of liecessity have been a youiig ian of great vivacity and an in-
ventive turil of inid w'hichl accounts for the seerning fooiishness of
soine of the gamies. At flie saine tinue, inany innocent and harmless
ainuseiments wvere enjoyed by the younig, -%v'hu1e the older and more
sedatÈe recalled days gone by, applauding, inieamwhiile, the capers
of youth. A favorite revel of Xiinas eve wvas the mnasqu-a mnodi-
fied survival of wvhichi is described by Irving in lus "'Slethi Bookx."

There are twvo eustoins vhich are universal and have stood thie
test of timne adiniirably. Tliey are the Clîristmias trcc and the haug-
iiig up of the stockinigs. There arc inany opinions concerning the
origin of the foriner, but the mniost authientie deciares that it lias
corne to ns fromn. the Germnans. But whience it carne does niot iliatter,
for it is very popular and poverty-stricken inideed is the lîoic ini
whichl no tree is fouiid. It is profuseiy dccorated with. tinisel, bon-
bons, and liglited candies of different colors. Arounid flue foot of
the trec are grouped the gifts belonging to ecdi individual. The
latter customn is a corrup)tion of flhc Dutch nanncr of placing the
wooden slîoes outsidc flic door. The stoekinig lias its advantages as
one yoiugster slircwdly answ'ered, w-heul given luis choice, thaýt
w-ooden. shioes couid not streteli. Bacli littie stocking, uuust bc filled
to capacity withi nuts, oranges, andsnleprsts hieteite
ones sluimber, or deep wil be tue grief in the mnorninig. Of course
Santa Claus onhly visits the good littie boys and girls so ail are ex-
,ceptionally weli-beliaved during flic prc-Xiinas tiimne wvhcn the fond
parents are too busy shopping to pay as mnucli attention as usual.
The first rays of dawnl cause thcir expectant eyes to fly open and
thiere is a inad rush for the stockings. And thin, wbat; anl uproar!
Each. one shîouting wvithi joy as a iuew -wondcr is drawn forthi or ail
exccptionally fine orange is extricatcd fromn the bnlging iosiery.
There.arc several thîcories advanced in support of this custoîn. Onie
is the necessity of quicting tue children, but tie one w'hich appears
to me as bcing ncarest flic trutlu, is that this festival is essentially


