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A MEANING.

« Mistross Mary, quito contrary,
How does your garden grow?

Bilver bells and cookle shells
All in a row.”

Most of us children, little and big, have re-
cited this verse; but compartively few know
there is & meaning to the last two lines., At the
time this rhyme was made there were really
“gilver bells and cockle shells,” and in rows, too,
though not growing in gardens.

In those days—some hundreds of years
ago—there were no coaches. Ladies travelled
and visited on horseback sometimes riding on
& saddle or pilion behind a gentleman or man-
gervant, and sometimes managing their own
horses, with the gentleman riding alongside,

Yor the groom following behind. The equip-

{

ments and trappings of these horses were very
rich and costly. Generally, the cloth which
half-covered them, and on which the lady rode,
would be of finest woollen or silken material,
handsomely embroidered. On grand occasions,
or when the lady was very wealthy or noble,
crimson velvet or cloth-of-gold would be used,
edged with gold fringes and sprinkled with

small pearls, called seed-pearls. The saddles |i

and bridles were evén more richly decorated,
being often set with jewels or gold and silver
ornaments, called “goldsmith’s work.” One
fashion, very popular in the times of Henry
the Seventh and Henry the Eighth, of Eng-
land, was to have the bridle studded with a
row of tiny silver cockle shells, and its edge
hung with little silver bells, which, with the
motion of the horse, kept up a merry jingle.
Bells were also fastened to the point of the
gtirrup, which was formed like the toe of a
shoe. And this partly explains another old
nursery rhyme, made, no doubt, about the
seme time: :

¢ Ride 8 gray borso to Danbury Cross,
To sec a fine lady go on a white horse ;
Rings on her fingers snd dells on her tocs,
8o shoshall have music whersever she goses.”
There is a very old book preserved at Skip-
ton Castle, in England, tae account book of
Henry Clifford, Earl of Cumberland. Ia this
book, among a great many other entries, little
and great, is one, of the purchase by the Earl,
of “a saddle and bridle for my lady, embossed
of silver cockle shells, and hung with silver
bells;” and on the same page is another entry
of “a hawk for my lady, with silken jesses,
and a silver bell fon the same.” It was the
custom for noble ladies to ride with a hawk
perched upon their wrists; and this Countess
of Cumberland, who is said to have been
beautiful and stately, must have looked very
grand when thus equipped.—St Nickolas.

ONE OF ARTEMUS BEST,

Of the countless good stories attributed to
Artemnus Ward, the best one, perhaps, is one
which tells of the advice he gave to asouthern
railroad conductor soon after the war. The
road was in & wretched condition and the
trains, consequently, were run at a phenomen-
ally low rate’ of speed. When the conductor
was punching his ticket Artemus remarked,
“does this railroad company allow passengers
to give it advice, if they do so in a respectful
manoer ?” The conductorreplied in very gruff
tones that he guessed so. “ Well,” Artemus
went on,” it occurred to me that it would be
well to detach the cowcatcher from the front
of the engine and hitch it at the rear end of
the train, for you see we are not liable to
overtako & cow, but what's to prevent a cow
from strolling into this car and biting a pas-
senger?"”

PRESIDENTIAL FAVOURITES,

BOME INTERESTING PAOTS COY
STAND CLOBEST TO THJ

OERNING THE MEN WHO

pressed by the courteg
with which they yere receited and escorted
through tho mansj
duty it is to receiye all persony coming to the
White House are/Colonel . S} Denmore. My,
John T. Rickard/and Mr, T. T
have occupied fheir present pdsitions through
the various adninistrations since hnd even during
the war. M. [Pendel was Presfdent Lincoln’s
body-guard ; gaw him to his oakriage the fatal
night on whigh he visitsd Ford s theatre, and he
now has in his possession the blogd-stained coat
which Mr. [Lincoln wore on thht memorable
oceasion. There is not & public man in America
to-day who foes not know, and whp is not known
by, these gentleman, and the refniniscences of
publio and [social life which they can recount
would fill b congressional volumej During the
weary yet[exciting years of the |war; through
the more pgaceful times of Grant's afiministration ;
while Hayes held the reins of goyernment, and
when Garfield was shot, it was tBes¢ men who
stood in the executive mansion, Welcoming the
advent offeach new administrationy bowing at its
departurd, and receiving both msrtyrs through

8. }
ing that long, hot and /Mever-to-be-for-
gotien pummer when Presidenp Garfield lay
between| ¢ two worlds,” the nation became aware
of the [deadly malarial influence which hung
about White House. But all thrqugh that period
these three men never deserted their posts for a
single [day, although each ong was suffering
intensdly. In conversation with the writer,
Colong! Densmore said :

“Xolis impossible to desoribe) the tortores I
have gndergone. To be compelled to smile and
treat fhe thousands of vistors ‘]ho come here
daily jvith courtesy when one is lin the greatest
agony requires 8 tremendous effort. All that
sumpper I had terrible headaches, heart-burn
and ¢ stifling sensation that sométimes took away
my Breath. My appetite was :%nqertain and I

felt devere pains in the small of sy back. I was
undgr the doctor’s care with sttict instructions
not fo go out of the house but I rpmained on duty
nevgrtheless. You would be sufprised to know
the peount of quinine I took ; gn some days it
was|as much as sixieen grains.”
«1And was Mr. Rickard badly bff, too ?
I should think ha was, hy, time and
agajn we bave picked him up anqg laid him on the
atel, here in the vestibule,

up

« Yes,” exclaimed Mr. Rickaxd, .
T could not rise after laying down without

cangs, and then in a stooping pgsition., Oh, we
havq been in a pretty bad condition here, all of

d yet you are all "the {embodiment of
health,” said the writer, as he lodked at the three
brigh{ and vigorous men before am.

, yes,” said Mr. Rickarg, ** we have not

¢ T thipk we have a most cerain way,” replied
Colonel Densmore, ¢ but it isjno secret. You
see, abont\two years ago my wife began to grow
blind, and\l was alarmed at het condition.

person were
feet. One of Yer lady friends gdvised her to try
i nt that had Mdone wonders for
long story short, she did so
and was completel\ ocured. This induced me to
try the same means, n restoration and
as soon a8 I found it wadoing me good I recom-
mended it to my associatezand we have all been
oured right here in the stronghold of malaria and
kopt in perfect health ever since by means of
Warner's Safe Cure. Now I am not a believer
in medicines in general, but I do not hesitate to
esy that I am eatisfed that I should have died of
Bright's disease of the kidneys heforo this bad it
| not been fox this wonderfal remody, Indeed, X

use it as a household medicing and-give it to my
children whenever they have/any aillnents,”

“ Yes,” oxclaimed Mr. Pgndel, ** I{use itin my
family oll the while and hfve found {it the most

“ I weigh 160 poundf to-day,” said} Mr. Riok-
ard, ‘* and whenmy ph¥sician told me pver & year
ago I could not hope £o recover I wpighed 122
Under suo} influences youdannot won-
der that I consider fhig the best medfciue before
the American people.

ich are the
o slightest
they would
but as they fuynish such val-
uable truths for 2l who are suffering, we unhesi-
tatingly publish thdm for the go?d of all.

THE STENGING TREE.

Though the tropical plants of Australia are
very luxuriant and beautiful, they are nob
without their drawbacks. There is one
among them that is really dangerous. It is
called the stinging treee. If a large portion
of the body is burned by the stinging tree,
death will be the result.

It would be as safe to pass through fire as to
fall into one of these trees. They are found
growing from two or three inches high to ten
and fifteen feet. The stem of the old ones is
whitish, and red berries usually grow on the
top. The berry has a peculiar and disagree-
able smell, but it is best known by its leaf,
which is nearly round. It also has a point at
the top, and is jagged all round the edge, like
the nettle. All the leaves arelarge ; some are
larger than a saucer.

“Sometimes,” says a traveller, “while
shooting turkeys in the scrub, I have entirely
fogotten the stinging tree, till warned of its
close proximity by its smell, ahd then have
found myself in & little forest of them. I was
stung only once, and that very lightly, Its
effects are curious. It leaves no marks, but
the pain is maddening; and, for months after-
ward, the part, when touched, is tender in
rainy weather, and when it gets wet in wash-
ing, ete.

“I have seen a man, who treated ordinary
pain lightly, roll on the ground in agony after
being stung; and T have seen 2 horse so com-
pletely mad after getting into & grove of the
trees that he rushed open-mouthed at every-
one who aparoached him, and had to be shot
in the scrub. Dogs, when stung, will rush
about , whlnig piteously, biting pieces from
the uffected part. The small stinging trees,q
few inches high, are as dangerous as any, be-
ing so hard to see, and seriously imperiling
one’s ankles. The scrub is usually -‘ound
growing among palm trees.”

YOUNG MEN!—READ THIS,

The Voltaic Belt Co., of Marshall, Mich, offer
to send their celebrated Llectro-Voltaic Belt and
other Electric Appliances on trial for thirty days,
to men (young or old) afflicted with nervous de-
bility, loss of vitality and manhood, and sll kin-
dred troublea. Also for rhenmatism, neuraigia,
paralysis, and many other diseases. Complete
restoration to heslth, vigour and manhood guara-
teed. Norisk is incurred as thirty days tnal is
allowed. Write themn at once for ilustrated
pamphlet free.

EINGLAND is now yeceiving & plentiful sup-
ply of butter from New Zealand, which arrives
in good order.

Hort milk is recommended by the medical
profession as a restorative, and espccially
grateful to one coming in completely tired
and weak, ss it passes rapidly into the circula-

tion. .




