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liastot n lepe
FEED Alf Y SHEEP.

Thai ivas a narrow street
Where trod Thy bicssed feci
And tisai a nisy ibrong
Tisai Ioiiowed Jhee along;
And rnany a one was such
Nle scarce wouid dign ta toucis

But Thou %at ptessed upnn by the unfolded shceP.
And vcry close ta ihcm Th place didst keep.

.And il is tisus
Thou sayest te us

,10, if yc lave Me, fced My sbeep

And tisai was a toilsoîne vays
That a sutry day,
MVen Thou didst, by the weli.
0f living watcr tell,
And kindly speak 0Ionri,
As if tisai ont alone,

Tht straying ont, af ail tne worid bad necd most
deep.

And Thou no thougisi but te reciaimn Thy sbeep.
And it is ihus
Thou sayest ta us:
O« , if you love 'Me. eed Mly sheep '

Tisai was a luveles ivord
Which, by strange spirit stîrred,
Forbade tht children grace
To see Tisy shining face;
But Thsou did'st cktI thcm neat,
And smiie awiy their (ear;

And ane such ltile onueuhe symbol seemed ta
Thce

0f Thy great heavenly kingdomn yet ta be!
And iti is thus
Thou sayesita us -

11 , feed Mly lambs, if ye love Me 1"

That was a grcen hilsde,
By Galiiees soft tud;
And sweet tht garden's sisade
By ancient Olives maade.
'%Ve ohm Iafliaw tisere

Bu ,Thy words aI Elle ta share.
But0,t mutitude oflTine untended siseep

ýpeaks there a voice within aur spirits deep,
*. Thy voice ta us,

Andi speakit hbus:
"0, if ynu lave bie, fted MNy sheep 1 '

- le Advane.

OLD AGE. PSALM LXXI.

Bit 1EV. JAS! ESSTALEER, 1). D.

* Our century receives much credit fon atten-
tion ta the Young. Services for chidren are
qiult*ipied witbout number ; and it is impos.
sible ta open the paper on Satnrday without

*seeing notices of sermons ta Young men.
This is a good sîgn of thetimes ; a great deal
of care shouid be expeaded on those who are
jus: enteing upon the journey af lite or are

-feeling for tht door of tise kingdorn. But we
neyer hear af a sermon ta aid men. Vet age

*bas also its dlaims ; Christ bas a message for
tht aId as wtll as for tht Young. Preachers

-may negieci tht aged, but tht Biîbie dots not;
and tht Psalten, wbîcb voices ail thse mouds
af the soul, supplies expression also for the
memories, tht triais, the testîmony and tht
faitb of old age.

.- Its Memories (vv. 1-6). This Psalm was
composed by an aid nman, and it is tht priviiege
of ald age ta grow loquent on the memories of
ibe past. This singcr's mosi outstandiag ne-
minisceace is that Gud has been bis trust tram
bis voutb. This bas gladdcned is days, and,
like Hahyburton, wbo on is deatbbed said,
IlBless tht Lord that ever 1 was born," lie
expresses (verse 6) bis gratitude ibat be bas
been priviieged ta ea;oy tht gift af living. Ht
puis in several (omnis bis experience of tht
Lord's ioviag-kindnss ; but il is princpaliy
surnmed np in ibis, ibat God isad been ta
hins a siraag habitation whereunno Le couhd
conîinually resort (verse 3). It was fabled in
ancient times that tht berots wbosc moîbers
were- divine were sometirnes pratecîed in
bauttî by being ,yrtndened invisible ai critical
moments. But it is na fable that those wbo

rbave harned ta know God can at any moment
pass froin lime int elernity. la tht busiest
scepes of cornmon life tbey bave always be-
side them a uitile wicket gale, by wich îbey

andisappear froin tht preseace of man aad
-instanliv he in tht preseace af God. Prayer
is tht door of a ýiress, in wiicb tht man af
prayer can at once take refuge, and find peace

_aüd sîrcagth in tht midst af turmoil or op.
position. If ai any stage of lie we have dis-
covered tbis secret -tbougb il be aftcr spead-

igtht balf a ur existence in tht service afeh world-it is a theme for eternai gratitude;-
bnt bappiest cf ait are thase who have been
guideýl ia otht aarrow way ai tht beginaîng
of lite and, Iaoking back, çan say ibat thty

L yeairtustcd God f ram i tir youîh.

1.-its Trials (l'y. 7.i2ý. A lifetirne ai
godliness dots nol always exempt tram trial ;
and ibis psalm %vas witen in a tint of greai
suffenlng. Sa great wert tht wiier's calam-
ities that be says (verse 7), I 1arn a woader
tinta many," jusi as it was said af anoîhen,
IlMany were astonushed ai tise; bis visage
was sa rnarrcd mort than any man, and bis
tormi more than tht sans of men." His
suflering was aggravated by bis aid age ; for
age bas nul in itseif tht powers of seif-asser-
lion and sel-defence whicis beloag ta youth.
His emrits, therefone, îiîought tisaIiso was
iheir prey, not knoîing the beip on whicb be
could neckori.

Old age brings inevtable infirmitis ; and,
as reads die, and activity is circumscribed,
and power faits, and tht giory af manbood
passes away, lite sems ta lose ils valut.
Secular poetry bas always said,

Tisai age is Lest which is the first.
Wtîen youth and bod are warnîer,

But, being spent, tht worse and ivorsi
rimes stit succeed the former.

Age, to, fromn the religions point of view, bas
ius awn peculiar temptation.s. There bave
been eminent men of God, like Ehi, Soloman
and Asa, wbo have suffered shipwreck in their
aid age. Tht triais af certain natures are ai
thse ieginning af ile, when tht fines af passion
blaze out in flames tha'. are difficult ta stfe
but, being past, leave tht man in comparative
saftiy; but ibere are allier natures, filed with
tess combustible materials, wisose neal trial
cames ai tht close ofi lue. Hence there is
aiways need ai cvery stage af a religious
carter ta turn ta God wiîis renewed faits, and
tht c-y of ibis psahm is becoming ta tht lips
ai ail who are grawing aid. " 1Cast me naioff
in thse lime af oid age ; forsake meonat when
mv streagtb laiieth."

11.-its Tesîimoay (vv. 13.18). Alhhugis
tht psaimisîs complaîn mucis ai their sufler-
ings, and denouuce teir enemits, i is a
beautiful trait tisaitishe deepest 'tan ha their
minds stems always ta be lest their calain-
nties sbould neflect dishonor upon God and
disconrage those wbo might aîherwise Le-
came His servants. Il is for ibis reason !bat
in tise present case tise sufferer appeals ta
Gad ta help hum. Ht bas been ait bis lite
a witness for God (verse 17) ; and aow be
desires ta be delivered fram bis greai caiam.-
iîy, tisai ne mnay show God's strengili ta bis
own generatian and His power ta ever ont
ibat is ta came (verse 18).

Tise tesiimony ai the aged is among tht
masi preciaus possessions ai tht cburch.
Those whu in tir youih have accepîed
Christ are sometinits fervent in their witness-
beaing ; and ibis sometirnes exents an irre-
sistible influence. Vet it is opta ta scoffers
ta say, IlWaii a hite; give their exciternent
lime ta cool ; they will soun exisausi thein-
selves and desisit ramn sucSh hroics.11 But,
wben tisose wbo have served Goi fan a life-
lime are able ta testify tisatilit ad been a
zood îbing ta trust hintise Lord, and when
tbeir iestimanv is backed bv a sunny disposi-
tionr and by weigbt cf character, il is difficul
for tven the mosi sceptical ta ignare tht force
ai sncb an appeal. And il is a happy coincid-
tact when their ouiward circuinstances also
add ta tise force af tiseir tesîirnony, cannying
ta ynung minds thse impression that in every
stase îisey bave made the Lest ai life.

IV.-Its Failli (vv. 19.24). Like many
alLer psalms, tiis anc tises gradualty out af
tht depths ta tht heigbts:. itl egins wiîb tise
mninor notes ai complaint, but il ends witb
tht music ai tht psaitery and the loud noies
of the batp (verse 22). Ont advantage whicb
age bas aven youtb in thetlime af trouble is
that in al probabilily il bas been in simutar
straits Lefore. To youth calarity is aven-
whelmiag ; il is a surprise, becanse lite bas
ail been looked upon as a happy dreara-.
Voutis imagines ibat there bave neyer been
sorraws equal ta ils awn, and ius first calamity
is supposed ta Le also tht la st, bLcause fatal
ta ait tht îoy ai lite. But age is wisen. Net
oniy does il rememouer ils awn pàsi troubles,
but il is aware tisai these are only the comniaca
lot. la verse 20 tho Hebrew gives "lus*'
insîead af " me ." tht wrttr takes in all tht
saints, knowing Lis awn experitace ta Le oaiy
1 sample af wbat bas been common in al
ages. This dots net desiroy tise reality ai
stIfleriîîg, but il enables tht beant ta set e L
yond it. There is na fii giooin for the

ciildrtn ai God. Black as tise night may be,
tht day.spring wiii yet break fromttht tasi ;
and tht datkest heur jusi precedes thse dawn.
-Chrisian Leaer.

CNILD CONVERSION.

li DYFIWàÂI 3i11N. m).

Becoming a Christian is like cro-3sing a river
tram batik ta batik; pas-sing freon tht worldly
country ta lmmanuet's land. Now, if we fol-
iaw a river up beyoad ius affluents, we flnd il
keepa getting sinalier, and at lastiti is aaly a
silver thread, winding tbrougb thterneadow.
Yon have ta part tise grasses ta find it. Like
jean lagelow's streamet-

IA îiny briglit beck it tiikies betwetu."
Only a sîep wil take you across, and you

rnav even pass tran batik ta batik withoni
kaowing il.

Cid conv!rsion is like tbat. Tht change
of position is imperceptible, but there is a
worid'îvidc différence ia tht ultimnate nesili.
Nowv, suppose a pcrsun dots not cross tht
river near ils source -Nbere it is se shender
tisai tht grasses toucb each other about it-
in aiben wonds, is nat conv'ertedion cbîtdhood,
but travels atoag down tht Stream on tise
wrng batik, pursuing tht natural course of
tiseworhdly ile. By and by tht river becomes
wide and deep and arnawy. Ht says ait asi
ta iimsehi, I must cross tht river." Ht
plonges in. Ht buffets the waves. At ast
ise gains the opposite short. Denched and
panîing, but fuît of joy, he clambers up tht
batik. Tisent he meets a persan îvbo cnossed
tise river wisen it was a îiny Stream, and bas
been travelling down tht ight baak in Imman-
uel's tan. These people are sure te misund-
erstand cacb atisen. Tht ont wha bas forded
tise Streamn iower dova will have a long and
siring expeience ta relate ofithe anguisislie
endnred wiilt wrestling with t flood, of the
;oy which be felt upon arriving aitishe bank,
and wiich he can scancely find words le ex-
press. Tise other, wha crossed tht stream
near ils .source, wiil rtply: IlI neyer expeni-
enced any îbiag af that kind. la tact, I1liard-
ly know ai thse exact lime wiscn 1 crossed tht
sîreain." Thea thse other rnay say, *1Then yon
neyer have crossed tise Streamn ai ait." IlBut,"
tht answer iili came, I seern ta bt an tise
samne ank yanare on. I amconscîouscf for-
giveness. I arn living tise Christian life. I
love tise people af God. His word is sweeîta
my tasie." « Wel," the other will say,
Ilthat makes no difltren-:e. Unless yau bave
passed îbougb expeiences similan ta mine,
yon are net a Christian."

What a mistake ibis is 1 Tht faci is, ihat
many ai the Lest Christians in aur cisurches
crossed tise Stream in eariy childisood, and
se cannai tell you tht exact date ai their con-
version. Tisost who are converted in maturer
lufe, and have sncb woaderful experiences ta
tell, are prone ta Lrng xib theni, imta tht
churcis, worly habitsj they are less docile,
more xvaldly wise. Happy tise church. in
which tht cbiidren are gnowîng Up whose
second ith follons chose on tLe fist! B lest
tht garden in whisch these tender plants are
spi-iging Up lîke witlows Ly the watcn-counses 1
-S. S. Times.

A GOOD INFESTMENT.

1Yu Mi.A'NA 11u1M.

In these days ai financial quakiag, good
invesimeats are in demand. 1 would niucb
ike ta draiw attention ta onethtia bas been

sîraagelv avtrlooked, wbicis is absoliteiy sale
and bears a high rate of interest.

Jtsus Christ aur Lard bas a great' enter-
prise op~ foot ia thîs worid:- "To bind up tise
bnoken-htatd, ta prociaitu liberty to tise cap-
tives, and tht opening of tbe prison ta thein
that are bouad." To "deliver tht aeedy
whtn Le creth, tise paon aise,, and lin that
bath no Lelpe."

But ibis .enterprise aeeds fads. Ht
wbo commîssioaed aut Lord ta ibis wark for-
saw tisai, and gave Hum a promise af an ad-
equate supply. IlYca, Ht shah hlive, and ta
Hum shah be, givea af the goid oa. Sheba."
But sametising seemns ta be wrog. The
9"4goid of Sheba," even tisai abandani share of
il tisai bas Leen put imb the bands of aur

Lord's awn biood-bought foiiowrs; gels
away in other directions, in bank stock, mort-
gages, and sundry curious and often shaky
speculations.

Who will try Cbrist's enterprise of preach-
ing the Ilgiad tidings to every creature," His
work for the myriad" poor and needy," as
an "investment? " The principal is absolute-
iy securcd by a note of hand properiy drawn
out, signed, sealed and publishtd. IlHe that
bath puy oun the poor iendeth ta the Lord,
and that which lie hath given wvill He pay hum
again. " The rate of interest is pubiiciy an-
nounced. IlVeriiy I say unto vous there is no
man that bath ieft house, brethren, sisters, or
faîher, or mother, or wift, or chiidren, or
lands, for my sake and the Gospei's, but be
shahl receive an bundred-foid naw in tbis time
. . . and in the worid ta corne, life cver-
lasting."

Wil i hose who have money ta invest pleast
look thoughîfully at the offers The principal
guaranteed by a note of band of tht King of
Kings Himself. Interest ai ont hundred per
cent, ta be paid in this life-not rnereiy tht
ncxt-promised by Him upon whose faithfui-
ness each ont of us bas alieady counted il
safe ta rsk our own sou's saivatan, and
promised in terms that have tht fuit solemn-
ity ot an oath, for they are prcceded by His
emphatic, IlVeriiy 1 say unto yau."

1 bespeak for tht Indore ColleRe, not gifis,
but thet aking of shares as a business invet.
ment with the certainty of handsorne profit.
Wh . iviii risk bis hundreds or bis thousands
an tht same securiîy ithat he has already
deemed sale enougb ta bc îrusted witîh bis
sou! ? ________

A SKEP 171C CORNERED B Y A BLIND
MA N.

A noted skeptic was travelling in a raiiway
carniage in company with several clergymen,
and thought lit a splendid opportuniîv ta ridi-
cule Christianity and exhibit bis cievenness
betore the other passenRers.

Afteensaone discussion which grew ratber
bot for the infidel, bc noîiccd a blind man
away in a corner af tht compartment. and ad-
dressed himself ta hum in thse toiiowing strain:
IDo you sir, beiieve in a God who bas made

this beautiful earth, and the sun ta shine
upon it, and wha bas adarntd tht heavens
with myriads ai stars and withouî any cause on
your part, bas dtprived you forever of tht
power af bebolding them ?"

I 1amn surprised, my dear sit," replied the
man, Ilthat you should ask me such a ques-
tion. 1 believe in tht existence af Godý as
firmiy as 1 do in my own, and I could doubt
tht one as easily as tht othtr. Thent is,
bowever, ont thing tisai stnîkes me as bting
very peculiar in what you said. Mhen you
reason of Gad you do not secin to be govern-
ed hy tht saine principies as when rr.asoning
about men and the common affairs of every-
day Iie.

Tht skcptic denied tht inference, and tht
biind man continued: l"WMen we shall bave
reacbed aur destination, the sun, of which
you sa eioquentiy spoke, shail bave with-
drawn bis light, and theat tnsvil be envelop-
ed in comparative darkness. Suppose, on
reaching your home, and on entering you.r
roorn, you find a ligbied iamp upon thetîable
-wbat wiii be your conclubion?"

IlWisy," ansWered the infidtl, wiih a sncer,
1 shall conclude that some ane pladed it

tbere."
& 1Wells tben, %vben yots look up ia otht

beavens and see ibose innumerable liglits af
which you have spoken, why do yan not conte
ta tht saine conclusion, that saine intelli-
gent bcing placed îhem îb:e? "

The skeptic delined ta ialk any more npon
the subjtct, but it was evident ta ail tht pas-
sengers that hb e (lt iorougbiy burnbled anad
uncorniortable.

There were twa blind men in that coin-
pany. ont was biind in bady and tht other
was blind in sou].. And wbat tht ane Iack-
ed the other had. Tht man ta bcenevied as
tht bappicr %vas the ont who had bis spiritual
sigbl, and couid sc glaties wbich wlire fat bt-
yoad the confines ci an earlhly horizon. The
spiritual sigh tbth Christian would ont day.h ccet tht temporal -sigbi of the.in ieýl was dcstined to got, and leave hin
In etertial darkness if be did poi rpeî-
Rev. /phn Mi1cittil


