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not sorraw doi And sa we iearned anc lesson, that sin and
sorraw are everywbere, abat perfect peace and lave bave no
dwelig-piace on eartb. But, tl-ank God, we farget il saine-
imes, and iondiy dreainiaur chiidbond's dreami again, wak-

ing otiy ta vearn for tht Il Home land," ai perfect peacc and
love. God bless tht aid honme !ils mtmories have been
more helplut than even we cao teli.

But anoaher drive rises up, and will flot slecp. News
had came ta tht manse abat an aid man, anc wbo had wtl-
comed home the yaung pastor and is wife some twenty
years before, was putting out ta sea, tht bouodiess sea ai
deatb. With a heavy sigh the pastar turned ta prepare for
a last visit ta bis aid Iriend. And i musa go. Il Ht was ane
of your mother's great Iriends."

Siientiy wc drove tan tht quiet bomne, and memories
sweiitd in each heart, as we entercd tht yard, so strangely
satil. Even tht dog forgot ta bark, and tht iawis scemed ta
bush tfieir screaming.

Sarrawing faces, smiling ahrough aheir tears in that
pathetic way strang natures bave ai hiding their grief liehind
loy, met us at tht donr, and quietly ushcred us into tht
chamber ai death. By tht opern window tos5cd tht vinc
leaves in tht soit suanmr air, staaing in as if ta pcep
aa tht sulent ont, then whispering and tossing and hanging
aheir beads. Tht snowy lace curtains moved gcnty as ifl bah ta
break tht peace, wbite on tht sili siepa tht grea cat, revelling
in tht sunshint. Tht litt table with its crochet caver, on
whicb stoodathe Bible and some botales, the long chest ai
drawers guarded by tht rbina shepherd and shepherdess,
over which was bung tht sampier worked by fingers long ago
iocked in resa, tht sauf, bair-cioth chairs with aheir long white
idies, ail seemied ta day instinct w:bh quiet waiing. But tht

bead among the snowy pillows niîoved, and tht pa3aar was by
the bcd in an instant.

"lSa, Mr. MacInnes, you are near your journey's end ~
In a ctar, quiet voice came the ready rasponsc.
"'Aye, very near. 1 ahaugha ta win hamne lasa night, but

it seems He's no ready for me yçt, or l'ni no ready for Himi.
But it cannot be long oow, and l'ni flot sorry, l'm just aye
bide biding."

"You have no pain ?"
"No, no pain, just a ripe appie faling off the tree."
And very like abat beautîful fruit be ioaked, is skin fresh

and soit as an iniant's ; b is eye clear and liriglia, bis white
hair sa pure and chacte.

X'ou arc very wtak ?
"No, not sa wcak, but jusa wearîng niva'. 1 aink la

will flot be long now. 1 don't think 1 will sec anothtr
sunrise an ais carth, it wihi lbc over yonder, the nexa ont i
sec, aye, and la will lie a grand anc. H-ave you any message

e ta seod ta thosc over ahere ?
IlVes, you wiii sec my Marion abere (bow tht namne

ingercd on bis lips, he neyer spoke it now) and you will tel
ber how Vau leit us. 1 brought ber litit girl, (yau knaw
Ellie,)tell iber sbc is growing up a gool girl, she bas, 1 ahiok,
givea ber beart ta tht Saviaur, and is wbat she would wisb
ber ta be. And John is at colege, a gond boy. Tel ber we
will ail came soon. If ahey know you are comiog, she wili
lie ont ai tht first ta meca yau, I'm sure."

"She willthaat, I'nî sure. l'Il tel iber abat."
"Vou wviil sec aur Saviaur soan, in alilRis giory. Yau

have no fear t"1
IlFear, gaing home ? Who is airaid ta go home ?"
Ater readiog the iouraeenth chapter ofiSt. John's Gospel,

witb a lingering aver thte"many inansians," and a short
prayer, wc said gaad-bye. Thus these awo who had stood
tageaher for thirty years cheeriuiiy bade farcweii on the short
ai abat sca, and or ever marning came, tht boatman had
cailed, tht wiidcrness bad passcd for ane weary traveiler.

Tht drive home was sulent, tht sience choquent af thougbas
aoa deep ta lie expressed, ai queries aoa vague ta be iorrned.
Home was reached once more, and flue as bouaded by that
far.off land in a way it had neyer ben beiare.

Vears have quiealy covercd witb athir shadows màny
things, but brigha stands out tht Sabbaab days.

Did not the suashîne flu salter. tht birds sîng swecacr
and tht trees cease tir rcstiess aassog ? I"Ail the air a
solema stilness heid," whiie t pused with an indescribnbie
jay. But aur joy was hu3hcd. "' Goad.nîarnings" were
sater spoken, and au aour movemnts were sulidued, as miuch
perbaps by tht look ai hoiy cairn upon aur fatber's face as by
aughatise. How grandiy he bort the weight ai bis higb
embassy! Consciaus ai tht import ai bis message, ai tht
burden ai souis laid upon hlm, lie bowed nat, but caimiy,
resolutely snught ta fild that message, ta bear abat burden
iaiahfuily. Ta bim la was a ime af hoiy awe and rembing;-
ta us who had dimly uaderstood hlm ahea, it was flot îayous,
but grievous, but bas it mot wrougbt in us many peaceabie
fruits. Let ahose who wiii, scof at tht puritan Sabbath,
which at thetahresbhd ai tht day, leaves woridiy cares and
works ta tarry, while in devoutness ahey warship ; but wve have
yet ta see nobler men and ivomren than ahose nurtured under
ahis puritan falali. Laxity is less grievous, but is it mare
srengabening ? Time wilai l.

Oh, those quiet Sabbath tveaiags, when tht weary pastor,
aiter awa services and Sabbaah schooi superintendeace, satil
laboured on in the ltngtheniag shadaws with bis loved ames.

Texts were repeated, tht sermons givea, as best remem.
bered, a psaim sung, foiiowed by tht shorter catechism,
when as a reward each chiid was ailowed ta choose and read
a chapter.
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As long as memary itself wiIl live the fragrance ai the clos-t
ing prayer on evenings such as these. The weary vaice, thes
rclaxed form, and the restful, trustful heart, telling af a comn-
mission iulillcd, touched even our young hearts, and thetl
father of Sabbath evenings was one ta be yearned over,a
caressed, aye, in solitude wept over. and laved intenscly.

But such work wears, and too soon came the hat sultry
days af August, '83.

Quietly and masked stole inta our homes God's mes-1
senger, an unbidden guest. For days hie sat ahere andj
we knew hina flot, but bis breath was chili, and we havered«
round oir laved ont, and watched him oh ! so steaithily andi
tenderly! But the guest, the cold, ch.ll guest, crcpt dloser ta
him, and ere f teen days were gone we knew that wc were
face ta face witb death.

Oh 1 the awfulncss af death! Terrible in its unreality,c
mare awfui in its truth. We knew it, yct we coutld fot know c
it. He, aut lather, ta cease ta be ? Na, noa h ca-onot be.1
Nature itseif would cease ta be wcrc hie stilled in death.t
We cauld flot do wîahout him, is people-they could noada t
witbaut him. Death, it cannot be 1

Ilis people-ayc, how hie loved hîs people. 'Lift nme,j
lift me," hie said as the carrnages rolled past ta morningi
service, the last Lord's day lie spent with us , " Let me sitei
my people, my dear people, for the last time t Oh ! i havei
lovcd my people."

But oaa his people, flot hîs chldren's lave coul<i keep1
hîm, and reientlessly, caldly moved aur guesa, snapping bandt.i
ai a lifetime, severing soul and body.

Outside the sick raam was the blackness of. darkness,1
inside the light af tilt. Haw brightly burned that light as lie.
stepped quietiy down ta the riverside 1 How swcetly hie lost
bis will in his Father's, feeling abat " His watt was sweetest ta
bim, when it triumpbed at bis cost."'

"If my child cauld continue ta trampie underfoot thet
blood af Christ, and do despite ta aur Saviaur, 1 cauld but
set my seal ta the justice ai His condemnation and say1
amen."

Our wiils, God's wil-is not this liie's lesson ?1
But bis iriend, aut unbidden guesa, God's kindtyi

messenger, drew claser ta him and hie whispered, " Read nie,
'I b ave finished mv course, 1 bave iought a goad fight ';
aye, tht fight was bard and srang, but victary is flear; and
as the words-

Goodness and mercy al my lile,
Snial surely follow me;

And in God's hanse forever more,
My dwelng place sha l b-

pulstd out from breaking hearts an the close~ August air,
a look ai ineffable peace and fulfilment passed over bis
beautîful face, and wc knew our father wvas wittb aurGad
-had died ta live.

Eut ah 1 the desolation ! Wbat is human lave and
sympathy, when face ta face wtb dcath, but tht breatb af the
day on the fevcred cheek ? Btlow burns en tht fire and wlhl
flot be qucnched.

Haw brighaly shone the sun, dancing across tht step lhe
had climbed sao oten, and bie was flot, for God bad taken
himl

The trees nadded and whispered as if ta greet himi and lie
came nat. Men bought and sold and att and drank, and hte
dead.

Oh 1 tht cruel nîockery al it ail. Why talk ai tbe
sympatby ai nature ? She is herseli, and bccds flanc cisc but
sîngs ta aur dirge, and wails ta aur gîte, as is bier pltasure.

LJnder the sbadaw of bis books tbey laid bim, in bis
flarraw bed. Sabbing wottiti were near him, he maved flot;
broken-hearted meni bowed over himi and hie spoke flot;
back from bis marbie brow we brusbed tht lacks and hie
smiled l ot ; and inta the roam stele the little ones with
bunches cit witd fiowers, which they shyiy, weepiagly laid on
bis bIýcast, and lhe heeded flot.

SOh!i death, veut power is perfect ta us*ward sa, but
Gddward impotent.

Thcy came, for miles around thcy cime, and in tht
garden aniongst tht trees tbey stood, white from tht mouth
af tht preacher, tbrougb tht quiveriag vine leaves, into tht
quiet study stait tht words ai hope, "Sa whcn this cor-
ruptible shall have put an incorruption, and this roortai shail
have put an immartaiay.

O 1 death whcre is thy sting? 0O! grave wbcre is tby
vicaory1 Thanks be unta Gad which givetb us the vicaory
tbrough aur Lard Jesus Christ."

Out under tht wbispcriflg trees, past tht aid cburch
we bore him, and by bis Marion laid hlm. For him al the
sweetness aow-for us, the warmwoad and tht gali.

Who shall tell tht exquisite sadncss af those days, the
dumb, gnawiag bcart-buager, the terrible dreamings ai a
dream, witb wakings ta tht truth ? but it passcdl ; and ini tht
grey October marning wt gave aur last look ta tht aid manse
and whispercd as wc wept. "«AiU is af God tbat was and is
ta be, and God is good."

TA'ANKSGIVING.

MR. EDITO-On November 2 you pubiished a note from
tht Rev. D. 1. Macdonnill an yaur remarks the previaus wcek
an Tbanksgiving Day. Kindly ailow me a word or awo sug.
gesaed by anc sentenice in il, viz. :"lI submait that it wiii be

1timc tnough ta advise the churches ' ta appoint a day af aheir
awn ' after tht churches have appraached the Goverameasa on
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tht subject and bave failcd ta secure what ahey consider de-
sirable."l

On reading bis Il vord af comment 'l my first thnught wvas
abat ai disappointmena, st seemied he showed nmore anxietv
about tht reputatian ai Sir John Thompson than that of tht
Church, that he failed ta apprebend yaur truc mnotive or ap.
prtciate yaur wisb or desire, wbicb was sa plainiy stated in
yaur flrst words, viz.. IlWhetber Thanksgiving Day in this
Dominion us ta be what itsame indîcates or a mere holiday
as a question abat should lie settlcd at once," and iurther on,
" Pcrbaps thteiLetter vay wauld lie far tht churches ta appoint
a day af theur owa." Cao ut lie abat be showcd undue anxicty
and sensuaîveness Mien st was flot needed when he abjects ta
wbat be cails Ilyour ataack on Sir John Thompson in ahîs
cannection"'l? \Yu reply very correctly ta it by sayîng "lAs
ostensible bead af the administration the acting Premier
cames in for bis share af public crîtîcism." 1 cannot sec abat
you have donc Sir John a wrang, or tbat Ilyou write as
thougb tht Presbyterian Church had entered inta 1'negotia-
tions ' with Sur John Thiompson and endeavourtdto «'arrange'
thus matter," and so an, unless yaur remark, "ltht soocier we
get out af it tht better,' can lie construed ta inean that sucb
negotiatians had actualiy taken place. Neither Mr. Macdan-
adil nar yaursthf, i suppose, haid any thaught thaa any such
thîng was donc.

Arn i tauinter abat Mr. Macdannell believes that la is witbin
tht proper sphere and tht duty af tht civil rulers ta appoint a
natuonal Tbanksguving Day, and flot tht duty ai tht Churcb ta
appoint a day ai their owo untul tht Governmena, aiaer having
beeu approached by tht churches, declira to appoint ont,
and that it is the duay ai the Church au appraacb the Govcrn-
mient on tht matter before they 4 appount a day ai their awn"?

This apens up a preaay wîde and very important question,
and ane that nugbanoata libe kept in tht b ickgrou'ad, but arlc
that " sbould lie setled at once." Many wouid rejoice if
Mr. Macdonntl and ail those an tîon's watch.towers would
be afixiaus ta aid initas proper and speedy settiement.

It scems ta me a matter ai mucb importance at this aime
abat this question should be settled, but wha can or where are
tht proper parties ta settle ut? As long as the State gots out
afitjs proper spherc and untcrnieddles wiab other rncn's mat-
ters, whether thty be individuais or church arganmzattaas, s0
long will incangruous ahungs lie cxhibiaed, sa if individuals
or church organizatuon3 go oua ai aheir praper sphercs and
intermeddie incangruois ahings will be dune. To rny mind it
is not a pressing diuty, and perhaps wilflot be a duay until
such aim-e as Church and State are synonymous terms--havt
become assimilated-for the civil rulers ta appoint a Thaflks-
giving Day ta be observec b.- ai and sundry, but a most
pressing duay for tht churches ta appoint oneto be observed
faithiuily by its members and adheîcnts. Tbanksgiving is
prayer or a para ai Prayer, but there is anoaher para equaily
incumbent in arder abat thetahanksgiving be acceptable, viz.,
confession, which involves reptntance and retormation. How
dan wc rcasanably expeca aur civil rulers ta be a pattern ta us
in this, or even consistent in prociaîming a Tbanksgiving Day
worahy ai tht name ? I"Tht king cao do noa wrong " is a
sigaiticant expression. In aur dispefisatian and sysaem, af
abings tl't members of the Government are tht Sovereign's
couaseilors, advisers, ministers or servants, but in these times
in wbicb we live these ministers do flot admit baviag douc
wrong when chirged with la, in tht praper place, at tht
proper aime and by tht proper parties, but deny having donc
wrong liy denying having dont that with which they are
cbarged, and use improper means ta preveat legiaimate tn-
quiry which, if it did not or cauid not estabtish the wrong-
doing, rnigbt ait teasa for tht satisfaction ai ait concerned make
nianiiest and declare their innocence, and abus show them ta
lie wortby af abeir high office.

IWe read in tht Book ai Books: Tht people ai Nineveh
believed God, and abey proctaimed a fast and pua an sack.
clath, from tht greatest ai therra even ta the least af them, and
thetaidings reacbed tht King ai Nineveb and he arase iram
bis tbrane and laid aside bis robe from him, and covered him.
self witb sackcioth and sat in ashes. What proiound instruc
tian is here for us ! Are we beater ahan the people ai Nineveh
were or more woraby when we consider aur privîleges, whicb
tbey did flot enjoy ? Are tht churches prepared and in aa
proper nood ta observe such a day? Are tht cburch ruiers
prepared ta proclaim it ? What mean these union ahanksgiv.
ing services ? you asIc tht ather day. Ilais casy arnd profitable
ta ask such questions, it may be casy ta shirk or negiecatat
answer them, but it migha flot lie profitable. Surely it is a
pressing duty for the churches ta appoint and observe such a
day for tbemselves. Is it nat at aur peril, and perbaps the
perîl ai this Dominion ai which wc iorrn such a coasiderable
aad important part, if we continue tu neglect such a duty and
preciaus priviiecYau, Mr. Editor, have been led, ahrough
tht incangruity ai tht Dominion Goverament, ta sûir tht soi!
ia which is this seed which is now corne ta tht surface and
sunlight. 1 dauba nat you will deligbatat tend and nourisb it,
and continue the gaod work until tht fruit is ripe. May you
have ail needed help fram the many zealous watcbmen ail
aver this broad DominionP If I cannat givt ay reai help 1
wouid likeait soute futuretime, ifispared, ta try and show what
mny answer wouid be ta same of these questions. But mean-
aime wouid mucbh ike tu sec some ofaour teaching eiders came
ta your assistance1 and glad if Mr. Macdonneil wouid give us,
tbrougb tht medium of yaur goad paper, bis views af abese
questions. A MENIDEP 0F THE CIIURCII.
1 Noiembcr 21,rSg13.2.


