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T 'llhb1 arc flic davs in whvbîch we heàr a gond
acal about thc aid ltLag. Judg'ing (rom the'

mariner in which many people spcak they sccm to
have the impress;-ion tliat Canadians sustain the flag
Thiat is a hugc dciusion. The old flag sustainç us.
Ail thc aid flag ask-, us to do is behave ourselvesr
At the present tîmc that seecms about enougli.

O NE I-.o the rligious jourrals from across flie
lines sayç " Wc dont recollect that weclcver

knew a conversion in an ardinniry wcek, night
praycr nmeeting.f." 'h at may casiy bc. Perlîaps
you.- never attend **ordinary weck night prayer
mectiings.'* Peilbaps you beiong to that class of pro.
fessing Christi.uîs whi-un to speciai efforts and
pose un platforrns whcrcver thcrc is a crowd but
neyer dai-ken the door of an "ordinary" prayer
meeting no mnatter how near it niay bc. There iç
somcthing highiy stispicious in the use af that wvord
"ordinary.'

A WVEALTI-IN* American gentleman who in-
tended leaving $2i.000 to Union Seminary

bas had the clause ini bis will changed and the
monny goos tn Princeton Dr Briggs docs not suit
him as a teacher af students. There will doubtiess
bc more ta follow And the trouble caused by the
Inaugural is not confined ta finance. Seventeen
of the twcenty.eight students at Lane Seminary have
publislicd a declaratian saying they have no sympa.
thy with the destructive Higher Criticism. These
young men were manifestiy thinking ai the time
wlicn they must camne before the people as candi-
dates. The New York Iresbytery is flot the only
bndy ta bc seticd with in the ]3riegç matter

AGOOD bruthcr in England dcsiring ta alus.Atrate the potver af interccssary prayer stated
the other day that when MNr, Spurgean had been
given up by his physicians. when medical skill had
done aIl that was possible, and Mr. Spurgean vas
in: ýrIre",is, the prayer af the Church saved him.
One af Spurge,.n's doctors immediately declared
over his signature that M1r. Spurgeon neyer was i
i<ttrt:,Ii4. that lic neyer was given up byhis dactors but
that an fie cantrary they alvays held and expressed
the opinion that the great preacher wvauld recover.
It is just such mistakes as the foregoing that lead so
many people ta îhink, that clergymen can rarely be
trusted ta know the exact facts af any matter.

NEof the speaker-, at the Woodstock meet-
0 ng iast week stated that political union

with the United States is "in the air." The
same remark is sometimes made about religion. We
have nieyer noticed, however. that religion in the air
ever dîd any one much good. Religion neyer has
much potver river a mnan until it goes dowvn imb bis
heart and fit j-; a permanent lodgmeut there. An-
nexation in thc air %%ili neyer do anybody much
good or harm.ý It can bc effective only when it
takes firm poss2ssion of the minds and hearts af
solid Canadian citiiens. That cansummation will
no4 be rcached in this generation if Canadians have
the intelligence, self-control anad self-respect that are
indispensable ta self government.

R. BU RN S,the azent of theAged and InfirmnM Mi nisters' Fund, reports that the amaunt
ai subscriptions nowv secured exceeds $Ioooo and
the amountpaid ini is over $59,o00. These resulis
in the face af the hard tirnes should inspire the
Cammittee wth hopefulness. anad stirnulate the
members of the Church ta a very decided effort ta
meut Sir Donald A. Srnaîh's proposai, ta enlarge
the tund beyond the $200.000. Many of thosewho
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have carctuiiy ult.rved the' trend nf rongregatinnal
contributions ta the Scbemes of the ChuTch aire
convinced that thp Aged and lnfirmn Ministcrs'
Fund docs not recelive its fair sharc af the peoplc's
lîberalitv. A littie îhoughtruiness would resuit ini
a decidcd impravernent. The nced ccrtainly is great

TN a recent address on ' Ceitic Patriobism,*" Pi-
Icipal Rainy gave it as bis opinion that the

Highlander ouglit not to %vaste lits bîme in boasting
af his patriotism se long as bis own condition svas
capablc of so much impravement by hits own crner-
gies. Thcrc is a %vorld of good sense in that short
sentence. There are fov more cruclly absurd ex-
hibitions than that made by the marn who vocifer-
aIes about "bis cou ntry" and bl is (aIliers"I while
bis childrcn arc star% ing for lack ai food. Surcly a
mian should carc a-,niuch for bis own living but
hungry cbild as bc cares for lus dead grandiather.
lie il tnt rcpcîsible (or the v.xistencc af bis fore-
fatlierq, but lic is (or the existence of is children.
The bcst tbir.g the Iliglîlandcr caîî do is ta say good-
bye ta tbc mc.untains that give his cbiidrcn no brcad
and came out to aur prairies, wbcrc hoe and bis can
have cnnugta and ta spare. Hcatbcr is well cnoughi
in its îvay. but it ncver filled an empty human
stamach.

T 1IIE clerical scandai in a western county last
week should be a ,icmn warning ta parents

and guardians ta kccp yaung ladies uncier thcîr
charge fi-rn so calied spcciai services uniess they
are quite certain about the moral standing of those
t-onducting sucdi services. Even thcn thecre wvilI be
some risks but the risks w~ill bc reduced ta a mini-
mum. This addiîîona[ warning should net bave
been needed. This is neot the first time that sucb
adventurers bave used special services and the eri-
qui-y room for similar purposes. Na doubt tic icI-
lov denounced evervbody wvbo d;d nat take part in
the '*great votk.*Qu&te likecly he more than hir.ted
that soei the mînîsters around there wcre net
convcrted. We should not be surprised if bie and
those co-operating witiî hlm set apart an cvenina for
special prayer for unconverted ministers. The cli-
max ivas reaclied Miaen lie convînced the unfortu-
nate young woman that she sbould be imniersed.
H-ow lie îvouid ring the changes on Bapto and l3ap-
tiio-" mnto" and " ont ai."

NM AN Yoaithie Presbyteries af the American
Church arc at work, on the revised Cou-

fession sent down for their coiisidcration by the
Generai Aesembly. Judging fi-rn the reports, the
proposed new s> mnbol is nlot more -satisiact-ory than
the aId one, if as mutli su. Some think the revisers
have gone toa far. Otiiers that they have nat gone
far enough. IThe acknowiedged difficulties are sa
great that ane leading Churcb paper suggests that
the work be stapped atI last for a time. It is easy
ta say, Revise the Confession, just as il is easy ta
propose a great many tbirîgs, but wvhen the actual
work is undertaken the work is found much more
difficult than many supposed. The aid symbol is
like a stone a. You cannot knock any consider-
able part out afit i ihout affecting the wbole
st- -ture. Several Preshyteries propose ta ]cave
the Confession as it stands and publish a short
supplementary statement ai doctrines for use among
the ruembers ai the Chnrch. That is tbe plan, we
believe, favaured by Principal Grant and others
should the Canadian Church take any action in thc
wvay af revision. Our neighbours may yet corne ta
that view af the case.

T HEF break dawriof the Scott Act, the dismalT failure ai the drastic election iawta t prevent
bribery, the cz)llapse ai Prohibition at the last electian
in Iowa-thesc and siînilar failures in other places
may be and we have little doubt are intended tae
teach men that the only effectuai rcmedy for cvii is
the -gioriaus Gospel of the blessed God." Laws
are good enough in thecir awn plpce, but lawshlever
did and neyer can purify corrupt human nature.
Men who watît liquor cari and do get it ini defiance ai
law. Men who are low enough ta seil their votes
will sell tbem if an clection court wvere sitting in the
next room. The tales told by expericnced cati-.
paigners ai the anxiety ai even tairly respectable
men ta make something out ai their votes are
enougb ta make a decent citizen ashamed ai bis
species. A correspondent writing from Iowa says
that one ai the results ai the defeat ai the prohibi-
tion candidate is the Iloverîvhelming conviction
that thbc moral sense ai the State is not îvhat it was
tbought ta be." Exactiy so. If the moral sense of
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a rnunîry Ik low no amount af legisiation can niake
il higli. The lesson ai the hour in Cana;dg esWeill
as in Toîva is ta puslî on Gospel work with incrcascd
and intensificd vigour. The Gospel bas naany a
trne been disparaged and belittled as a remcdy for
cvii. Supposing wc ail gel back ta the Bible plan
and sec haw il wili worlc.

IF the' mnvemneît in favour af pollîkcal unionu wîth
the' ITnit-d States ever amaunts ta anytbîng

--prinus Canadians îiil have tiîcmsclvcs ta blame.
Open -tlmoqt ai y Conservative paver and the fir'iî
Ihingyoureye m?,ets is a calum-n ofdenunciation of the
Grits, in wbich t1in~v arc plcasantly described as disloy-
al, unpatriotic, cora'upt, hypocritical, and a number ai
other thing-, whicti i 'true shows niost canclusiveiy that
tbey arc unfit ta take part in bbc goverfiment aof bbe
country The' Grits arc at least hall tbe population
ai the Domninion and arc in powcr in ricarly ail tlic
provinces Open a srong liberal journal and yau
weill find the Conservatives desc.ribed in much the
sanie brms as those in which bbc Canservative joui--
nais describe the Grits. Put the twva descriptions
together and wlîat kind ai a nation have you ?Ilb wili
flot nicnd matters ta say that ail Ibis is more party
warfarc. The press ai a country is always quite as
good as the public that support it. To prove that tht
presscexaggoratcs or falsifies is mercly tapi-ove that the
people like literature ai that kind The fact is Can-
adians with blîir own hands have forgcd the wca.
pans that Goldwin Smith can use in Englaaîd and
the United Stateq çwibb no small amaunt af poîver.
If the tbous;andbh part ai what Canadians say about
each other is truc tbey have na future. If cibiier
hall is as black as tbc other pain ts it wc must soon
become a Crowa colony again and bc governed fi-oni
Downing Street or become part aifbbcer.eighbouring
union. There is anc other thing that might bc
tried : Let cadli party speak with some measure ai
respect about thc other and stop furna.hing annexa-
tionists îith bbe only effective wveapons they have.

.SENSIBLE citizens ai ail parties who are
~Jopposed ta annexatian should be able ta give

solid reasaris against political union with aur neigb-
bours across the line. Loud talk about loaiîty,
and abuse ai Mr. Solomon White, M.P.P., and Mr.
Goldwin Smith, arceflot metbods oi warfare that
impress thinking men iavauî'ably. Tiiose wbo have
hep-zi Mr. White in ParFament anad on the platform,
knaw he is not the kind of man that can lie put
dotn by mcrely calling him bard names. Proiessor
Goilwin Smith bas the e-ir ai a class ai readers ini
Frcriand and the United States that fewv otber
Canzidians can reachi. I-is social standing is thc
bighest, and his writings are read tbce vorld over.
Coarse denunciation ai a gentleman ai Mr. Smith's
standing and accomplishments will neither hurt hirm
nor help British connectian. If the discussion is ta
go an, facts must be met by facts, arguments must
be met by arguments, figures must bc put against
figzure3, and the whol question threshed eut in suchi
a way as ta convince ail reasonable nen that poli-
tical union :s not the best thing for :anada. Moral.
social -ind sentimental considerations must bc gîven
due weight, for dollars and cents are flot every-
thing even in this age. Takzing bbc materiai, the
political, tbc social, the moral and religiaus aspects
ai tbe question mb ucansiderabian ive believe a per.
feclly overwhelming argument cari be built up
againsl political union. Therq is ample room on
this continent for two nations. We bave reason tu
believe that the best opinion on tbc other side
favours two rather than ane. Our ncighbonrs bave
quite as large a country noîv as they bave central
power aI Washington ta keep in order. The
friends ai British connection have everythirag ta
gain by fair, manly, intelligent discussion. Mr.
Mowat wvas quite right wvhcn he advised bis fiends
ta go ta tbc Woodistock meeting and vote down Mr.
White's proposais. Any other course would have
been inîerpreted in favour of annexation. Ont
tbing sbouid bc nnderstood ail round-tht annex-
ationists ccn easily bc beaten in argument, but
bard naines, law abuse and hysterical screaming
wvil bcip tbem.

PRISON REFORM.

D) ARK sadows attend tht march af civilzation.
Its progress is nat always anward in a line

ai unclouded brigbtness. The tramp dogs the
steps ai thc mllionaire ; poverty. bbaugh on bbc
oCher side ai the street, keeps step wîtb tbe advance
in wealîh, and moral pragress is reminded that not
far off crime is staiking onîvard. The prevalence


