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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XXXIV.

AU 2 5 ,} THE FRIEYD 0F SINNERS. Luke vii.

GOLDEN TEXT.-" This man receiveth sinners."-
Luke xv. 2.

HOME STUDIES.

M.Luke vii. 18-35 .... John sends disciples to Jesus.
T.Luke vii. 36-50 .... The Friend cf sinners.

W. Matt. xi. 20.3 .. .. Ris migbty works.
Th. Luke xv. -se .. "This man receiveth sinners."

F.2 Pet. iii. 8-18 ... Net willing that any should
perish. "

S. Ezek. xviii. 20.32.. No pleasure in the sinner's
death .

8.Matt. ix. 1.8 ... Power te forgive sin.

HELPS TO STUDY.

Ail te whorn the Gospel is preached are divided into two
classes: those wbo reject Christ and those who corne to
Him. We have in this lesson an example of each-two
portraits. Let us look at them carefully, and sce w/tout was
that made the difference between the twe.

I. Twe WAYS 0F TREATING CHRIST.
i. 77w P/tarisee's way.
What did the Pharisees cf Capernaum, etc., think of

Jesus? Did net like Him-objected te bis ways, e.g., eat-
ing with publicans (Matt. ix. 9-17; Luke xv. 1, 2); weuid
flot receive Him as Messiah (Matt. xi. 16-24); but net yet
Ris epen enemies.

One of them, Simon by name, thiriks lie weuld like te
do Jesus a kiridnss-and, -perbaps, show off bis own hospi-
tahity at the sainie time; hie therefere asks birn te dinner.
See the guests ceming in-Simon receiving tbem ceurteously
--embracing them; servants ready te. wash the dust frem
their feet, arid anoint thern with ou te seften the parched
skin. Now sec the tables spread-tbe guests (accerding te
ýcutem) on couches or " ottomans " as high as the tables,
.reclining on their left arrns, with their feet (unsbed) eutwards.
-And wbo are ail these strangers in the room, iooking on ?

But see-one guest net looking like the rest-has neither
Ibeen washed nor anoînted-wben He came in Simon gave
aim ne kiss: wbo is that? ver. 44-46. Wby this? No
need, theugbt Sirnon, te show Him any particular attention.
Very willing te bonor Rum with an invitation, as se well
kriown and popular; more couid net be expectd-be could
net treat the Nazarene carpenter like bis rcb friends-any-
tbing good eneugh for Him.

2. T/he Woman's Way.
One of tIhe strarigers in the reom weepirg-a wicked wo-

man-known in the city as epeniy bad. Wby weeping?
Fer ber siris? Knew ail along how bad she was; but now
fels Ù, cari tbink of nethirig else. See what others have
fet-Pa. xxxviii. 3, 4; xl. 12; Ezra ix. 6; Luke xviii. 13.
Why bas she corne here ? She knows Jesus te be the friend
of sinners; very likely, wben He said those werds, " Corne
unto Me," etc. [NVote i], s/se had heard thern-tbey went te
bier heart-she was '".beavy-laden "-she lenged fer "rest,"
-and she believed Hirn wbo speke-knew net mucb about
Him, but feit sure God bad sent Hirn te win siriners fromn
their bad ways. S/se will sin ne more now-wili try and be
like that pure and bely Savieur. She must do sornetbing
for Hiii; but what? she se unworthy-what caritse de?

She bas a chance now; bas seen how unceurteousiy Jesus
has been treated-can make up for it. Sec bier, trembiing
and weeping, ceming bebirid Him; what dees she do? ver.
37, 38. Simon weuld net spare common oul for His head;
she devotes te Ris feet lier precieus ointment. Simon did
flot ernploy bis slaves te attend on Jesus; she is content te
be the slave berself [Note 3].

What a difference in these twe ways of treating Jesus!
Now ask-

IL. WHY HE WAS TREATED S0 DIFFERENTLY.
Silence at table-all surprised at Jesus aiiowing this. Sec

what Simnr thinks ver. 39 (corP. Isa lxv. 5). Were bis
feelings unnatural? Re was iookcd up teas areligieus mari.
What 1"«good boy " likes te be seen in cornpany witb bad
boys ? But it is one thing te avoid sin-another te despise
sinriers, forgtting w/t we are ourselves. Sec Luke vi. 37;
1 Cor. xiii. 5. Yet Jesus bas a rebuke te utter, but net te
the weman. It is he, the scrupuieus Pbarisee who wouid
shrink frem such a sinrier-, that is te be rebuked. Jesus will
show birn just what we are asking bout-the reai difference
between him and the woman. Wiii LHe do it severely, as
one effended by thse incivility? Sec how gcntly, ver. 4o.47.

Now, what was thse différence ?
(a) Sec ver, 47-" Levetb much "-11 loveth littie."

The wornan loved Jesus 11much, " tbeugbt nething tee good
fer Him, ne trouble tee great for Him. Sirnon loved Hum
"littie, " scarceiy at ail; se neglected His comfort.

(b) But much more thari this ini the paiabie. Wby was
one debter more grateful te- the creditor than the other?
Simon couid sec that-ver. 43 (1' forgave most "). Was

New we sec -the difference:-
The Weman-(c) had faith in Jesus as the Savieur; (b) feit

bier ina, and me ioved Him that forgave tbem; (a) loving
Hum, sbowed bier love inriber treatment cf Him.

The Pharisee-(c) bad rie faith in Jesus; (b) hadno fée'ing
ef bis in-mo ne special reasori fori ôving Jesus; (a) showëd
bis lack of love in bis trcatment of Jesus.

WHIcH 0F THESE TWO ARE WE LIKE?
i. De wc negiect Christ ? Perhaps net epenly bad-regu.

lar at cburch and schol, etc. -outward respect for Ris name,
His day, Ris book, etc.; yet ne trying te, please Hum-no
sacrifice for Ris sake- care for self meat. This like thse
Pharisee. But wbat the cause? [ To illustraie I"cause and!
effect: -Roots andýjruits: "ldo men .çat/ter gra/tes of tkorns,
orfigsofttistles ? M'ait. vii. r6). P/casant and unp/easant
sounds andperfumes; con tell w/tence t/tcy corne. ] Tksis, thse
cause-no sense o sn-se ne care for a Savieur. But if se,
deceived (i John i.)-the in is there-the debt is due-
9"'nethirig te pay "-if net freeiy forgiven now, 1' the utter-
mest farting". demanded at the " 'day of reckoning. "

z. But do we feel sin-feel our dcbt-fei ow peer our
geodness is-"« 1notbing te pay ?"

"Could rny zeai ne reapite know,
Ceuld my tears for ever flow," etc.

Then, like the wemnan, shall corne te Christ-confess our
sins-then wbat ?-s John i. And we know more of Rim
than she did: net only know Ris kindaess, hear Ris "lCorne
unto Me "-kriow, aimo, that Re died for these ver sins, bas
paid the debt Himseif. Cari you tbink of this andnot love
Him ? Sec wbat preduced St. Paui's love (2 Cor. v. 14, 15).
And if love Him, ready te, be Ris slave, give up ail bad
tbings fer Ris sake, ail good thinga te Ris service.

"Love se arnazing, se divine,
Demanda my oul, my life, my al."

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

i. This incident is placed by Laite (wbe alene relates it)
imrnediateiy after thse discourse arising eut of the Baptist's
message, whicb, as given ini the parailel passage in Matt. xi.,
concludes with the words, "lCorne unto Me, 'etc. Hence
thse probabiiity that the woman was brought te repentance
by that very invitation whicb bas been the salvation and
cemfort of se mariy seuls in every age. Observe, tee, tbat
thse narrative affords an exampie ef both thse grounds of cern-
plaint against Jesus, ailuded te in that. disceurse: attcnding
feasts ("la gluttoneus man and a wirie-bibber ") and sbowing
Rimseif the Ilfriend of publicaris ami sinners."

2. The act of the penitent wornan mnust be carefuliy dis-
tinguisbed from that of Mary of Bethany, rccorded in Matt.
xxvi:, Mark xiv., John xii. Many of the eider witers, and
seme rnodern critics of thesel"destructive " schcol, confound
thein; but the oniy point of resemblance in the two narra-
tives is the name of the host; and Simon was the commen-
est of Jewish riames, there being eleven permons bearing t
rnentioried in tIse New Testament. Thse idea tsait the wo-

mari was Mary Magdalene (wbicb is the engin of thse mcd-
ern terrn IlMagdaîen ") is aise pUrey traditienai, and rests
on né evidence whatever. The latter, is introduced in the
next -chapter (Viii. 2) as a new character, and is described in
aitogetlier different ternis.

3. It is the custom in the east, where there bas neyer been
such a separatien of classes as witb us, for the bouses te be
open even at meal-time, anid for strangers to enter and con-
verse witb these prescrit, theugh net* jeining tbem at table;
and this wouid be particularly the case at a large entertain-
ment.

On the customs at dinner, sec Kitte, IlDaily Bible Illus-
trations (Life of our Lord)." The Greek word rendered
"mat down te meat," in ver. 36, is literaîly Ilredlined.."

On the civilities neglected by Simon, sec Gen. xviii. 4,
xix. 2, xxiv. 32;- Ruth iii. 3; 1 Lui. xxv. 41; J'm. xxiii. 5;
EccI. ix. 8; Dan. x. 3; Amnos vi. 6; MattL vi 17. Witb
thse feet oniy sbod witb andaIs, wasbing is botb a necessity
and a luxury. Oul and ointmerit are in common use in al
hot couritries, te prevent the kin' fromi cracking. It was a
J ewisb custern te show affection and esteeni fer a jlabbi by
ernbracing bis feet (cornp. Matt. xxviii. 9).

Thse wornan probably entered thse bouse te hear Cbrist's
words, and, observing Ris condition, hastened eut tu, fetcb
ber eiritment; thus devoting te Ru wbat had been pur.
chased fer lber own personal adornment. Alford aya that
thse Greek implies tbat se oaly intended te aseint and cm-
brace bis feet; the wasing, etc.,.being the inveluntary re-
suit of bier excessive weeping. It was considered a humil-
iation fer female slaves te be set te wipe their master's feet
with their bair.

"lAlabaster bex,"-one word iri the original-an al-
abastron: a vessel (probabiy a bottie) made of alabaster:
just as we say a Ila glass, " meaning a cup or vesci made ef

gls.The namne was derived from a place calied Alabas-
tren, in Egypt, the marble from wbence was believed te
have speciai qualities as a preserver of unguents.

15. Verse 47 does net mean tbat thse womari was forgiven
1because se loved much. The exact reverse was thse fact;

she ioved because she was forgiven. Yet the word «"for"
la quite correct, and the sentence should be read thus: "You
can sec that bier ina are forgiven, for see bow much she

i loves." As we migbt say, "The child is better, for bie is
1laugbing, " or, "1Thse sun is up). for it is ligrht, " wbile in thse

4?ORDS OP TRI W SE
TRUTH is the foundation of sll knowiedge, and the ce-

rnent of ail societies. -Dryden.
CULTURE is good, is beautiful; but culture for culture's

sake is conteniptibie-contemptible because it is utteriy self.
ish, and therefore unworthy.-In4endent.

THE truest help we cari render to an afiicted mari is flot
to take his burden from him, but to caleut his best strength,
that he may be able te bear the burden.-Philltps Brooks.

THERE are treasures laid up in the heart-treasures of
charity, piety, temperance, and soberness. These treasures
a mari takes with bim beyond death, when hie leaves this
worid.

THE Bible itself must be brougbt out as the best defence
against infideity-the Bible itself, flot oniy as the great stand-
ing miracle of history, but as containing unearthiy ideas for
which no philosophy, ne theory of development, cari ever
accourit. - Taylor Lewis.

How do the evoiutiônists account for the fact that the
genus shark has for ages worii bis mouth on his most incon-
venient side (for himself, that is.) According te the develop-
ment theory it should gradualiy have worked round so that hie
would flot have te turn over on bis back to eat his dinner.

BEGIN your day aright. A good start does flot insure
good ail througb, but it helps immensely. Not te start wel
is a failure at the eutset. Therefore, secure some time in the
m orning for communion with God before you plunge into the
work and worry of the day, To begin your day thus is to
begin it aright.

SPRINGS are littie things, but they are sources of large
streams; a helm is a littie thing, but we know its use and
power ; nails and pegs are little tbings, but they hoid the
parts of a large building together ; a word, a look, a smile,
a frown, are aIl little things, 'but powerful for good or evii.
Tbink of this, and mind the littie things.

GoD respecteth not the arithmetic of our prayers, how
many they are; ror the rhetoric of our prayers, how long
tbey are ; nor the music of our prayers, how melodious they
are ; nor the logic of our prayers, how methodical they are,
-but the divinity of our prayers, how heart-sprung they are.
Not gifts, but graces, prevail in prayer.- Trapp.

To consolidate anid methodize anid cemplete what has been
mest successfully begun in former years-te turri theory into
practice-to attack with vigor the great task of life-to cast
out old evils, and by grace to exhibit a holy character, these
are the duties ef hbu who is growing old. The whole pros.
pect is deeply serious, though it néed not be alarming. -.
W. Alexander.

JUST as the eye seeks to refresh itseif by resting on ricu-
tral tints after iooking at brillant colors, the mind turna from
the giare of inteliectual brilliancy to the solace of gentie
dullness, the tranquiiizing green of the sweet human qualities,
which do not make us shade our eye like the spangles of
conversationai gymnasts and figurantes. -Oliver Wevsdell
Holmes.

ALL that goes to coffstitute a genteman-the carniage, gait,
address, voice; the ease, the self-possession, the ceurtesy,
the success in not offending, the lofty principle, the delicacy
of thought, the taste and propriety, the ganerouity and for-
bearance, the candor and consideration-these qualities smre
of tbem come by nature, some of them may be found in any
rank, some of thern are a direct precept of Christianity. -

Yokn Henry Newman.
THAT touch of irreverent cant, 1 fyours in Christ, " in close

juxtaposition with a demand for cash, affects us very unpleas-
antly ; the more so, probabiy, because a man we once
knew, who habitually closed bis letters in this way, proved
to be an unconscionable liar and hypocrite. A man of
genuine religious spirit does not often falI into this sort of
niippant~ cant. Think of Paul writing to Corinth or Ephesus
and saying, 11I1must have a hundred and fifty dollars a week
and board at.,the best hotel."

Meeting one day wi th an intelligent lady whose inclination
had so obscured bier moral vision that she saw, or tbougbt
she saw, moral merits in the theatre, John Foster put the

q uetion to her in these words :-" If sorne nigbt there
souldgo forth froni God a potent energy, whicb passing

aiong ~e surface of the worid like the simoom, should biast
and destroy every institution anid structure which, in the
whoie account, does evil, would or would not the theatre be
in ruins in the morning?"

DOING good is not incompatible witb the most refresbing
recreation. It will give a deiigbtful flavour to vacation
hours, among the mountains or in the seaside cottages, te
keep thc great relationis anid objects of life ini remembrance.

F It is riot necessary to'enéroach upon the requisite physical
.rest, àl to challenge thse braiii te any serious service. Sirnply

>keep up the habit of thoughtful piety, and watch for acces-
sibleopportunities for a kind, sympatbizing Christian word.
The field isthe world, and we are neyer out of its lirnits. A
boiy beart is a seed-bearing vessel, and wherever one cardes
it, the blessed germs wiil be distributcd. 4'Blessed are ye
thatsow 1"

CONSUMP2'ION CURED.
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