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Gulio fled out of his master’s presence, ran to his room
like vnc distraught, bezan tosearch through his possessions ;
tore from his neck the bit of silver hanging on a cord,
tramped it under foot, and cried, * 1 will 1eveal all 1" but
as he turned to go from the roumy, 2 tit of ttembling seized
him, a sweat of hotror broke forth from his whole body, a
superstitious agony rent him, he sa.«w his soul imperiled—as
it could never be by lies, or other vice—he scemed in the
clutch of 2 demon, his head recled.  He dushed into the
open air, then to a height in his vineyard which looked
toward ** Sta. Maria Magpiore of the Hills,” and there Gulio
shook his tist, and loamc\t and, we ate Joath to write it,
cursed and swore about Padie Tnnocenza until he was
haarse.  Padre snnocenza held Guli's soul in awful chaing,
the falling tears of his good master had almost .ent them off,
but now they were nveted closer than before.

The Marchuse recovered his outward setenity, and Gulio
by degtees forgot the impression which had been made.

And so the winter came, and we find outselves in all its
chill, watching Padre Innacenza conung from the hills.

By the time that the priest thus comes from his pavish, it
is indeed the beginming of another year, for it s February,
1862.

Caution 13 largely developed among priests, and Innocenza
has a superabundant supply. Reaching the ity he pn?‘s his
firrt visit to Father Zucctn,  New that a priest should do
70 wotk in his parish is legitimate ; that ke should labour
among his people is suspicious; and presently Father
Zucchi says :

¢t I think 1 have heard something about your people com.
ing out to church lately.”

44 So they do,” tephies Innocenza. '“I don’t know any
better place for them tean the church, and so 1 make them
come. If ¥ teaching then:, I know what they're ieara-
i .'l

“That's right,” sa;s Zucchi; *therc is a deal of heresy
and fanaticism abroxd now-a-days. 1 wish we bad the
Grand Duke back: we'll be starved out clse.
folks pay thcir dues?”

*Yes ; they pay more than usual, and they all keep right
to me ard the chapel. I dun’t hear of any straying off.”

“"Very good,” replies the cathedral priest; *1 must
look to my people about that.  lere we have the Vaudois
undermining on the one hand, anu that heretic Polwarth,
bold as biass, on the other, and Lileralism preached on
evety cotner, to mean throwing off religion altogether.
That Polwarth isa very vile man—did you ever see him?*

“Yes; £'ve handled him pretty roughly once or twice.”

And then Innocenza had a glass of wine with his brother
ccclesiastic, and, night having fallen, he leit him, as Padee
Zucchi supposed, to get his supper at a tattoria.  On the
contrary, Innocenzy darted along in the shadow of the
houses until he found himsel{ once mote in Dr. Polwarth’s
study. He seemed less tluent than usual, but in 2 moment
or two asked for the Doctor’s Italian Bible, and stood read-
ing different parts of it for nearly a quarter of an hour.
Theu he dropped it on the table, saying ¢

**Yes, that's a true copy.  Tell me, do you accept ail
that ixok 2"

¢ Every word of it,” said the Doctor.

¢ And you hold such principles of hanour, truth, human-
ity, as it teaches?” he asked. nervoudly.

* Certainly I do, and try with all my heart to practice
them.”

“ There's one good in your heretic priests,” <aid Inno-
cenza. **one can trust your word.”  He stond with his back
to the Noctor lo king into the fire for some time, then tum.
ing suddenly, he exclatmed : * 1 come to you a man dis.
tressed, miscrable, hopeless, toen by a thousand doubts —**

* Pethaps for that i should mather be glad than grieve,”
said the pastar.  *“If God has troudbled you le can also
console you.”

*““And how can 1 get that consolation?” urged the
priest.

“ By
mediary.

44 And is tkaf all the help you can offer me 2"

1t is all, 2nd cnough.  If you truly desire help, fully
believe that Jesus can give it to you and go directly to Him,
that is all.”

“ Fou! that 1was to hope for help!™ cried Innocenza.
*1 Yo send me to dry streams and broken 1eeds.  What )
do you count me an idiot 2 Do yau suppose 1 did not sce
“his way 2 and would T nut be Likely to try it hefure 1 hom.
bled mysell to come to yuu?2  Why, Itell you I desirc help,
with a very passion of dewre! I do believe Jesus s able to
helpl 1 have gene to Him only, a thousand umes ; but
what better am I for gaing 2 He will aot heat me, will not
help me; He isas cold as out dead saints.””

Dr. Polwasth looked at his visitor ixedly some moments ;
thea said, sternly .

¢ I see ; you are not willing to pay the pnice.”

** What pricc?  Ha! have I not heard that ours wasthe
relifion of price 2 of eaming things of God 2 and yours was
the 1cligion of free grace, of unbought salvation? and now
you say—pricel"

“ Bat do you know," persisted Dr. Polwarth, * what it
will €2s2 you to get this help of Chiist2™

“ No1” shouted Innocenza. **I thought it was some-
thing fice, and 1 wanted something frec.”

*¢Listen to me.  You wanted Chiist's peace, on yoar own
terms, not on llis, you demand.d amity with Him while
your hasom hearded unrighteous gains, while your hands
were full of {orludden froits,  Peace comes from beng Gilled
with Chtist.  W¢ must be emplied of self. we most re-

Do your

prayez—prayer to Jesus only, without any inter-

linquish the wages of ungodliness before there is room within
us for Him. God has dealt with you ; He has opened your
eyes to sce a need of Christ ; He has given you a desite for
Chiist; He may have ceven shewn you b{ what things you
keep Christ out of your heart, {cl you will aut yield them.”

‘ No, no. 1 protest to you I would give up everything,”
said the priest.

“You may have evil Jmcllccs; you may have certair,
falsehoads, certain sel-indulgences, certain practices forbid.
den in God's law, which you will not relinquish, which you
desite to keep, while you have Chiist,”

“No,” said Innocenza;'**1 am honest in my speech,
moderate In my wishes, decent in privatelife, 1 am willing
to give up all evil habits which God may shew me, whlc{;
you may search out,”

¢* Perhnaps you know that you have been teaching errars
of docirine.  You may have taught as God's Word, what
now you see not o bein God's Word, and you ate not will
ing to alter your teachings, to provoke the wrath of your
Church.  You want to be sxcretly for Chirist, but outwardly
as you have been.  And this is what it must cost you to get
peace; youmust prove the sincerity of your desire for Christ
by readiness to have none but Him. Ilave you bargained
that you must keep what you have, and gret Christ too 2"

¢ No. I have begun to teach as T have had light, and if
1 could onl{ get this peace I would willingly abandon my
posstion. 1 would cease teaching error—I would publicly
retract error.”

* Pethaps you have had some plan for your future spirit-
ual life.  WVill you tell me what it was that you wanted
and expected 2

** Your letter,” said Innocenza, ¢ stirzed the very depths
of my soul ; your teachings comriended themselves to my
mind. I said: Hereis a religivn woithy of God ax its pro-
pounder ; he'c 18 a religion which, while loftier than our
reason, does not contradict reason. In the hght of the
truths which you presented I saw what untiuths I had held
as sacted.  But then I could not understand what my
Church was, and how it had grown, and been held as f4e
Church, if, instcad of being the exponent of God on earth,
it was His antagonist.  Yourt second paper seat me to the
Scriptures for cxplanation of this.  \When once I opened the
Bible I read on as onc {ascinated. 1 have gone through the
Holy Book three times. 1 felt that I lacked true picty, the
real peace of God.  This I must get from Christ only. 1
besought His help. 1 thought Ishould receive assurance of
my pardon and acccptance and have joy i Him; this
would make me strong. I should ther call my flock to-
gether and tell them what crrois I in my darkness had
taught, and what was the true way ; I would exhort them
to try and scarch the Scriptures and examine their faith.
Then I meant to go to England and America, whete 1 could
be more fully taught, and get something to do—{for of course
I could not stay in my parish, and 1 could pet no work
in Ita'y, where the proiests would be ever on my track.”

“* Padre Innocenza,” said Dr. Polwarth, *¢1 will deal
plainly with you. 1 know in a measure what priests are.
I'must fear that in the ten years of your life as pansh priest
you have been a partner to some cvil deeds.  Look back ;
are thete hives which you have ruined ? are there any whom
yeu have distrained of liberty 2 is there any prnisuner of your
making ? any family broken up by you* meaus? any soul
pensisting in sins which you have pretended to condone?
Will Christ pive you peace while you refuse actoal repent-
ance, withhold restitution? If you are now continuing any
deception by silence, God will not hear you. If you thus
hold back part of the price, evidently you are not ready to
give up all for Christ —you are usclessly, hopelessly lying to
the Holy Ghost.  Chutist never 1¢jects the soul which secks
Him insincerity and tuth.  If you cry for help, and are
unhelped, believe me, the fault is not Christ's, but yours;
you are not teady to yield all on your part, but yon want all
on tlis part. Look back on your lifeand consider this ques-
tion."”

**\What ' " said Padre Inrocenzs, “must 1 not only cease
from «in, but go back to undo the past? 1 thought Christ
would at~ne for that.  And du you ask me to repair these
errors mysel(2”

** Christ will atone—you cannot. But if there is anything
wkich, in outward act, you can do to make restitution, Ie
demands it. He will not pardon a man for theft while the
maa resolves to live on the proceeds of that theft. Remem-
ber how Zaccheus proved his sincerity ; he said : *If I have
taken anything from any man by false accusation, I restore
ksm fourfold.””

** But there arc some deeds which 1 cansnof naw undo.”

* Gud only dzinands the possible, but He demands that
sbsolutely.  Consider that for years you have lived in datk-
ness ; God bas enlightened you ; these desires, these strive
ings of soul arc 1lis divine £ift to you ; they are an earaest
of what He is able and willing to do; but you know what
David says : *If I reprard iniquity in my he t, the Lord
will not hear me.” Ask God 1o search yoar i zart tor these
sins that arcbetween you and Him ; ask Hishelp to do wkhat
He demanas.  Cease asking selnshly for peace 3 up and do
your duty, and peace will come.”

“Well,"” wid Padre Innocenza, *¢ my life, in God's light,
looks bad enough ; but let me tell you, that most of mysins
have been of the heart, and not so much of outward act,
Many of the crimes common to my order have been un-
shated by me.  Some sins I would :epair, but death has
come between. My chiel crror has been a passionate zeal
for my Church, and an ambition torise in her honoors ; and
the greatest sins of outward act have been committed to
serve myself 1n my Church—and perhaps 1 cannot sepair
them

** Are you willing to try faitafully, continuaily, disrepard-
irg your own comfort, pride, profit, to do what is ripht 23
in thesight of God 2™

“ Pezhaps there is 2 way,” said Padie Innocenza, half to
himself, **in which I can set onc raatter right privately.”

** Puivately ot publicly, you must be willing to do your
utmost.” .

** Farewell,” s2id the pnicst, stasting from tas seat; i
wanted salvauon, comfort, peace, fot nothing. Instead, you

talk of what it will cost—of restitution, of duty. Iam much
dinrminlcd."

The priest hurtied along the street toward his albergo, his
soul §n a greater rumult than before. At a crossing he 1an
across Nannt Conli, who had just left the Palazzo Borgosoia,
where he had been paying a wisit to Assunta.  Naoni's
heart was happy—happer than ever 5 a lintie sonp was on
his lips. The priest was most ~i»zrable ; ready to muttera
curse. Their ways to life shoulu cross more than once,

Nanni was happy as a humbie follower of Chinst ; striving
to live honestly with all men, 2nd also to do goud to all as
he had opportunity. He rejoiced also in fruit of his labour ;
he had breught the Gospel to his father’s house, and they
had recaivalat, and 1 their tuin were working in Chiist's
service. M anni was, moreover, hopefulin regaid to the fu-
tute.  He expected witlan a few yeas 1o be ondained asan
evangelist in the Vaudois Church, aud perhaps to inake lns
home 1n Barletta, with Assunta for lus wife,  Such weiethe
visions wlich filled s nund when he ran against Padee In-
nocenza in the little dark street,

At the same time Assunta, in the Palazzo Borgosoia,
shared Nanm's hopes and joy.  Her present home was very
plessant, and she trusted, by Miss Maxwell’s instructions,
to become more fitted for the hife which seemed to lie befose
her. While Nanni was studying in Fuenze and travelling
about as colporteur, Assunta would improve mentally, in
housckeeping, 1n sewing, and use her hberal wages ip pre-
E:ring the plenishing of her future home.  So all seemed to

prospesing well ; and when June came, with its oppres-
sive heats, the houschold of Uncle Francini again took up
their abode in the Villa Antera.

Of course, the first visitors were the Marchese Foranoand
his wife, who rejoiced greatly.in the seturn of last summer's
pleasant fricuds, although the sight of little Michael tote
open the old wound about Nicole, and the loss of the little
child. ‘The Marchesa expressed a hope that she should see
Honor, as before, at the Pavilion : “ } so enjoy our motaing
talks,” she saud ; there was evidently some new touble or
anxiel{ in her mind. This anxicty exhibited itself the next
day when she met Honor,

** Do you know, Signorina, I have never got out of my
mind what you said about the constant presence of Christ
and every-day religion. I sze, now, seligion should be in
our daily lives, in all our thoughts. 1 desite to have Jesus
continually with me ; but how can I when I know almost
nothing of Hin? It would surprise you, Signorina cara, to
be told how little I know of Ser. Jesus. I lave heard that
He was botn 1n a carpenter’s house, and was very poor ; and
yet in the pictures the Madanna looks magnificently rich,”

‘¢ The pictures, you know, are a painter’s fancy, and are
painted for omament, and 10 shew his skill. It is true that
Jesus, for our sakes, became poor, and for us left the glory
of heaven.”

* And He really did have twelve Apostles ? and His mo-
ther ived as long as He did on carth 213 all that so,~Sig-
norina? And then, of coutse, He hived 1n Rome, and spoke
Latin?" .

“Your pardon, Marchesa ; He was niever in Rome. He
lived in Palestine, and died at Jerusalem. Ie was born at
a village near that city, and Iis grave, for three days, was
in a garden of the auty.”

*“ And was e never at the Holy City of Rome? And
you think, San.mna, He did these miracles and good deeds
we hear of 2°

‘1 am sure that He did—and very many more.”

II“ How I wish 1 had some way of knowing ali about

imi"”

¢ Signora, why not read His life, written fully and truly
for us in the four Gospels?  said Honot, taking an Italian
Testament {rom her pocket and holdung it towasd her.

The Marchesa drew back.

**Oh, no, no! That wouid only involve mein confusion.
You educated women may be able to read such things safely
~nut Italian women ltke me. No, Signonna—but do you
tell me what you know.,"

** And yet, Marchesa, I draw all my knowledge of Chnst
from this very book. 1 only tell you what s here.”

. '‘But you are wise to know what to acceft, what to re-
ect.”

** But I reject nothing of at.
truth.”

** Nevertheless, I cannot read it ; but I have confidence
in yous word, and will be glad to hear what you tell me.”

Hoxnor sat in silent distress at finding her word regarded
as safer, more truthful, more rehable than God’s Word.
Th; Marchesa’s eye fell on the picture of the Virgin She
said :

* Here is the Divine Mother, set by God for the especial
help of us women ; I do know something of ber. Do you
pray forher, ¢h 2"

** 1 have found no command to do so in the Bible,” said
Honor.

** Ca, ca! that provesit, you see. The Bible den't tell
all we need to know. That, I understand, is why Chuist
came ; to teach ©s what had been, by carelexsness or evil,
left out of the Bible ; and the worship of His blessed mother
was one of those things. You ser. the Jews were the hold-
crs of the Scnptures, ans they, being wrong., made some of
the Scripture wrong.  To this day, poor things, they don’t
worship Madonna ; but do you doit?"”

** But how could I expect her to hzar so many prayers,
from sc many people of dificrent tongues and countrics, all
at once?

“Surely you believe that God can? ™ said the Marchesa,
carnestly.

*Oh, to be sure,™ replicd Honor.

** Then,” said the Marchess, triumphantly, *‘Mary cn
Sheis divine, divine like God and Christ. God can do all
thinps. He made Mary {or His helper, and she can do all
things."”

** Tell me, do your pricsts teach yon thas 2"

* Surely. They tell us she can do all thinge 3 they make
her just like God in hearing and helping : they say shic has
all the power of divinity. Then my common sense tells me
she mast Le divine, as God. Their teachings mean nothing

1 take the whole as God's




