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BIOGRAPHY. !
JOACHIM CURAUS,

A German physicinn of emincat talonts nud sin-
gular picty, was ouo of tho burning and shiniug lights
of tho Reformation, and never were tho following
{iues of the poet mare strikingly illusteated than in
the death of tkat gentine beligver:

“The cliamber where the good mean meets hisfate,
{s privileged far beyond the common walk
Of virtuoun life—quite ou the vecge of Heaven.”

This exccllent man dicd of & burning fever, in
which he evidenced, as in life, thoe subjection of his
soul to the Divine will, attended with fervent
‘breathibafter Christ in the exerciso of diviné love.
T'hie “state of his_soul st this volemn season, will
Biest appear from sowo of those divine and weighty
sentences which he then uttered : * Lord, I am op-
pressed ; but it is cnough for me that thy hand hath
done it. My body now suffers becauso of sin, but
my sou! is raised aud comforted with the assurance
of eternal life. I will wrestlo with Jacob tiHl the
brightaass of thy sight shall appear. Come, Lord
Jesus, and let all that love theo, say cote; and as
for him that loves thee not, let him be Anathema
Marozatha.  Thou kanowest, who soarchest the
hoart, that I lovo thee, With theo I shall bo at the
beginniog of tho new year; and shall be satisfied
with thy sight, and drink of the wine of that ever-
Tastiog joy, which is in thy Father’s house, where
are many mansiors, one of which is there reserved
Yor mo." e theo cried, ¢ Mz beart glows at the
prospect of life eternal, the eriinning of which}
pow actually feel within me.
know thes, andmy aim hath been that others should
know thes aright.” Son of God, acknowledge me
also, and take me to thine embracces! To como to
thee,. 1y soul with desire leaps for joy ; aud becauso
it is yet withheld, I think the time lung; T desire to
be dissolved! O dissolve me, thatI maybo with
thee! I am overwearied by my continuiug here ! I
groan for that dwelling above, which thou bast re-
vealed to me! As the travellerin n dark night looks
far tho sun, so do I earnestly look after the bright-
ness of that light, which is in the vision of the Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost! I shall seo my Savi-
our in the flagh, who is oxalted at the right hand of
‘the Father, and thers I shadbless him for all the
blessings I have received frm him. Thou wilt, al-
s0, set aguard over this body, even thy holy angels,
to keep wy dust and bones, which were, and shall
beevas for ever, the dwelling place of the Hggg
Ghost; for itis impossible that this flesh, whi
bath been quickened by a participation and com-
munion of the spirit, and thusingrafted into thebody
of Christ, should ever be annihilated, or for ever
continued in tho state of death. But thou, who art
the fountaln of ifs, shalt require from tho earth,
this thine own imagoe; and by sending forth thy
spirit afresh, thou wilt again build itup asa glori-
ous livizg body, that it may there becomo for ever
a dwolling for thy spirit 1o inhabit; there wo shall
follow tho Lamb whithersoever he goeth, O glori-
ous and divine leador! and there wo shall sing the
asw song, Lotus rcjoice ! Hallelujah! O come lot
us go forth to meet our_redcemer ! Qur conversa-
tion is in heaven ; ovenin this lifo we must begin to
know an cternal life, and follow it in that order
which Christ hath appointed. Weo shall bo clothed
upon, and not b2 found naked; and he whois the
beloved Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of
the world, shall lead us to tho fountain of living
‘waters, and wipo away all tears from our oyes.
‘What the eyo ?&m not soen, nor tho éar heard,
nor hath outored into tho hearts of men, is prepared
for them thatlove God. 'This oarthly lifeis but
death; but thatis life indced which "Christ hath
begun in my soul. And now I live, yot not I, but
Christ liveth in mo ; thereforo I will praise him. O
blessed sou), whero Jesus bath his scats who doth
isad and boar well in all onr motwns 2nd actions.”

have learned’ to]

"Phete who weore witnésses of his last moments
inform us, that theso were but a small part of the
ardent breathing of,the goul of this blessed man,
after the onjoyent of God in eternal life.  Just be-
fore he expirved, be was hoard to say, ** Now 1 die,
and have gained admission ; liko old Simeon, I die
testifying to the truth of tho prophets and apostles,
blagsing thy Lord that he hath madoe the light of the
gospel, in his marvellous goodaess, again to return
after a scason of sheh darkness.” Having uttered
theso words, he shortly after sweetly foll aslecp in
Jesus.

e — ]
not only the homuge of God, but the dutics of seif.
government und respect : it follows him into the do-
mestic circlo, tho followship of the church, the com-
munity of the country, the citizenship of the woild;
binding upon him tho duties which aro appropriate
to cvery statton, and calling him to acknowledgo
the clains which reach bun from every quarter.
As with the smiling countenanco and the flamin
sword of the cherubim, it guards all the social in-
terests of man, protectin, 1ﬁo throne from the taor-
bulence and anarchy of the pouple; and the rights
of the Eeople from the encroachments of the throne ;

from the invasion and spoilution of the poer;
the poor from the insults and oppression of the yich ;
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REL1GION. 0
1t teuch
The inlimale connection Yetween Religion aend Na-
- tional "Prosperity.

(Br J. A. Jauss, or Brraincua.)

Itis 2 most important sentiment, of which the
evilence is abundant, and which ought to be kept
constantly beforo the public mind, that religion ts
the m.st direct and powerful cause that can be conceiv-
ed of, to promote national comfort, prosperity, and
security ; in the abseuce of which, all other causes
must be limited and transient+in their effects. If re-
Jigion were indecd a mere abstraction of devotion,
confined in its exercises to the closet or the sanctu-
ary, and restricted in its influence to the imagina-
tion and the taste, but which has no decessary con-
trol over the conscienpe, the heart, and the life,
and which is not allowed ta regulats the intercourse
of society; if it were mpare]y the temper of the con-
vent, united with the forms of the church; begin-
ning and ¢nding upon thy.threshold &f tho house of
God, then it would be--difficult to point ont what
conncetion suth a religitn hias with tho welfare of
a country. It would i rhis case resemblo ouly the
ivy, which, though it add & piefuresque effect to the
vener thle fabric, impartsheéither stability to its walls,
por ¢ mvenicoco to its afartinents. Butif religion
bo indced a printiple of the’ heart, an element of
the character, an insepntﬁblo babit of thinking,
feeling, and acting aright in all our social relations;
the basis of every virtue,’and the main prop of
every oxcellence; if jt'be indeed the fear of the
Lord, by which men depart from evil; ifit be faith
working by love ; if it be Such a belief in the gospel
of Christ, as leads to a conformity to his oxample ;
taen we ean eusily perceive how such a religion as
thie conduces to the svelfare of the country.
Thore is w0t ono sidglo "influence, whether of
law, wi scicneo, of orof ivarning, that affects
the well-being of sociely, which true religion docs
not guard and strengthen.' Take tho summary of
its dutics as itis expi¢ssed in the two great com-
mandments of the Iaw, supreme love to God, and
oquitable lovo to many or take the direction of Paul,
* Whatsocver things are “true, whatsoever things
are honest, whutsoever thiugs are just, whatsoover
things aro pure, whatsgtver things aro lovely,
whatsoover things arc_of good report, if there bo
any virtae, or if there bu any praise. think of these
things ;" or tako Peter’s comprehensive ircle of
chnstian duty, **Honor all"tnen, lovo tho brother-
hood, fear God, "honor the*King.” Here wo sco
thatreligion, theugh fountled on a belief of doctrines,
and cherished by tho oxercists pf devotion, diffuses
its influences over the whole socfnl charpcter of man,
add through the whole rango of socicty. Itis the
belief. the love, the woikhi l‘rt}ux imitation, of 2
Deity, whose moral attrliltes, when copied by us,
as they over will be whero pioty exists, form a cha-
racter, in which sound mprolty s sumated and
sanctified by tho spirit offrye deyation.

Such a religion containatl» geem of every social
oxecilonco, the scmmal prircipshof overy relative
virtuo; It maiotains qw incessant struggle with
whatover is selfish, barbarous,end iphuman;: by
unveiling futurity, it clothes morality with a divino
snuction, and harmomzes utility-and virtuo in every
stato of oxistenco and ovory combiuation of cvents.”

justize to the master, and fidelity to the
servaut; ordains equity and truth, as the rules of
commercial transactions; nerves the arm with in-
dustry, and melts tho bosorn to compassion ; carries
tho authority of God iato recesses too doep aad dis-
tant to be reached by the institutes of humon ju-
risprudence, and makes a mana law to himself
amdst the urﬁzucy of temptation, and the privacy
of solitude. short, there is not a single duty by
which wmnan can promote the welfare of society,
which is not enjoined by religion ; nor is there ouo
evil influence which it does not oppose by the weight
of its authority and tho terror of its frown ¢ it places
society in the sbadow of the eternal throne, draws
aver it the shield of omnipotence, and employs for
the defence of its earthly interests, tho thuador that
13sues from the clouds and thick darkness in which
Jehovah dwells. That man must be a fool, and
not a philosophor, whatever be his pretensions to
lerrning or to science, who does not recognize in
religion, the tutelar genius of his country,
istering angel of the world.

Let jt not be said, that virtuo would do all this
without religion ; for where did natural virtue ever
oxist in the absence of reli[i'ion'! A land of atheists,
or even of deists, is a dark and frightful spectacle,
whichthe world has never yet been fated and afflicted
to witness, and in all probability never wilk: it is
easy to conceive, however, thatin the absence of
alt those moral principles, those standards of duty,
those examples of goodness contaiped in the serip-
ture, and which are so essential to tho right forma-
tion of character, such a land must be barren of
virtue, and prolfc in crime. The only attempt
that was ever made to introduce the reign of atheism
t0 & country, was productive of such enormous vice,
and such prodigious misery, that it excited tho horror,
and was abandoned amidst the exccrations of tho
wholesociai community.

No, it is religion nft’mo that can preservo, much
more oxtend that virtue, in which the well-being of
the, country cousists ; and it is 'perfectly self-evident
that the universal prevalence of picty, would be pe-
cessarily followed with the universal reign of virtuo;
for virtue, proporly dcfged, is not only a part of
picty, hutis picty itself. It has been finely demons-
trated by Butler, in his immortal work, that the
virtue of a people necessarily incroases their strength,
and that the predominanco in one, other things
being equal, must ever be expected to produce su-
periority in the other.

And then there is another way besides its direct
inflzence, in which Ficty loads to the prosperity md
sccurity of » land ; 1 moan by the influence which 1t
has in drawing down the blessing of God. ¥f there
be a moral governor of the universe, sin must pro-
voko him, and holiness please him; if sin provoko
God, heisable to punish it, for the destini. . »f na-
tions gre at his disposal, the balance of pewer is m
his hand: bodics of men, az such, are rov  ‘able
and punishable only in this world, as death wisolves
all bapds, and reduces society to its clements, al-
lowing tha oxistenco of neither families, chr.ches,
nor _natiops in eternity. God's delerminstion to
punish guilty pations, and to bless virtuous ones, is
recorded on the pages of scripturo, end confirmed
by tho details of history, Hearken to the awful de-
nunciations of Johiovah, ¢ At whatinstant, ¥ shall

© min-

To man in lus wdividual capacity, -it preseribes,

speak enncerning u nation, and concerning a king-



