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feet in a good degree, so that thefr
neighbors say of them that they are up-
right in their generation. As its un-
finished product Christianity has pro-
duced among nations such respect for
moral law that their constitutions are
founded upon its principles, has produc-
¢d multitudes who live holy lives, and
still greater numbers whose aspirations
are holy, and who are not without hope
of some day being what they would.
The Gospel has established in Christian
lands righteousness, and that has ex-
alted them. Let us pray God that these
nations may never fall back, but rather
that they may go forward to higher and
more general attainments.

1I11. The religions of China have not
in them the power of an endless life;
they are dead, and merely prove that
the people have religious instinets which
must be satisfied in some manner.  To
say that they are dead is not asserting
that the) have no hold upon the people,
and that the people are prepared to give
them up. They are dead in the sense
that they do not save the people. Pro-
bably the Chinese are as fond of their
own ways now as in other ages. They
certainly do not want the Gospel. There
is no general dissatisfaction with their
own faiths, such as would lead them to
seek a better. Only in a very qualified
sense can it be said that China. is epen
to the Gospel. She is open by compul-
sion : but if she had the power as she
has the desire, we should all he ousted
very speedily. Some say that Chris-
tianity has got such a hold of the
people now, that it would live and
flourish in the event of foreigners being
withdrawn. Whoever refleets upon the
history of the Church in the past, will
not be too sanguine on this point. In
view of the continual struggle that the
best have in order to keep upward and
onward in aceord with the spirit of our
faith, it behoves us to look with sym-
pathy upon the young heathen convert,
to surround him with all the helpful in-
flueneces possible, and to hasten slowly
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in withdrawing dirvection, teaching and
support.

Coming to the matter of Chinese re-
lizions, let us note the attitude of the
Chinese towards thelr gods. This atti-
tude is certainly not one of spiritual
worship in which the creature is lost
adoring the great creator. There is no
such reverence shown to the gods in
China, as Christians show to the true
God. It seems to be settled that thereis
uo distinet conception of a supreme be-
Ing. Chinese tcachers admit as much ;
but they say that the god named Old
Heavenly Grandfather, approaches clos-
est to our concepiion of Deity, I was
told Iast summer that a man abused
this divinity in the following strain,
during the great rains,—“You are a
quecer old fellow. Have you no sense ?
This is not a rain you are sending us, it
is a flood. Don’t you know ecunough to
stop Dbefore our houses tumble down.,
and our harvest is ruined.” Such a sen-
timent as that Is inconsistent with re-
spect or reverence, and there is not an
atom of adoration in it ; for in adoration
ouc is not in the mood for criticism, far
less sarcasm. There is no submission
to the will of the gods. When calami-
ties come, the gods are judged, con-
demned and chastised. It is no uncom-
mon thing to beat the gods, and often
they are completely pulverized. When
the people long for rain, the gods are
exposed to the scorching rays, so that
their own sufferings may compel them
to send it. There is no trust in the
gods ; for they are often accused of
cheating and betraying the worshippers.
Nelther can there be any love, for if
there were, the foregoing would not be
so. Now adoration, submission, confi.
dence and love are essentials of true re-
ligion. and where they are lacking there
is really no religion. A keen obscrver
has said that the attitude of the Chinese
towards their gods is one of great in-
difference. The mocking and reviling
of the gods, and the irony and jokes in-
dulged in at their expense, not ouiy re-




