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Morality describes the acute coflSCIOjusfCss accompanying an
iinperfect adaptation to the environnhent. Vir-tue is an attri-
bute of imperfection ; it characterizes the transient state of
puJ)ilage lu which the soul is passing froin the letter of the
Iawv to the spirit of love. We seek a highier type of activitythan tie moral, one in wli the sympathetie thoughit, thekindiy wvor(, the just and loving deed shall be the iînnme<iate
Spontancous expression of the milns inoszt intiînate nature, one
iii which the impulses of the soul have been SQ transformed
that the deepest springs of action comîtain no bitter water, but%vel] forth only cheerfulness, coirage and chivalry, one forwhichi victory lias been miade needless because 3trife within
the sdAf lias ceased and the right action is the expression of auinity w'hichi lias but one response to inake to the deinand ofthe enviromnieît. The grreat man is lie who does the work lieis caIled upon to do siinply and (brecetlv, 'vithout any aware-
ness of rernarkable quaiity in bis action, lie for -wloîn tiiere isîîo question of duty or alternative, who secs the one thingr to
do and (iQes it sincerely anîd unconsciouisly as a child.

W~e need a ne w terni to describe sueli a nature. The moral
world lias no naine for it ; it lies wholly above and beyond
its scope. We turx to the world of oesthetic relations for aname, and cali it beautiful. Yet this cliaracter, always
approximated, is neyer fully7 attained. Every victory iii tlîe
mioral life prepares tie way for newv struggles. '«Que can
neyer be good" I have heard a wvise teacher say "'but one
can alwrays be bette?-." WXe stand ever midway in the spiritual
landscape. AIl that lies before us, toward wlîicli we strive,
we caîl virtue; ail we hiave overpassed, which now lies behind
us at lower levelî; we cali vice. There is no absolute vice inlife, noi- absolute virtue,-or shahl we say ihiat ail life is eitlier
absolutely vicious or absolutely virtuous, no other ailternative
being possible. The strenuous breasting of tie tide and en-deavour toward that whichi is above and beyond us, is virtue;
the fatuons lack of such endeavour, wvith its inescapable drift-
ingr backward to a lower level, is vice; and every action mnust
be representative of either the one or the other.
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