
I THLE 0. A. C RE VIE W
0.j aniong thce- enga ged in any particular occupation, certain coi-

mon cliaractern3-tics, the result of conîmion influences whichl have
acted uipon tbemn. For tixis reasoxi. Mixen wve iniect a mîan, %ve
cati often tell, by his very appearance and inanner, îvhetlxer hie
is a lawyer, or a cobbler, or a grocer.

'1'len, recogniziîxg the fact that every occupation lias a cer-
tain specific influence upon the mxen engaged in it, let us emain-

Sine agriculture, îvithi a view to steing the conditions operatinM
*thenu, that we mnay understand wvhat kind of niai the fariner
Jought to be.

Agriculture is a calling that dcînalids botli head and biaud,

The decreasing ixatîtral fertility of the soil and the keen conx-
petion brougli about by iniproved transportation, liave miade
faringii more and more an occupation requizing a high degree
of intelligence. The fariner ineeds to briiîg to bear'~ upon the
problexus of the soul, a somnd knowledge o& sctieîitific principles,
and lie inust possess niticlî couinion sense, as to the niethod of
appl.ying these. ',.lis xve stz. that fariuig is au occupation
that denxands, for the best success, a large aii'juiit of miental
effort. It also opens up, to the meni Y.ho follow t thoughitfully,
nmany broad fields of thoujht, touchîing as it does, upoii most of
the more important branches of scienxce. This beixîg the case,
we slîould expÈct to fiuxd menx eiîgaged in it with broad and
strong muiiids, and îvith powvers of observation and comparison
traiîîed to a hili degree of excellence by the necessity of ixîteli-
igently observing and coxnparing the niany mattural plienomexia
that are constaxîtly trouglit to tliel. notice.

]3esides this tendency of agriculture, to produce mnen wvitli
strong nxinds, we find iii it forces whicli tend to niould mien's
characters in a characteri'stic îvay. The farnier is the niost in-
depexîdent of muen. He is entirely lus owiî niaster, and is iiider
the cmmiiaxd of no mani. He is liot under tribute to public
opinion iu the suxiali thiîîgs of life, as inost umen are wvho are
brc.uglît constautly lîxto contact with their fellows. This inde-
pexîdexîce, whxile it inakzes the fariner rougli anxd unicouthin some
w~ays, produces a fine uîanliness of bearing, and independeuce
of thouglit, îvhichi are, and ouglî tob, hrctrsi arks of
the profession. Then too, the very solitude of bis life should


