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Milking Machines.

At the present time thereis much interest being centered by dairy-
mon in tho results of the trial tests of the various milking machines
now in use in some parts of this country, and the United States.
Probably the one most deserving of our attention at the present time
is the Thistle Milking Machine, which is being given a thorough trial
at the Dairy Depastment of this Colloge. It would seem that the
drearr of mechanics for many years past—that of being able to milk
cows successfully by machine—was about to be realized. As to con-
closions in rega:d to this test, which hasleen going on for some time
we cannot as yet say with authority that it has been successful in all
respects; but from the fact that it is now being used regularly to
milk the dairy herd of twenty.two cows, each morning and cvening,
we can entertain very high hopes for the ultimate success of the new
method.

The drawing of the milk from the cows is effected by meaue of suc-
tion, this action being produced by an air pump worked by steam—
tho pump being connected with the engine in the Dairy building for
this purpose.  There ave soft rubber cups or tubes which fit over the
teats, and when the air is exhausted from the pipe these produce n
regular convulsive exertion on tho teats, not unlike the action of the
‘human hand, and which drawa the milk into closed veseels without
any exposuro t0 the atmosphere whatever. By having on all the at-
tachments twelve cows can be milked at ouce, and that in about five
minntes; but by usinga fewer number of attaclinents the twenty-
two cows have bean milked regularly in twenty-five minutes, it re-
quiring the assistance of two attendauts to change the cups and tubes
from onc can to auother. Some of the cows through nervousness did
not give down their milk readily &t first, but Iater they scenied to
accommodate themselves to their new treatment quite ceadily. We
have ascertained that the first cost of the machine, Lesides that of
running it, is about four hundred and fifty dollars.

It isa question =5 to whether the continued inechanical action of
the Tabber cups on the teats of the cow will preduce any serious injury.
and, bLesides, whethier tho sensitiveness of tho cow whose motheshood
some pwople are so cifusively auxious to impress upon all of us will
cause her to diminish the usunl supply of milk, or deteriorate its
quality.

Agaiy, it is a question as to whether the expente and trouble re-
quired to manipulate themachine, waching it, ctc., together withits,
first cost, will not more than counterd alance thc many advantages
These are developments which it will be interestiug to watch.

Oue thing in favor of aoy of thesc machines is that cxposure of the
milk to tho air during milking is completely avcided, and this in iteelf
is of paramount importance to the dairymen. By this means the
common and vcry serious contamination of the mitk by varions bac-
teria is avoided, and a mauch purer prodact ia thereby obtaiucd.

At prosent the high cost of the machines will prevent any lLut the
wealthy dsirymen from testing them, 30d those will lead the way for
the rask and fils to'follow when the success of the milkers is assured,

L. H. C.
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OLD COLLEQJE DAYS (and a few nights).

CHAPTER 1L
NOME SICKNESH.

Medical men disagree ns to what disease produces tho mosy disa.
greeable sensations su the patisut.  Lhivse who have had she sad ox-
perieuce declare, with ono voice, that sensickuess surpasses all other
forms, while I, on tho other hand, agree, doclare and know, that
thereis a nmlady that * passeth all understanding,' and that is home-
sickness. {n casc of seasickuess, one ecises to care whether he lives

or Qigg.  In the casc of homerickness, Iie not only wishes he ware

deard, but ceases to care what may become of him after Le has “shuf-
fled off."”

At Colleg(-:. the disease is peviodie. It breaks out regularly every
year, but a fellow, fortunately. never takes it but once.  Another
peculiarity of the malady is that as soon as one recovers from its rav.
ages he is cager to laugh and jeer at a new “subjest,”

We who have passed out into the ** Madding Crowd,” can now
look back and smile at the indi lents that happened to ug during our
tirst month at college, hut few of ue, 1 dare say. would care to go
through it aguin. 1t ix, fa my helief, the most trying peviod of a younyg
man's life. Al have to experience it and the way ane takes it, and
the length of the convalusence often matenally atfect the disposition
and even foreehadows habit, that ching to a man theaugh life,

There was vo third year in those days, and the second year men
owned the College.  They would alvo have bunght the town, anly they
didn't like it.  Haughty ! why, aone of them would o more think of
associating with a Freshman than he would wath the Faculty, loth
wete too far beneath him.  Why, one boy foom my cvunty, who had
thie advantage of we hy one year, touk me aside on the day 1 arved
aml ol ir |, in a subdued tune of veice, that he knew iy Jeaple, and
had nothing againgt tham. but that ke conlln tdo mneh for me. as he
wax i the second sear. hatif 1 got any nevspapers from home, ami
woulid brinyg them around to hix 100m  sume bight when uone of his
elass-mates were there, he wonld look over them for me. T thanked
him, and immediately wrote home for papers.

Never shall 1 forget my first days expericnve. 1 was a weck late,

and, taking a cab at the depot, T amrived in front of the Collcge just
Iefore dinner.  As T stepped ont, some one from a tower wimilow
called out, * Hello, Fatty ! Where did you get that hat¥ 1 intmic.
diately put my hand to my hiead aad took off my reculat;
*¢ Christie,” 1o sce what was the matter with it, wl;nr:::::;::r:::
came from alung the entire front.  Looking up, I Ieheld headsat al.
most overy window, and as 1 tumed to pay my caliby, I was enter-
tained with such remarke as **8ay, boys, ain’t he fresh;™ *(reat
Scott ! Get onto that collar,” *Say, Fauy, got vour lunch in that
paper valize?” **Ob, Jeff! Come here, quick, and peepat the new
freehie. Do you guess his ma or his pa cut shat hair ¥ s, ete,

In those days the President didl all the office work, and it was a rare
shing when he oloses up before midnight.  He, with his tHrong left
arm, kept discipline in the College, and in those days when the College
was struggling for recognition as an institution of higher learning, ang

boys were sent there by parents who could do nothing with them at



