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A Universal. Language,

W HIAT an incalculable boon a univer-
V r)sal language would be to the

stanp and coin collector. With
what ease he could reply to letters that
are now but a source of alnoyance!

That a universal language would be of
great benefit to man in general, besides
those interested in our study, no one will
for a nioment doubt. But can we ever
expect such a thing to cone to pass ?
Certainly no.5 in our tine; for it is
impossible to invent a language that will
be adopted by all nations. Volapuk has
now had a fair trial. Has it been a
success 1 No. It never vill, never can
he. Considerable interest is manifested
in it and a large nunber will no doubt
niake a study of it, but it will gradually
die out. Many will learn it, but as no
one will attempt to speak it, how can we
expect it to lve?

A universal language must be the
result of growth-iîumst gradually spread
itself over the globe, either by its super-
iority or by the imigrating propensity of
the people who speak it. That it will he
because of its superiority I doubt, but the
other reason I firnily believe in.

When we give time to deep thought
about the inatter we cannot fail to sea
that the English laniguage is fast spread-
ing over the habitable world. The
indications are that it wiIl in time becomixe
universal. It is now spoken by over a
quarter of the population of the globe,
who occupy about one-fuurth the dry
land, and own nearly two-thirds of the
tonnage of the ships. It is estimated
that one-half the letters carried hy the

.postal service of the world, are written,
niailed and read by English-speaking
populations ; who live in all regions;
handle all articles of trade ; preach to ail
nations; own one-half of the gold and
silverand'distribute more than two-thirds
of the Bibles and Testaments. These
figures speak for themselves.

I do not claim for the English langu-
age a superiority over other laiguages;
although it is second to none But the
very nature and habits of the Engiish

speaking race cannot help but lead a close
observer to draw the above conclusion.
They are always ready to enlighten, and
being in continuons immigration to the
most remote regions of the world, they
are constantly adding couverts to their
tongue, and are laying the fonndation of
a language that will be of incalculable
benefit to future generations.

J. R. FINDLAY.
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