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'1liis lilli.st liai c beca %V rittuii lvss Lhim :î ceii-
tîiry aftr thev deatu of thec Iljost.le. St.
Chl.)~SoUtui .118U mienitionis (iîi tlu fouti cii
Lîiry) thiot St. I>:îul îîas - :1 tlirec enhit, îiau,'

îieaniiii sîîîall iii stature. Theli oficer 111 (0111-
iiîand, tiierefore, askedl ini surprise, judging,
froiiî a soldier's poinit of vicwv, of a manii by lus
miuscles, Il Tell nie, airt t/îoi au Roîiaii ?"

On the oaller lianî< tlhc question the salle
officer liad asked aî lite pîcviotisly is oftcîî
iîîis-r-cad by a false emplisis ou1 thue p)rouiu
"lCaiist thou speak rek" Tiiere 15 ne
etuplinsis on tlîou. T1hec Comimnder iînphfics
tînît iiless thec prisoner cau spcak Greek (dic
lingua fr(tnca at Jerus:îlcîi) with Case and
freedoin, it was liselcss for liîî to attcînpt to
iycak te ui aîîgry inob. But St. Pul kîieî
ail casier way te gaini silejîce, 'ind lie spokec iii
Ari-.iliqc.

riffant 13apti,5i.'
Ini the Inltrodulctioni to tiiesc Iapers 011 ''Infant

Biptisîu Il WC said tlîat iL is the clistoîni of the
Chutrcli of Enland to baptize inîfants, and that
slic exhorts parents to brin- thieireblildrcîî to tie
Saeranicut of llaptisin.

'We 110w go a Stel) further, and niakc a state-
nment wvlic1î niy seemn to be a truisin. Thiat is,
a staterlient of a trîîtl w1lich ;S so evilcntth
no one eali dcuy it, but stfll We desire to mention
it becausc àL will hcelp lis iu Our clîqluirieb. £lie
stawîncnt is t his :'Tlîat whielà is inubt hîave lad
a belginning.1 .And this is truc of ail rites and
ccreînonics in thic Churiteh; evcry one iîîst have
lîad a bcgiuxîing, Qither at the tinile of the iîîsti-
tution of tic Chiristiin Cburchi or nt sonie hune iii
lier subsequent history. Thnls, take the Sacra.
nment of flue Lord's Supper, or the threc-fold
iiistry iii thc Church, or the rite of Confirma-

tion, or the liceping of thec 25tli day of Deceniber
as the birthiday of Jesus. Thiese exist in the
Circli, and of course there must have been a
time wlien thcy had their commencement. So
'with regard to the pr.îctisc of Infant ]3aptisni;
seeing that it is izow a customn of flic Church, it
miust have liad a begininig. We ask tlien,Wlien

wvas Iliat beginnhîîg? Is it n practice which lias
existed froni the caricst days of the Christian
Chiurch? or lias it been introduced siîice flic tiie
of thic Aposties? In othier words, is it a Divine
institution, or an invention of man?

Wliat -vo iîîhend to show, then, in the Iirst
place, is this: That Infant flaptiani ias the prac-
tice of the Oliurch in the days of the Aposties,
and las eontiued to lbo the practice of the
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Clltirehi e% c' iice. or, î,eriaps it ilh bc better
to put iL iii thib wlInîfanît ]3ap1ti-,Il is tie prac-
tice. of thie Clîurclî 14u, ai i 1 hjab buni tlie praie C
of tie Chur-clinl cadi cenitury Illck ho the tinlie
of tbe ZlpO'tles. lu1 otiier words, there îîevcr
lias been a tinm3 ii the history of tue Cliiîn'cli
wlicil I;nîmînt ]aiptisiii Was îlot (lic alost uiî'ier-

slcuistoni.
Tiot it lias been the custoîin of flic Cliiurch of

1-iig'land as long as the prescrit Prayer Boo, lias
licou iiilise is cvidetit, for iii tiit 1'raycr Book
we ]lave a Service provided for IlTuie P>ublic
Baptisiii of Infrants;'' alid tiere is also flic stnte-
îiit iii the Articles, Il Thiat tlebaptisi of 3-ouiig
clîxldreii is iii an 'ise to bc retaiiîed in the
Clitareli as iîîost agreeable withi the iiistittiiin of
Christ."1 Now tlic last revisioui of the Prtzyer
Blook took place in the ycar ]6(12: t1hat is to say,
tlic Prayer Book lias beîî inilise iii ils lîresclit
forîii silice tOiat date; se tliat this takes is back
200 years. But Illc l>rayer ]3ook of 1662 %vas bvt
the rcvisioii of a formîer book, viz., flic Iraye-
Bhook of 1552, wvhiicli also, iii turîî was a ievisioi
of the Prayer Book of 1549; anîd iii eci of tliese
books tlîcîe iras a service for flic Baptisni of li-
faiits. Tliis takes us bck oveî'300 years, duiriîig
w1licli timîe Inîfanît laptisi lins becii, witlîout
doubt, thc practice of the Clnreli of Eiiglaîd.

It is wortliy of notice thiat tie service for
"Baptisi of such as are of Riper Years" 11 as
iot ii tlic carlier books ineîitionicc, but iras added

iii 1662, owiiig, as iL is said iii (lie preface to tlie
l'rayer Book, "1to tlîc growtli of tlîe Aminbaptists,
ami adso for thes baptisin of couverts to Chlristiaui-
itý ini th colonies wlichl %vere now bellig added
to the Enirte"-tlîc implpicationi of course beîing
tliat up te tiais time ail wcrc baptized iii infancy.

Wer have shown theu lu Luis paper Iliat it is
beyomid ail doîibt iliat Inîfant Baptisîin lias been
the practice of tlîe Cliturcli of Eiiglaiid for flic
past 300 ycars.

Ili our next -%re propose te go backi a step
fui-Lher, and to show, froin tlie eIder books of
services, wliat iras the custoîn of the Clîuri:lî bc-
fore the Reforniation.

MNottc.

Tlîe Quarterly Meeting of flic S. S. T. 'U.,
Section IL.,will be lield at Hlampton on Wednes-
day, April 28iLi.

The Quarterly Meeting, of tUe, Clcrgy cf thc
Dennery will take place at Norton on Wednesday
and Thursd.iy, the 5tlî and Gtlî of May next.
The first meceting of tlîe Cliapter wiUl.bc oponed
nt 10 a. m. on Wedmiesdn.y, Uthl.


