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TH-E DETROIT BOILER EXPLOSION.
Os flic nmorning of flic 6tiî Novemiber a stcami boler

cxplodcd la thic Detroit Journal Oflice, 45 a'nci 47 Larned
s;trect wvest, bY wilici 37 persons lost tîteir lives andi a
nuinber more wvere injured. TFhe vicw we ptibiisli repre-
sents flic scenŽ of tlic disastcr after ail tile debris had
bicen cleared away, leaving, lîowver, tlic boliers or
parts connected wvith fie boliers as ncariv as possible
in ftle positioni they wverc tlîrowni by tile explosion.

Ail investigation into tile caisse of tile accident is

riev boilerz. had been freqîuenhiv iîîspeceil by tile
Detroit City inspector, and %vere suppos;cd to bie sounid
auîd good boilers. 'l'ie mnouît (if damtage donc by fle
explosion of one of thiîcn seenis to contirnu tiîis viev.
At tile coroncr*s inquest on tlie kiiied flic jury were iii-
structed to bring iii a verdict that (icath wvas eauised iw
a boler explosion. Thie engineer lias becn indicted fo r
mansiauiglter and it is probable that tlic füil resuùls of'
thic investigation %viii bc nmade public -.t tlic trial.

Therc clous not secii to be any necd for anv sugges-

Taiii DET.-RoiT flOII, ExpLo.çioN.

under wav, but tlic authoritics have been very reticcat
and [lave endcavorcd to, prevent anv onle (romi gtting
ticar enough tci tondi any part of file boilers, except
tbase engaged in Ille investigation. This mutchi, how"-
evcr, is known, tiiere wvcrc twvo boilers of the ordinarv
horizontal tubular type ilaftic basemient of the building
and set side by side. The fuel tiscd ivas ail, injecteci
into tlic furnaces by steami jets. The englacer bac]
stcam on anc boiier at about 8j lbs. pressure supplving
steani for flic engine. «rite other boler liad its outiet
valve closed, and steami was being got up ln it, Uic
intention bc.ing to use it, and to stop thic other one for
cicaning.

Whcn flic engincer ieft flic boiler raoom saine tine br.-
fore the explosion flic boilcr wvhich explodcd iîad 15 ibs.
pressure on it, and the outlct for file stcain r.ot opecn.

tion of ni stcrv about tlic matter- The steain boler
wvas Icft wvith ani oil ire utuler it, wih no ouitiet for tlic
steani, unlc-ss by tlle safctv valve, and witlî 1. I bs. pres-
sure on it. The pressure wouid risc rapidlv, and as
the lire was fed bv oil forced in by the steain, it followvs
flint flic Iiiglir tile pressure tite fiercer tlic fire becamec.

The satfcty valve had citiier beei too simili or inoper-
ative, and vcry soon thle pressure becamie sa great flint
explosion took place. From tlic fragments siiown on
thle vicw it lks as if tile ca-St iran nîaalhoic framne iîad
given way iirst and flie boiler hiad tlien torii iat two
sections. Tue otlier boler %vas drivens ont of its scat
into the wvall, and was probablv UIl cauise of the fali of
tile building.

As showing lîow rapidiy mcarn cati be raised in a
steamn boler, UIl test of flic Mcrryweather fire engine
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