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AVE ARE GROWING OLD

LR

We dre growlng olfahow the thotight? wil) rige—

pi:w"'" alance ie tmkw:ml cn‘l{ ‘ :

2018 sopg:rememorered ojupty chay ey

s In m;'l‘lmu of the past?

"1 ray héahrine of our eatly vows,

Orihe tomb of ently teats;

But it veema likn a far of islo 84 us

1n the stormy sea of years.

T Wide and wild dire the waved that part

One siepa from it greennees how,

And.we miss the joy of many a heatt—
nd the light of suany a brow,

Porded o'cr taany u stately bark

Tlive the belming billows olled,
J‘lmm,;{ed with as fum (ha early mark -

" Oh ! Yriends, we are growing old.

_ OW Inthe dimness pfthe dust
.. Qf our daily tolls and cares—~
0¥ J1t the wrecks of love and trust
Which out burthened sy mory bears.
Bl form ml{ wear, to the passing gaze,
The blooma of life’s treahness yet,
And bexmis may brﬁghun tho latter Jays
Which thé moming nteer inet
Dat the mauy chisnges ws have seen
‘l“ gn the fu{ and mml’n“lll‘u wlay.
¢ grasa In our i hag grown green
And the locks that have mw‘;omvﬁr '
The winter still on ur own may spare
The mable or the gold,
$lut wr ges thelr snows upon brighter halr,
)_an. fritnds, wo are growing oid

Ve have gainad the world's cold wisdom nov,

.. We have leatned to pause suit sear,

Put where are Living founts whose flow
Wass joy of hmrt to hear?

If welvs won the wealth af many a clime,

. Ot the lore of many a pag

\Vhere ta the hepe thal mw
Nut its doundiese hnm&a‘l

Wil it come again when the tiolet wakes,
And the woods their youth renew *

\Ve havastood In the light of sunny brakes,
Where the bloom ix deep and btuc,

Our souls might Joy in the apring time then,

r m:x the joy m& unl and cold, n
'or it never coul ve us 1ur youth agatne—
My frignds, we aré gr.. ~ .ug ol !
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In the summer of the year 1793, the Forest
of Epping ' became tho resort of & numerous
tlan of Gipseys, whoso depredations on tho
surrounding. farm-houses rendered them ox-
ceedingly obnoxious to the inhabitants of the
neiglibourhood,-by whom they were viewed
with considerablo -apprehensions, not only on
account -of their. disposition to plunder, but
from the well known ferocity of a portion of
the gang. Bearcely o night passed without
a robbory having been committed; and so
daring wero the marauders, that farmers were
attacked on the public liﬁhwny, and robbed
and; ill-treated -at noon-day. The magis-
trates of the, county were applied- to wathout
effect ; for tho local constables, who acted
aunder therr directions, and who were generally
-petty” farniers, wero too timid to enter the
precinets-of these formidable freebooters, ei-
ther to search for stolen property, or to oxe-
cut@ & warfant of arrest ; go that the gipseys

»

law, Iadeed, tho best poliey under tho cir-
cumsfanceés reemed o be, to wink at tho loss
of n etray sheep or a fow geese, to treat a
chanco member of the ogipsey camp with a
cup of your homa-browed ale, or to toss & fowv
halfpence amongst their litle ragged, sun«
burnt children, who would often wander to
the noighbouring sillages to seck for what

thoy conld ‘pick up. Thanks to tho¥xcellont : and_agility, felt, pethaps, no amall dogree of

srrangement of onr police, and our able ofll-
9{:?1 muglsteacy, things aro now n a botter
stata.

The gipsoys, although In man
Eng!auf nm{ ¥ y

Raru ol'.
Scotland they aro stll to be

e ke o s
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man, a wheel-wright, named Dorking, to
whom she mado known her loss, and he
-e.retly dotermined o proceoed to tho glpseys’
aaunt, and demand restitution in tho name of
the poor woman, whom thoy hind so cruelly
robbed.  Dorking wns n young man ot con-
siderable spirit, and having ncq;:lmd somo
colebrity {n the neighbourhiood for his strength

confidenco in his bodily powers, should the.
gipsios attempt .0 asnault him.  la sould:
iavo ondoavoured to pravail on one of his
companions to accompany him in his cntor«
prize, but that ho knaw how usoless would be

seen hovering on tho outskirts of socloty, are | tho attompt, besides, having a dash of the ro-
a dechining race, ond 1n a fow yoars moro, mantic In his composition, ho was snwilllng
will, in all probability, bocome totally oxtinct. | to share the famo of the exploit with another,

Awaro that thoir mode of life §s unlawful, | Tho truth is, the youn
and that they aro rather endured then pro- | having o rival, nougﬁ

man was in Jove, and
not a very succosaful

tected in a country whero guud order Is 20, uno, hie was anxlous tu distinguish himsoll in
strongly enforced, they aro cautious how thoy | the oyes of his mistroes, in ordor to gain her

commit the lonst oxcess, lost thoy should
draw upon their hoads tho terrors of tho law.
But up to the closo of tha last century, the
namo of gipsey was generally coupled with
that of robbor, and overy species of cxcess
was committed by these reckless vagrants,

Tho leader of the formidablo gang, to
which we have just referred, was nsmed
Georgo Young, whoso first breath was drawn
10 & gipsoy tent, and whoso limbs, from that
moinent to the hour of his death, nover rested
on & softer bed than that which thoe bare esrth
afforded. His temper ‘and habits partook na-
turally of the w.ld life in which he had been
reared. He was bold, determined, and fero-
cious, added to which, ho possessed a consti
tution of robust health, and o frame of great
muscular strength and activity, Uaaided an
he was by tho advantages resulting from cdu-
cation, ho at times disp nlycd nomean capacity;
and ho had something in his demeanour an
appearance, which scemed to rajso him far
ngovo thoeo with whom he was associated.
He appeared ardently attached to the life he
had chosen; and he has been known to do-
clare, that ho would not oxchange his condi-
tion for a bed of down or a home of luxury.
According to tho most authentic account
which we have been enabled to gather of hus
person, ho was noarly six feet in height, and
his frame was one of uncommon strength.
His usual dress was a loose coat of gra
friezo, fastened round the middle with a lea-
ther belt; a broad leafed hat which be usually
woro slouched over his sun-burnt features;
bare legs, and strong shoes. Tho only wea-
pon, offensiye or defensive, which appeared
upon his person, was a huge ash staff, which
he used when walking, It was belioved,
however, that he was provided with weapons
of & more destructive naturc.

It happened that, whilst the terror raised
by the depredations of the gipseys was at its
height, a poor lone woman who inhabited a
miserablo cottage on the burders of the forest,
was -robbed of her litile all, consisting of
three guincas and some sifver, which she had
carefully hoarded ap to purchase a cow. Her

Auid Littls 10 apprehend from the.power of the.

Jamentations excited tho sympathy of & young

wd opinion. Bent on this hazardous under
taking ho loft hie home, and dirccled his
steps on tho evening of a fine summor's day,
towards tho gipsoys' tents, which were pitche
in the ceatro of Jxe forost, which at this time
was nearly os unfrequonted, excepting by
gamckoepers and ponchers, as many of the
woods of America aro st the present day,
Young Dorkins ¢atered the thickets with &
fearless hoart, but never téturned to toll the
rosult of his adventurc.

Three days having clapsed since the evening
on which Lo was missed from home, his family
and friends, ond indeed tho entire nelghbour-
hood, expressed the most scrious apprehensions
for his safoty; nor wero theso apprehensions
at all dumnished by the sudden disappcarance
of the gipsoys. Notastraggler was now to bo
scen on tho outskirts of the forest; and the
tops of their tents, which could till now be
distinguished from tho high grounds of Eppin
that overlooked & portion of the wodde
scenery, wero no longor visible, The fears
of the neighbours wera further confirmed by
the old woman—tho unhappy cause of tha
young man's tash undestaking. Sha related
the nature of ber conference with him on her
loss, and mentjoned his promiso to sce her
righted. A conclusion wasscon deawn, Ths
brave young man, im‘rellcd by his gonerous
spirit, had, it was determined, sought the

y | haunt of the gipseys, and thero fell a victim to

their cold and crue! treachery.

Dorkins svas & gencral favorite, and his
compamione, mustering together to tho amount
of ten or twelve young men, with two of the
forest-keepers, and a parish constablo at their
head, resolved 2o exploro tho forest, and ro-
cover, if posaible, the body of the young man,
alivo or dead. Thoy sallied forth accordingly,
and proceeded directly to the gipseys haunt,
which they found completely deserted; al:
though, from the hurried manner in which the
removal appeared to have been eflected, it was
evident that some strong and sudden motive
had urged their depatrure.  Not a trace, how-
ever, could here be discovered of tho object of
their search; but being determined-not to re-
turn without gaining soms clue to tha fate of
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