T el

cANR e

"st;acl .sl—;all--blossom and bud

Vor. X.—No. 1. |

Yours truly,
J. E. Aveny,

Through the kindnuess of a fuiend in New Yok we
give the above cut. :

It may Le inturesting to our weaders to know  that
the Editor was born near Novwich, Norfolk, England,
Jan. 18, 1846, wud wb air canly wge was led to contess
Christ. When about 18 yearsold in a very providen-
tial manner God called him to preach the Gospel, and
about threce y vai~ after opened the way for entiance into
the Pastor’s (Rev. C. H. Spurgeon’s) College. After
leaving college, cighteen munths was spent in Evange-
listic drill and co-pastoral work in Eythorne, Kent.
From thence Ly grucious leading work opened
Devonshire, andin w sput lovely for situation the first
Lhome nest was Luilt aud all veat well, whon after
two years and a lalf a strange impression took
possession of the writer,-—* You e wanted and must
go to Nova Seutia.”  Agninst the advice of frieuds,
mcluding Rev. (. H. Spurgeon the desive and im-
pulse grew; til"in faith and not by sight, in May,
1873, it was detarmined to bicak ap e bume and
if needs be, 1ish and saaifice viery thing auwd go not
knowing whither, trusting in Gol's leading.  Contident
a church and work awaited on the other side.

We did not land from the steamer before asked to
preach.  The result is known to many of our readers.
After a very successful year and a halfin the North
Church, when and where many were added to the
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and fill the world with fruii,.;’

{ Witornx No. 109,

Lord, providentially the way opened te organize a
new cause and churchg and in 1875 the present Tabe: -
nacle wo:k was commenced.  For all and any success
attained the Lord’s name br. praised.

By Way of Preface.

— e

Kind ader, having through the goodness of
God, been permitted {o issue this Magazine for
Bine years sow past, with wany thens of blessing,
we desive to express our gratitude to Him by whose
grace we have heea enmabled, amidst many other
labors, to undertake and to accomplish this work with
such @ measure of success.

Blessed be tho Lord, for what is past,

And that which is;
For all are His, from first to last.

We aim to go forward, and to enter many more
homes with the Buds and Blossoms of Gospel truth,
We feel bold to ask your assistance, hecause so far it
has been a service of love on vur part, and all the
subseription and advertisements, yea more has been
expended on the magazine and the free copies issued.
Last year over ELEVEN THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED
coris, or lewing oub the advertising pages and
covers, which we try to make serve the King, Tunee
HUNDRED AND SIATY THOUSAND sulid pages of roading
matter full of the gospel spirit were scattered free,
luoking to God to bless the seed and reward of the
sowing. This was in addition to subscribers copies,
and the thousands of luallews printed and dirculated.
Remembrance of the humble beginning of Buds and
Blussoms, often cheer us on when we contrast the
present, then it was a sisteen page mouthly, we
issued all told less copies in a year than will be
printed for this month’s issue. Now and then
we meet with a mean person on our regular
mailing list who, after a2 year or two try and
defraud us of subscriptions due.  Thank  God
they arc the oaceptions. Often we are cheered
by the widvows and poor man's mite, aud thus sided
to meet our hieavy expenses. .

Sotuctimes when the brain and pen have grown
weary, we have sighed for & luger financial return,
so as to be able to cmploy more assistanoe in our
catious cuduavors. We hupe the Maswa will opon up
the way, sv that strength can be utilized for this
service and our growing domands in the service of the
Tabernacle Chureh, work which we love so well.

Every new subscriber gained is some help in this
direction.  Send your copy and interview your
friends to this end. Yours,

To servi ror CHRIST'S SAKE.



