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70 WISDLOM.
BY THE FOREST BARD,

I metahoary pilgim on the world's lughway,
A sage stmuiasnty Whtovugh miany Jauds,
Whoust paticat steps 00 lure sufficed to stay
From piching peblles from life's ocean sands =
No curls of beauty deck’d her lofly brow,
‘Cime’s ruthtess hand had torn them ald away,
But ah! a richer crowa he leaves thee now,
His hoary locks of venerable grey.

All humbly robed, by gorgeous thrones she stood,
A stern 1eproof 10 vauty and prde,

And gathiered gemns s stures of westal fuod,
Fuosa jutle imorsels countiers enst aside,

By heaven chartered to aieal the earth,
Thraugh 1calins afar her patient course she ran,

Diflusing blessings; i her breast thewr buth
Became the grund catholican of man,

Again I met her in the humble cot,

Where gleaning knowledge from the silvered sage,
She fostered blessings for the hwman Jjot,

Bright sands of Gotd 1o gitd the preachers page,
No lordly fune was hers, an humble cell,

A rill beside, and stately pines ubove,
Where wedimtion would delight 10 dwell,

Aud where 10 live the alchymist would love.

There wisdom dwelt, a sybilline retreat,
Beueath an oak with trailing ivy twined.
In which when e'er she deigned 10 tuke a seat,
Kmgs seeking counsel, at her feet reclimed <
Among the devotees who gathered there,
I murk’d one form of nuld majestic mien,
On whom the goddess smiled with favor tare,
1 lovked and saw, *twas Bruun's lovely Queen.

Euch voice was hushed when wisdom spoke, each sneer
Of maudlin misth, and frothy fancy's will,

Suuk back abash’d, her suge ranarks to hear,
While pale faced prde grew even paler still.

Her words with houey dropp'd, were sweet and mild,
Bright inspiration frumed for mortal ears,

For mau wstruction,— precept for the child,
1 ue sage expeneace of a thousand years

A gentle guide, to all who seek to learn

The paths of virtue, and the ways of truth,
Severe for honor and for Justice stemn,

The fasthiful guardian of wufiicuded yoath ;
Gud's gractous gifi 1o Israel's favord kiug,

Thou at prayr’s voice bade ignoiance depart,
Bade faith her halo round the soul to tling,

Aud hope (o dwell within the human hean,
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THE SCRIPTURES AND THEIR INTERPRE-
TATION. .

BY TIHE REV. JOUN GILMOTUR.

Man remains ignorant of many of his moral rela-
tions, and ultimate destiny, while destitute of the
oracles of God. That nation or individual has re-
ceived no ordinary blessing to whom are committed
the oracles of God. So thought Moses, David, and
Paul. God had distinguished the Israclites above
many nations of the earth, especially because unto

them he had committed his word. He communicated
these oracles through various instruments under tho
ineflable guidance of his Holy Spirit: © Holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the IHoly Ghost.”
Every thing in them is true. They constitute objective
religion perfect; and so far as any ifidividual under-
stands and is assimilated to them, he approaches
subjective perfection.  The word of the Lord is per-
fect, but its influence upon the mind may be very
imperfect. Due attention to this distinction would
prevent many loose statements about the doctrine of
perfection, and serve to correet some errors on that
point. :

No part of this perfect system of truth can be at
variance with any other part ; nor can its statements
be in cuntradiction tu any other portion of truth
throughout the universe of God ; for he who inspired
the one produced the other. This revelation is in
harmony with every fact in space and duration. The
former may impress us with the immensity of Deity,
the latter convey some idea of his cternity—.ubjects
far above our comprchension ; yet, with revelations,

Jlight will often induce us to call in expressive silence

to muse his praise. The mind floating on the im-
mensity of space exclaims, where will wonders end?
and, in working up the stream of time, finds even its
antiquity beyond the power of thought. The fossil
dates bafile calculations, and should we in the ascent
by imginations power, place our foot on the first jot
of material creation, there lies a gulf between us and
the Great Unknown which we cannot cross. ¢ Whe
by searching can find out God?” There is no point
in space nor period in duration with which he is not
intimately connected, acquainted, and present. We
may thercfore safely conclude, that no communica-
tion of his will to man will contradict the facts of
creation and its history.

Nature is the product of God: the interpretation
of it is the effort of man. The Bible is the product
of God; its interpretation the work of man—the pro-
ducts are divine and never contradict one another—
the interpretations belong to man, and may be con-
tradictory. Ilence follows an important practical
lesson. The interpretations of nature and revelation
may discord, while nature and revelati.n are in per-
fect harmony. Pecause some new interpretation of
pature seems to comtradict some interpretation of
revelation which I entertain, it does not follow that
revelation or nature is at fault, but that our interpre-
tation may, and needs to be, carefully revised. Be-
tween & thing and its interpretation there is a mighty
difference ;—the thing itself ¢rue, my interpretation
at fault; nature true, revelation true, suspect them
not, submit them to no torture, suspect your view of
them, and submit it once more tothe crucible.

Sir Isaac Newton teaches that the carth goes round
the sun. This is a coufirmed and admitted fact.
Some interpretations of the Bible led people to think
the sun weat round the earth, Now, which shall yvo

deny—Sir, Isaac’s theory or the Bible? Neither.



