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Basle than (Ecolampadius, moved by the
wants of France, besonght him to give him-
sclf to the work there, At the same time
the inhabitants of Montbiliard invited him
among thenf; and lastly, the prinee of that
country gave his assent to the invitation.
Concenled in the house of (Iicolampadius,
little disposed to take the responsible post
offered to liim, and yet constrained to yield
to so manifest an indieation of God’s will,
Farel undertook the task, and (Gcolampa-
dius, calling upon the Lord, ordained him,
giving him at the same time gote wise coun-
scls.

« Farel took his departuve for Montbiliard,
in company with thelknight @Esch.  Thus
did Farel find himself occnpying an advan-
ced post. Behind him were Basle and Stras-
burg, assisting him by their advice and by
the productions of their printing presses.
Before him lay the Provinces of Franche
Comte, Burgundy and Lorraine, Lyons and
other districts of France, wherein men of
God were beginning to stand up against cr-
ror in the thick darkness. e set himself
immediately to preach Christ, exhorting Le-
lievers not to suffer themeelves to be turned
aside from the Moly Scriptures, cither by
threatenings or artifice. Taking the part
long afterwards taken by Calvin on a grand-
er scale, Farel, at Montbilinrd was like a
general stationed on aheight, surveying with
searching vigilance, the field of battle, cheer-
ing those who were actively engaged, rally-
ing those whom the cnemy’s charge had
forced to give way, and by his courage ani-
mating those who hung back. Erasmus
wrote dircetly to his Roman Catholic friends,
jnforming them that & Frenchman, escaped
out of France, was making a great noisc in
those regions. The cfforts of Farel were
nqt without eficet. People wrote to him:
«Qn all sides scem to multiply men who
devote theirlives to the extension of Christ’s
kingdam.” The friends of the gospel gave
thanks to God for the daily increasing bril-

2 iancy in w}uch thegospel shone'in France.
Gainsayers were confounded, and Erasmus,
writing to the Bishop of Rochester,obscrved,
«The faction is every day spreading and
bas¢ penetrated into Sawov, Lomaine and
E'ance.

“The presscs of Basle were incessantly
cmployed in printing French works, which
were forwarded to Farel, and by lum intro-
duced into I'rance. Farel and his friends
transmitted the sacred liooks to certain degl-
ers or colporteuvs—poor men of good cha-
racter for piety, who bearing their precious
burden, went through towns and villages—
from house to house—in Iranche Comte,
Burgundy, and the neighbouring districts,
knocking at every door.

“The attention which Farel bestowed on
France did not cause him to neglect the
places where heresided,  Arriving at Mont.
biliard, toward the end of July 1524, he had
no sooner sown the seed than to use the lay-

gunge of (Ecolampadius, the first fruits of

the harvest began to appear, * #* % *
(DeCoct on arriving from Basle) found all
the city in commotion. Several of the no-
bles in alarm,and casting a look of contempt
on Farel, exclaimed, “What can this poor
wretch want with us.  Would that he had
never come among us.  He must notremain
here, or he will bring ruin upon us, as well
-as upon himsclf.”  Thesc nobles, who had
retired to Montbiliard in company with the
Duke for shelter, feared lest the stir which
every where accompanied the spread of the
Reformation should, by drawing upon them
the notice of Charles V. and Yerdinand, lead
to their being driven frun their only remain-
ing asylum. But the ecclesiastics were Fa-
rel’s bitterest opponents. The superior of
the Franciscans at Besancon hastencd to
Montbiliard and concocted defensive mea-
sures with the clergy of that place. The
following Sunday ¥arel had scarcely begun
to preach when he was interrupted, and call-
ed a liar and a herctic. Immediately the
whole assembly was inan uproar. Thesu.
dience rose and called forsilence. The Duke
hastened to the spot, put both the superior
and Farel under arrest, and insisted that the
former should prove his charges, or else re-
tract them. The superior chose the latter
course and an official xeport was pubhshcd
of this transaction.

“This attack only rendered Farcl more
zealous than before; thenee-forward he be-
lieved it his duty fearlessly to unmask these
interested priests; and, drawing the sword
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