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Coniquorig a llusband.
SNCLE Piffl bas been lecturing me again 1'1 exclalrned

Mré; Charles Dykes, as bier liusband came homne te, toc
eue eveniùg. ilI cannot, and i7ili net, stand it any

longer," and the young wifo drepped jute a chair ae thieugli
the last nemeiuing portion ef bier streugth bad loft ber.

tgWbat. ives tho subject of the lecture, may dear?"I inquired
Mfr. Dykes, witb a cheerful emile, as tbougb lie did net regard
the situationi as et ail desparate.

ccYou know very well thet Uncie Phil bas but oe
exibjeet."

ilAnd that je extavagaxice, or the reverse, economy," added
Mfr. Dykes.

tg of course, that was the subjeet of the lecture; and you
aiwaye take hie side of the question. Unele Plil bas tonl
times as much influecc with yeu as 1 have. IlVlatel'er ho
says le nighit, and wbatever I say je wrong,"l retorted LIre.
Dykes, rather wvarmly.

ilIf supper is neady, I tlîiuk wo had botter attend te that
next; and we shall have the wboie eveniug te diseuse Uncle
Phi's lecture. The subjeet wili kcep fer a wbiie."1

"gBut Uncle Phil will bo bore te take part in the discus-
sion; and that je juet wliat I dent want. He oversbadows
me exitirely when hoe scys anything, and I miglît as weli bold
my tongue as speakt," poutcd the wifc.

ccUncle Phil wiii net bo bore, Manian. It le half-peet six,
and hoe bas te go toa chîurclî meeting et seven." -

ciVery wcll, but I'm going te have Something doue this
tinie. 1 won't have U ncie Pliil liere any longer. If lieijete
etay iu this bouse I shah] sîot! l

LIre. Dykes was very youîîg, and lier angr:r peut, ne shie
sailed eut of the noom, mado lier look decichcdly prctty, at
Icast se tbaughlt lier lîusband. But befere slle was falrhy eut

the door opeucd and Uncle Phil came in. 'The door wae ajar
and ho must have becc in the hall duriixg scme portion of the
ladys severe nemanke about bjxn. But lit looked ae pl&cid as
tbough earth bcd uxo sorrews for hîim. Ho was a maxi oz
fifty, thoulgli hie hajr cnd beard were white cuotugh for
soventy.

Ho did net seem like a max i ho eould ho very disagree-
able if ho tried. Ho had n deaeonisb look about bis face, that oz
serieus theugli net austere maxi. Certainuly ne eue would of~a
have taken Lirn for a slîipmaster, but lie bad sect. mont of
hie hife at ea or in foreigu ports. le used te rend the Bijble
te lhis crew every Sunday, ani nover allow cuîy sweariug or
ether bcd language iii lus preseuce ou board tlic ship
Theuglie ovas a ccpsalrn-singiug skipper," ne captain was
ever more popuhar with hie mec thîcu Captain Dykes.

Uxicle Phil had bc-en married in earhy life, but bis wife
died while ho wvas absent ou a long voyage. Ho bcd reccntly
given up the seaand neturued te bis native tw'v, noiw a place
ef ton thousand inhabitauts. Hol feund bimsef a strauger
there, but et hie ewn requet hie nepbow bcd taken bim as a
boarder.

The gossipe were net h ittie bothered te determine
wbether the retircd sbipmaster was nieli or poor. Ro engcged
ia overy Church and becoevoient enterpnise, axid contributcd
moderately of luis mneent.

Charles Dykes lîad oeued a store in Tnipheton a year
before, and everybody theuglit ho was deing well. LIns.
Dykes tbeugbt se, tbough Charles birnelf insisted tbat hoe
was net making meney very rapidhy; ho ceuld net tell bow
much until ho bahanced hie books and took acceunt ef stock.

In the maïa ho wvas a prudent aud careful young mani, or at
leut was supposed to, bo so.

Unclo Phil mado a hasty euppor, anid thon weat to hie
meeting. Ho acted just a littio strangeiy for birn, tbough
tho ernile had not desorted his face. Ho said iess than usual
and seemed Wc bo thinking vory oarnestly about something.

"lDo you suppose ho heard wbat I said, Charles?" asked
Mr8. Dykes, wbon Uncie Phil bad gono.

ciI thixik flot; but you ought flot Wo say anything bobind
bis back that you wouid not say beforo his face," roplied the
husbaxid. ciUncie Phil is a good mani, one of tho sait ef the
earth."1

ccHo le aitogether too sait for me. If 1. should put tooc
mu.,h sait in tho doughnute, you would not like them. Unce
Phil je 8aiter than Lot'e wifo."1

ci1 arn sorry you don't liko hirn Mariexi."
cil can't liko a men who je continually tnipping- me up,

and lecturing umc on economy. You ought Wo kaow better
than hoe doos what you cen afford."

tg 1 arn sure that nothiug but hie intoreet in us prompts.
bita to say anytbing. If eue meanis woii almoet anything -

eau ho excused."l
Wbeu I seid that 1 wished yoii wouid keep a herse so 1

could ride out every day or two, hoe read me a lecture hait au
hour iu leugtb. Whether ho heard me or not, 1 said juet
wbat I meaut. You must gct Minf out of tho bouse iu some
way, Charces. Tako your clerk Wc board, and tell your Uncie
yeu must have tho roomn."

"lIf I tell him te go, I shall tell the reason why I do se."l
ciI arn willing Wo bear all the bleuie. I dou't waut any-

one in thic bouse te corne between me and my hiusand,> raid
the lady, wvith a good deat of spirit.

"-Unicle Phil dees net corne betweeu you and me, Mariaxi.
Thiat je absurd."

1 have asked yuu, and even begged you a dozen tirnes, Wo
keup a horso. Tndle Phil takes sides with yuu againat me."

.But ho neyer said horbe Wo me ini hie lite. I can't afford
to kuep a herse."'

-Yes, you eau, Charles. They sey that you are doing
more business than Tiukbham, and he keepe two herses;j anid
hie wife looks patreuizingly down upon me from lier carryal
wben slle meets me in the street," added Mrs. Dykes, with
considerable bitternese ie lier tone.

1I know nothing about Tinkham's business;, and I do
know semethiug about my own,"I replicd Mr. Dykes.

Before thio supper thinge wero removed, Charles Dykes
h2ad promisod Wo buy a horse, and buggy. It appeared to 'ne the
exily way in which hoe could induce hie wife te aliow Unclo
Philtoe main in thebliuse. Doubtiose ho was weak W yield
the poiut against hie own judgmcnt.

lu the ovening Squire Graves made a friondly ceil. LIrs;
Dykcs wae very glad t e c bim, for ho hnd a lady's herse te
soUl. Itwae juet the animai shle iwaxted, and as elle bcd
cenquereid bier husband once that day, ehle intended te have
the herse trade settled that oveuing.

ilGlad to sc yeu, Squire; anything uew ?"I the yeung
merchant began, doing the usuel commen-placos ?"'

ccThere je nows, but I suppose yen have beard it4" replied
the visiter.

ilI liaveu't hoard auything; what is it?"
"H'aven't yen beerd that Tinkham, bas been attached?"
ilTinkbam 1 le it possible!"' exciaimed Mr. Dykes,

glaxicing at hie wife.


