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An Ivy Borer.

Jo M. W Crowther, of Belleville, seuds us o
cbrysalis, with the following communication . — ¢J
scid herewith o remarkable-looking insect, tuken

from the stem of on vy plant some four days ugn !

When fannd it was moving its tail frow side to side,
i aguich, jerhy way. It is alive now, and pro-
balily witl be waen it reaches you.  Can you tell me
its name *”

Asso iy B Co F.—The specimen referred to
abuve is the chiysais of u small moth, probably of
the fumily Jagenad@, whose caterpatlars bore nto
vanioud planis and uve upou therr path. A fannuar
tuvetiee ol au tasc of this hand 13 the carrant-bush
buice (wEjerwa Lpuigurmis, Linn., which proves
ofuntimes very desivactive to theshoots and brauches
ot both the blach and red eurrant bushes. The
mudh 13 81wk, vl paiuatly transparent wings, and
tuay oficn b suen bashang ta the sunshine on currant
leaves ¥ the carly part of the summer.  The species
of the specimen Leture us we cannot tell from the
chrysabis, but we shult be able to deternane it when
the moth  stes vut s the spung. The loose way,
however, in which it was packed, allowing it to
rattie about in the hox while travelling by mail,
makes us rather doubtful as to its ever reaching the
pericet state. A lutle cotton-wool would have
vendered it cccure.

O

Variation in the Numbers of Insects,

Tuesrare many inscis—for instance, the notorious
army-worm of the North (Leucania wunipuncia,
Haworth)—wbhich only appear in noticeable numbers
in particular years, though there are enough of them
left over from the crop of every year to keep up the
breed for the succeeding year.  There uaro otber in:
scets—for instance, the cankerworm (Anisopferyz
verasta, Pech)y—which ordinarily occur 1 about tho
sawr- utubers for a series of years, and ther, in a
particular season and in o particular locality, scem
o be all at once swept from off the face of the carth.
These phenomens are duo to several different causes,
but principally to the variation and irregularity in
the action of canaibal aud purasitic insee's.  Wo are
apt to forget that the sys.em of nature is a very com.
plieatd  one—parasito preying upon parasite,
canmbal upon cannibal, parasite upon cannibal,
and  cannibal  upon  parasite—till there ure
oftes so many links in the chain that an oc-
casivnal irregularty  becomes almost inevitable,
Lyety cullector of insects knows that searcely a sin-
gle season clapses m which severul wsedts, that are
ordinarily quite rare, are not met with in prodigious
abuodance ; and thisremark applies not only to the
plant-freding species, but also to the cannibals and
the parasites.  Now, it must be quite evident that if,
in a particalar seasun, the cnemics of a particular
plant feede: are unusually abundant, the plant-feeder
will be greatly diminished in numbers, and will not
be able to expand to its ordinary proportions uatil
the check that has hitherto controlled it is weakened
in force. Tbe same rule will hold with the encmies
that prey upon the plant-feeder, and also with_the
enemies that prey upon those enemices, and 8o on ad
infivitum. The veal wonder is, not that there should
be oceasional irregulanitics i the numbers of parti-
cular species of nsects from year to year, hut that
upont the whole the scheme of creation shuuld be sv
admirably dove-tailed and fitted together, that tens
of thousauds of distinct specics of aninels and plants
are ahle permancatiy to hold thewrground, year after
Jeat, upon a tract of land no larget than ai ordinary
Stato.~—American Entomologisl.

Loss by Insect Depredations.

The Amercan Zntumologest asserts that one year
wiih another the United States sufler a loss from the
depredations of the inscet tribe to the amount of
00,000,000 annually. This scems an cnormous
amouut; hut when we consider the.number of
cnemios which vegetation bas in the bug or inscct
family, and the rapidity with which cacb saps the life
of a plant, or the fruit which it produces, tho sum,
large us it 15, will not be deemed an extravagant one.
Alluding to these insect depredators, The Entomolo-
gist says: - Turn them winch way they will, tho
agriculturists and horuculiunsts of the Northern
Siates are met by plant lice, bark lice, May bugs,
roso bugs, weevrlls, cut worws, caterpiliars, palmer
_worms, canker worms, slug worms, and loaf rollers ;

and at periodie intervals the army worm march over
their ficlda hike w destroying pestileoce ; while in
Kansas, Nebraska, and Mingeso.uq, and the more was-
terly pards of Missonri and Towa, the bateinl grass-
hopper, in particulur seasons, swoups down with tho
western breeze in devouring swanins frown the Rocky
Mounatains, and like Qs cloxe ully, the locust of
Seripture and  of wodern  Lnrope. devows every
green thng irom off' the fuce of the carth,
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How sSrikes sRaiy T Wans.—Early m the
sprang of 1266, while ariangumens were mahung for
photographing o live maloor the Nephila plumipes
(the so-called **silk apider of South Carolina™), the
spider, atier having several umes treversed the crele
ul wire on which iv was, suddeniy #topped, took o
firm pusitivi it the top o the frame and Lfled the
abdomen, pointing it onwards a kuge shylight which
occupied the muddie of the cerling. a slender, sluning
thread was seen o shooy turtt tiom  the spasierets
wlhien ocvupy tae cid ol the sbdotien, wsceed to
have a blit, townded ostrennty, which advanced
through the wir mather quichly for a few inches, bat
afterwards e slowly and steadily, and with an
upwaid teadency, butidways i tho direction of the
shyughe  Waoa it had Teacued the lengih of lnve n
3ix feet, I allowed it to become attached to my cuat,
the fssue ceased at onee, and  the spider, havingat-
tached the end ot the hine, turned about and began
w putl upon it. 1 nuw biohe w ol near toe wire,
and, believing there was a current of air teward the
skylight, 1 blew gently upon the spider from various
directions, nnad found that it alwayz pointed its abdo-
men m the darectuon i which 1 biew, and thai the
thread was emitted in the same direction. So that
while it secemed to buve the power of projeciing a
thread for a short distance, yet it always availed
itself of the prevailing current of nir.—B. 4. Wilder,
uithe - Amereccan Naturalist” for June,156¢.

Loultvy Aard.

Houdans.

A cotresFoNLENT in the Journal of Horticullure
gives the following account of bis experience with
Houdans :

I huve reared an average of ninechichs fromevery
sitting of turicen eggs during the past 1wo seasons.
Sume breeders wouid cali this goud luck, but in my
opinion it is what any person by the commonest at-
tention maght do with Houdans in tie most limited
spice for veaving chickens.

Ireared all my birds in & sandy Fard for the first
three days, giving chopped egg bolled hard, with
bread coumb and leitucs, and atier tho turd day
sheir staple foud was middlings and e, with an
vccasional handful of shelicd owt=. Witk this food,
supplied little aud odten, the bads grew with won-
dertul rapidaty, ard an aptitwde 1o mahe flesh is a
strong argument in fuvor of the breed for table pur-
poses. Its flesh is delicate, tender and nutritious.
My Huoudans hatched in Apnil were fit to kill a month
before Dorhing cickhens of the same age, but, un-
like other fowls, the hen birds are the most rapid of
growth, aund when only & few bours old may be dis-
inguished from the cockerels by their superior vigour
and larger crests,

As layers the Houdans will hold their own against
any fowls with which I am acquainted ; their eggs
are lurge, of a fine rich flavor, and egual 1 weight
tu thuse luid by the fumous Spanish.

TLe Houdans ticver ait, which is another strong ar-
gument in their favor; for cooping, aud all its at-
tendant trouble, are thus saved, and these Ineds,
after a coupie ol days rest, recummence laying,
whePeas  ciaching hwus  are the pest of the wma-
tear’s life.

The Houdan is gentle, very tame, and of a con-
tented, stay-at-home dispozsition ; not at all a dainty
feeder, and not addicted tv scratehing.  As a proof
that fanciers arc becoming alive to the increasing
popularity of Houdaus, I'may point to the fact that
the late National Poaltry Company at their salo ob-
tained £8 10<. for their prize cock and hen, which
was the ighest price patd fui aay two birds amougst
the cight hundred sold,

Precoctors Prirkr. — A poultry fancying friend
writes © “*Ihavea *Baff Cochin’ pullet, bred from
he pair that T got from yon Iast fall, that laid ber
first egg before shic was five months old. What dv

you tiwnk ot tnat ! Lan you heat it? Rather pre-
coctous, dont you wunk ¢ >neisone of five that
I have bred this sumwmer, and 1 think the rest wiil
follow hier exnmple preity soou.”

Stock Depuartment.

Estimating the Weight of Cattle by
Measure.

We are greatly obliged to a subscriber from
Athol, who points okt un error of a decimal point in
the vule given la ow issue of Oct. 15, fur finding e
weight of catile by measurement. The rule was
taken from Stevens' Book of the Furm, a standard
authority, which gives the divisor as 7344. Ounr
correspundent objects to ¢ven that number so cor-
rected, and writes as follows:—* The rules given by
you are moditications of one in cowmon use, viz.,
Multiply the square of the girth by five times the length,
and dsvude the product by twenty-une. The quotient 13
tho weight, nearly, of the four quarters in impetinl
stones of fourteen pounds avoirdupois.

The data frum which the rule bas been calculated
is, thut it has been found by expeiimens that the
weight of a butlock, divided by the product of 1ue
square of the girth bebind the shoulder-blade into
the length frum the shoulder-blade to the buttuch
is = 331bs. avoirdupois =% of an impet.al stone.

If the cattle be very fat the four quarters will he
& more, and if very lean g less than that obtained
by the rule. The four quarters are a little more than
one-half of the weight of the hving animal. The
skin is gy and the tallow .

The divisor in the firat rule is incorrect in the
digits compusiog it, as well as iu the decimal, as may
be seen from the following deduction from tho last
rale given
W=G2x1lx5

<t

21
Reducing the girth and length in the numerator to
inches, it is necessary, in ordert preserve tho value
of the fraction, to multiply the denominator by the
same numbers; hence wo get
W=(gx12)8x1x12x5

12x12x12x2l
(Ex12)¥x!Ix12

72576
Therefore the divisor in the fivst rule should be
7257.6 instead of 7344, The former will give nearly
the same result as that obtaiued by the otner rules.

The decimal .23S in the second rule is obtained by
reducing the fraction iy to a decimal, and as it isnot
fimte, the result is not'so correct as that obtained by
the use of the primary rule; besides, any person
versed in the simple arithmetical rales will huve no
difficulty in solving mentally such problems, who
might bo perplexed n having recourse to decimals
to arrive at tho same results.”’
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+ Weaning Colts,

G.S. Y, of York, writes-—* Str : The way I wean
a colt is not like your cosrespondent who signs him-
self O, P, Igetthe colt to eat oats well, when the
niare is feeding; und when it will do that well, there
isno danger of its lusing flesh. If it does, it will
svun pick it up again. Wben the colt can eat oats,
let it bo loose in a stall, away from all the other
horses, quito out of hearing. After it has been away
about & week, you can do anytbing yvou like with it;
turn it out in good pasture with other young things
or old things, if they do not kick; but do not let it
geo its dam, or any other mare that has had its colt
taken away, or it will be very likely to try and jump
the fence, and probably hurt itself.”

ExtriorpiNary Pic.—1’crharsone of the largest
pigs in England, if not in the world, is now the pro-
perty of Mr. Lloyd, ot Bredon, Worcestershire, who
purchased 1t ot & neighbour, when two months old,
at 1is.6d. Tms wondecful amimal 18 now 22 months
old, measures Y feet 6 inches from end of nose to
up of tail, 5 teet round the neck, nearly v feet round
the Lody, aud stands 4 feet high. Mark Lane Lxp,




