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THIE THIEISTIC CONCEPTION 0F THE WORLÙ.*

BY TRE REV. WM. S. BLACKST0OK.

TiIE book, the titie of which constitutes the heading of this
article, deserves to, be read and studied by far greater numbers
than are likely to, *eier read or study it. The subject is
important, and the treatment of it is able, but the style is
adapted to the learned few rather than to, the mentally undiscip-
lioed masses. Though the gifted author belongs to a democratie
community, and is understood to be a democrat himself, his

ode of treating* the sublime thieme discussed in these massive
ages is by no means dernocratie; and, though ýthe book which
e bias griven to the world bias many admirable qualitie3 to com-
end it, it is not, in the proper etymological sense of the termn,
opuilar. 0f course, this is not said to is disparagemnent, for it
substantially true of mnost books of euduring value. It is one

f thie rnost difficuit achievernents of genias and literary skill to
roduce a work which, ;"hile it conmmands the respeetful attention
f the educated and thouglitful, brings the truth which it

eusses withiai the easy comprehension of the uneducated
*ud, and in the treatrnent of sucli profound and difficuit
ljects as that which is treated in this volume, it is an achieve-

ýeut which, probably, scarcely cornes within the bounds of
bssibiity.
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