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the trees on Goat Island and Prospect Park seem partially
buried ; a mass of quaint and curious crystalline forms standing
in lieu of the bushes ; the buildings seem to sink under ponder-
ous coverings of snow and ice; the tops of trees and points of .
rock on which the dazzling white frost work does not lie, stand

out in bold contrast, forming the deep shadows of the en-

trancing picture; the whole presents a wild, savage aspect,

grand and imposing.

“I have seen the Falls in all weathers and in all seasons,”
says Bayard Taylor, “ but to my mind the winter view is most
beautiful. I saw them first during the hard winter of 1854,
when a hundred cateracts of ice hung from the cliffs on either
side, when the masses of ice brought down from Lske Erie
were together at the foot, uniting the shore with a rugged
bridge, and when every twig of every tree and bush on Goat
Island was overlaid an inch deep with a coating of solid erystal.
The air was still, and the sun shone in a cloudless sky. The green
of the fall, set in a landscape of sparkling silver, was infinitely
more brilliant than in summer, when it is balanced by the trees,
and the rainbows were alost too glorious for the eye to bear.
I was not impressed by the sublimity of the scene, nor even by
its terror, but solely by the fascination of its wonderful beauty
—a fascination which continually tempted me to plunge into
that sea of fused emerald, and lose myself in the dance of the
rainbows. With each succeeding visit, Niagara has grown in
height, in power, in majesty, in solemnity ; but I have seen
its climax of beauty.”

DISCIPLINE.
BY CARDINAL NEWMAN.

PRUNE thou thy words, thy thoughts control
That o’er thee swell and throng;

They will condense within thy soul,
And change to purpose strong.

But he who lets his feelings run
In soft luxurious flow,

Shrinks when hard service must be done,
And faints at every woe. )

Faith’s meanest deed more favour bears,
Where hearts'cnd will are weighed,

Thar: brightest transport’s choicest prayers
Which bloom their hour and fade.



