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during six stormy and ehangeful centuries. According to, tradi-
tion, thej old Doge Dandolo, in the thirteenth century, sent the
tidings of the eonquest of Candia. by carrier pigeons to Venice,
and by a decree of the Republie, their descendants were ordered
to be forever maintained at the expense of the State.

The glory of
this stately square,
Jiow.ever- i*s the
grand historie~
church of St. Mark.
(See frontispiece.)
Ail words of de-
scription mnust be ~k
tame and common-
plae after Rus. 1
kin's glowing pen-
picture of this
g'ra,,nd and glori- I

ous-pile&: j~I

"A mnultitude of pillars and white
donies, clustered into a long, low

* ~ pyrarnid of coloured light; a trua-
sure heap it seems, partly of goid,
and partly of opal and mother-of-

* peari, hollowed beneath into ftve
great vaulted porches, ceiled with

- ~ ' fair mosaie, and beset -with sculp-
~ tures of alabaster, clear as amber

~ ),i~and delicate as ivoiy. And round

DOGE'S TOMB. the wvalls of the porches there are
set pillars of variegated stones,
jasper and porphyrly and deep-

greeni serpentine, spotted wvith flakes of snow, and marbles, that haif refuse
ýand hiaif yield to the sunshine, Cleopatra-like, their bluest veins to kiss,-
the shadow, as it steals back from thern, revealing line after line of azure
undulation, as a receding tide leaves the waved sand ; their capitals, ricli
withi interwoven tracery, rooted knots of herbage, and drifting leaves of
acanthus and vine, and mystical signs ail beginning and euding iii the
,Cross; and above them in the broad archivolts a continuous chain of ian-
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