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THE INDEPENDENT TELEPHONE.

For many years one of the strongest and most suc-
cessful industries—Canadian grown and Canadian sup-

ported—has been the telephone. With controlled
patents, exclusive franchises and a system covering
Provinces, one system seemed impregnable. Then,

quietly, steadily, and with increasing success the ‘‘inde-
pendent movement’’ ‘spread. The first journal to assist
in this movement was the ‘‘Canadian Engineer.”” The
telephone was such a necessity on large works, cen-
tering all the departments in one office, keeping head-
quarters in touch with distant construction, assisting in
the rapid delivery of material, that the ‘‘Canadian En-
gineer’’ recognized it had a duty to perform in assisting
such an educational campaign. ¥

Two years ago those interested in independent
telephones decided that such an important movement
should have a journal devoted exclusively to such in-
terests, and the ‘‘Telephone Age’’ was brought out as a
monthly devoted to the furtherance of the independent
telephone. During these two years much has . been
accomplished. Three Canadian Provinces have adopted
a system of Government controlled lines. In the other
Provinces the ‘‘independent line’’ has strung wires in
nearly every district, competing successfully with their
great rival. :

Because of this change in the situation the ‘‘Tele-
phone Age’’ feels it has served its purpose, and has
decided to cease publication. During the period in
which the ‘‘Telephone Age’’ looked after the interests
of independent ’phone the ‘‘Canadian Engineer’’ -de-
voted but little space to the questions connected with
telephone construction and expansion. With this issue
we again take up that work. By special arrangement we
now take over the complete mailing list of the ‘‘Tele-
phone Age.”” For the first time many readers of the
‘“‘Age’’ will receive a copy of the ‘‘Engineer,”’ but we
hope to make our journal appeal to this new class
without in any way neglecting the interests we have
provided for in the past.

In our Construction News section we have opened
a new department, Telephony. Here items of news
interest will be found from time to time, and in our
editorial pages there will appear articles describing tele-
phone construction and operation.

As we have become a necessity to the civil en-
gineer and general contractor, so we hope tq become a
necessity to the telephone engineer and telephone
contractor.

— oae—

THE ENGINEER'S OPPORTUNITY.

Engineering is underrated. It is still hard for some
to estimate the value of a trained and experienced en-
gineer. In this country of immense open spaces, un-
measured natural resources and great inland seas and
navigable rivers is the engineer’s opportunity. But he
must be prepared for the test. : .

Incentive for the engineer to study is great at the
present time. No matter to which section of Canada you
turn, crude forces and huge stores of natural wealth lie
ready to lend themselves to processes that create wealth
and concern themselves with the larger movements of



