138 ' Count Cagliostro.

to be expected when the Chureh was dealing with Masonvy either in
its puro or spurious form; for masons had long before been excom . mni-
cated in a mass by repeated papal bulls. It is not surprising, therefore,
that the description of the ritual gives no color to these charges. We
there find indeed extravagant pretentions to powers not possessed,gaudy
trappings, and solemn pageantry, which might impress the imagina-
tions of the weak, and untulfilled promises, which only could deceive
the 100 confiding; but everything was done under the cloak of morality
and religion : for Cagliostro was careful to declaro in hig patents, that
ho labored only, and wished hisdisciples 1o labor, «for the glory of the
Titernal and for the benefit of humanity.” This might bave been, nay
undoubtedly was, hypocrisy ; but it was certainly neither sacrilege nor
blas‘})hcxny.

We proceed now to give a specimen from this  Inguisition biogra-
pher,” to use a Carlylism, of the ritual of admission into the degree of
Master.

A young girl (rometimes it was a boy) was taken in a state of inno-
cence, who was called pupil or dove. Then the Master of the Lodge
imparted to this child the power that he had received before the first
fall, a power which more particularly consisted in commanding the
puro spirvits. These spirits were seven in nuwber: they were said to
surround the throne of the Deity, and to govern the seven plancts;
their names, according to Cagliostro’s book, being Asacl, Michael, Ra-
phacl, Gabriel, Uricl, Zobiachel, and Anachicl. The dove was brought
pefore the Master. The members addressed a prayer to Ileaven, that
it wvould vouchsafe the cxercise of that power which it had granted to
the Grand Cophta. The pupil, or deve, also prayed to obtain the grace
of working according to the behests of the Grand Masier, and of serving
as a mediator between him and the spirits, who on that account are
ealled intermediates.  Clothed in a long white robe, ornamented with
blue ribbon and & red scarf, and having received the suftlation, she was
inclosed in the tabernacle,a place hung with white. It hac an entrance
door, a window through which the dove made herself heard, and within
was & bench and a litile table, swhercon burnt three tapers.  The Master
repeated his prayer and began to exercise the power that he pretended
to have received from the Grand Cophia, in virtue of which he sum-
moned the seven angels to appear before the eyes of the pupil. When
she announced that they were present, he charged her by the power
granted by God to the Grand Cophta, and by the Grand Cophta imparted
to himself, that she ask the Angel N. whether the candidate had the
qualities and the merits requisite for the degree of Master. After hav-
ing received an affirmative answer, he procecded to the other cere-
monies for completing the reception of the candidate.

There is but little in the ceremony of admitling women to the
degrec of Mistress, The dove biing placed as we have just described,
she was ordered to make one of the seven angels appear in the taberna-
cle, and to ask him whether it was permitted to lift the black vail with
which the initiate was covered. Other superstitous ceremonies followed,
and the Vencrable ordered the dove to command the presence of the
six other angels, and to address to them the following commandment:
¢ By the power which the Grand Cophta has given to my Mistress, and
by that which I hold from her, and by my innocence, I command you,
primitive angels, to consecrate the ornaments, by passing thein through
your hands.” Thesc ornaments were the garments, the symbols of the



