OF THE BOARD OF AGRIOULTURE.

that the late financial crisis was a blessing
to the country, and is now Working benefi-
cially, to the farming community especial-
ly. During that unparalleled season of
good crops and famine prices, men be-
came intoxicated with success; their am-
bition knew no bounds. Every man who
could raise twenty dollars, or vould get
credit at nll—nndy who couldn’t then ?—
must speculate in some way. Among
farmers there was a land manis. Land,
more land, was their maxim, and no mat-
ter what the price. If they had to give
four times its value, and hire money at 25
per cent. to meet their payments, 1t was
done, without reflection a3 to consequences.
We know the result. Markets fell as sud-
denly as they rose, crops failed, and thou-
sands were ruined, while but few were per-
manently benefitted. Those who were con-
tent with one farm, and were not affected
with the speculative fever, arc now pros-
pering, and many of them on the road to
comfort and opulence.

Notwitbstanding the gloomy forebodings
of a few discontented persons about the
“awful state of the country,” and the
U deplorable condition of ~the funds,”
Canada never had a better prospect before
it than at present. Farmers are livin
within their means; and those who incurre:
debts during the good (?) times are fast
freeing themselves therefrom. Piles of
lumber a.d shingles; large quantities of
hewn timber, and, not unfrequently,
stacks of bricks and heaps of stones, ace
drawntogether, ready for building opera-
tions daring the next summer. This is
the present state of things all over the
country ; and surely there i3 nothing dis-
couraging in this ?

It is also 'pleasing to know that the mor-
bid desire for extension of surface is fast
giving wey to the more profitable and
satisfactory mode of extension of soil, viz.,
by underdraining and subsoiling. "More
attention is given to the collecting and
preserving the fertilizing elements contain-
&d in manures; a more systematic rotation
of cmfs is adopted ; naked summer fallows
give place {oroot and green crops; more
attention is paid to gardens and orchards;
homesteads are rendered more attractive
by planting ornamental trees, &e.; in fact

ing is beginning to assame its proper
position, and is now loo. ed upon as s sei-
ence, worthy the attention of the intel-
lectual student.

You, Mr. Editor, have a great responsi-
Dility resting on you. The Agriculturist

beiug the only agricultural. paper in West-
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ern Canada, it should ¢‘lift its banner on
high,’ and take a noble stand; endeavour
to create a national literature worthy of
the country and the people it represents;
depend more upon home productions than
foreign.  There is sufficient talen} among
the farmers of Canada to make the Agri-
culturist one of the best papers on the
continent; it only rejuires to be brought
out in some way.

By reference to the columns of the Gene-
see Farmer you will find, that eight of
the twenty-one premiums given to agents,
were taken by residents in Canada ﬁ'est;
and I have no doubt that the circulation of
thet paper is larger here .ban in any one
State in the Union,

You will, also, find that there is about
the same_proportion of correspondents in
Canada West. Inmy opinion the seeret of
their suceess lies in tnig general correspon-
dence fromall parts of the Northern States
and Carada. Iarmers have adopted it ag
their own paper; where they can freely
communieate their thoughts and experienca
~—it may he—in a home-spun way; still it
is comprehensible and practicable. Now,
I see no reason why this correspondence
may not be diverted, or brought to contri-
bute to the snccess of our own Canadian
paper. Surely there ought to be sufficient
patriotism among farmers to prefer a pro-
vincial before a foreign production, if the
article i3 equally as good. There isno
reason why any present suhsecriber to the
Genesee Farmer should give it up when
37} cents will pay for so much valuable
reading—but I do think that we ought to
do as much for the Agriculfurist, and
assist the managers to give it a national
standiag and render it not only interesting
and profitable, but algo a high authority on
agricultaral matters geherally.

There is no reason why its circulation
should notreach to twenty thousand copies,
Its price is almost nothing jand it has the
advantage of being free of postage.

1 may be presuming too much, Mr Editor,
but your cordial invitation in the last num-
ber has induced me to do what I before
hesitated at doing. With your permission,
T would now urge upon brother farmers to
take thig matter up, and see what will"be
the result by the end of the present year..

Yours, &e.,
Sreus.
East Zorra, Feb. 14th, 1860.



