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IMPROVEMENT IN THE BREED OF HORSES.

In former articles we have shown or endeavoured to show, a few of the general principles
of horse-breeding ; the advantages resulting fron breeding to pure blood on the sire's side,
whatever the quaiity of the dam ; the points of the symmetry and strength most desirable,
and, mndeed necessary to the parents on both sides, and on which side more particularly ; the
necessity for perfect structural and constitutional sounîdness andi hcalth, on both sides, and
for the absence of hereditary vice of temper; and, lastly, the state of iealth to be aimed at in
the dam, as well previous to her being taken to the horse as during the period of her
gestation, and the means to be taken to obtain and preserve thuit condition of health, or. as
it is usually termed anong horsemen, condition, emphaticaly. We shall now proceed to
show a little more particularly what are the improvenients to be obtained in) different varieties.
and how this improvement is to be produced ; for it is very certain that the saie horse 'vill
not answer for cvery kind of marc, but that, on the contrary, for very different styles of dams
different sires will be required to produce equal results in the progeny. Now, it iay be
stated generahy that the ordinary objects of breeding-up are twofold. One, and the most
conmon and most feasible, is fromn an entirely eold stock, we will say. for exaniple. the Cleve-
land Bay, or the nearest approaches to be found to it in this country, the Conestoga cart
mare, tianely, or hie I irger ýermont drauuht mare. We (1 not speak in this connection of
the Morgan, or lthe Caniadian, or the Norinan-some mares of whieh last stock have been
recen tly imported inito thi country--since al of these have sonie strains, more or lest distant,
of thorougha bIoo.-to raise a prngeny improvel in spirit, sp.'ed, lightness of action.
endurance ef fatigue and courage. by stinîtim mares of that stock to blood horses. This is
the simplest of all the ends to be attained, and eau be alnost certainly accomplished. byscnding the imare-taling it for granted that 4he is sound and generally well forint d-to any
thîorough-bred herse. povided hu ais. is sobluld, well shaped anti free iron vice. Any such
horse wil. more or less, improve :le progeny. both in blond and in the form, structure and
strenItli of the bones. both in fraine and spirit. without any cspecial referenice to the partie-
ular strain of tlorough b!uod fron which ie hinself coie.s.so that the strain be not tainted
with hereditary disease. In the sUcond, and t ,ird. and yet more in later generations. when
blood bas been introduced aid the dams as well as the sires have somte mixture of a pure
lineage. it is more requIisite to look to 0lulies. since soie Iàmilies notoriously cross well
with others. and somue as notoriousiv iii. Of course, it is butter that the sire. where it is
possible. should be of a racing stock that is fIamous for courage ani stotnes, sucli as any
or the stock Vhicl trace reiotely to Herod, Cade. Regulus, Eelipse. or others of ko0wn
lime : but this fla it is lot essential, or a sne qui fo, sin (±e every blood horse. even if-as
Sir John Fenwick said in the reirn of Charles Il-lie be the meanest haek that ever came
ont of Barbary, is so inifiniteiy siperior in courage. stoutness and qiality, both of bone and
simew. as weil as blood. to the best cold-bloodd-mare that ever wenLt on a shodden loo, that
lie caunot fail to improve ber stock, wbatever may be his comparative standing among
raers. AIl therefore, that the breeder has to do ini thIs instance is to satisfy hins if thatthe horze is really thioroeh-I>red-that is to say. traceable on both sides of his rigree to

nglish stud-book rac-orse.s-and that he has the virtues and has not the deft ets of form
which have been rl)ieviouslIy subjects ofdisenvion. Next te tlis there must be 1i harmony
in the size. aind. to soine extent. in thje forns of the animals. The putting smal mates to
gigantie horses, or colo;sai mares to ponies, in order to give size to the olspring. will never
an3wer. but cn the conitraiy will result in, thle )rodctiol of rickety, malformed produce.
The mare as it lias been said may be with a ivantage sometig larger, longer and more
roomy tihan the horse, but nt too miiich sU. We sIoluld say a miiarc of sixteen hands and
proportionate strnt soILd never he put to a stallion une.r fitteen hîands, and fromt that

up inch ; nor a mare over sixteen hands toone short of iften and a hall,
up1) to sixteen lands threc. Stili less siouild littie mares be puit tu tall horses, or low mares
toleggy iorses, i order to give leight. If the brood nare he low. but long and rooiny, it
is d fault ; but thle way to give size to the proeny is to select. not a tall or horse
for the stallion. but one of singularly pe:fect synIetry. net mnucli higher than the dam.
though an me or two inches will do ne harm. provided lie be iot loing in the legs, especi-
ally froIn the knee downIward, short backed, close coupled, ami generally strong batit-partic-
ularIy sO il] those points wliere the mare is too iuchi defective. We stated above that th -re
is no greater blnder thtan to breed fron an animal ricke.ty anI defective in one point to

Saother perfect in tlat point or even unduly developed in, it, witi thie expectation of cuîringboth defects in the progeny. This rule. iowever, is to be niderstood w ith some marin
That is to say, it is toe held absolute only wher e the dfeet in thîc marc or the horse is so


