The COMMITTEE to whom wasreferred the LETTER of the
Commi1sstoNERs authorifed to form TREATIES with the IN.
DIAN TRIBES, having conferred with the faid Commiffioners
upon the fubject of their Letter, and the Refolutions of 18th of March,

. direcing a TREATTY to be held at Poft ST. VinNcENT, on the

day of Junenext, REP O R T,

PE"HAT fromthe ftatement of the commiflioners, effetually to carry
‘@  the faid treaty into execution, there will be neceffary for the purchale

of goods, in addition to thofe on hand, and the fum voted by the refolu-
tions of the 18th March laft, 3000 dollars, for the fupport of the com-
mifiioners and others neceflarily attending the treaty, 2000 dollars; and for
the pay of the ofhicers, meffengers, interpreters and artificers, 20cc dollars ;
thata fum will ftill be wanting, to pay for the tranfportation of the goods
to the poit at which the treaty will be held, but that the amount cannot be
precilely alcertained, and muft thercfore be left with the board of treatury,

That it is alfo necefiary a power thould exift to controul all circumftances
which might arife to prevent or difturb the treaty.  That this power fhould
be vetted in the commifiioners, and extend to the confinement of perfons
ani feizure of properiy,” during the treaty, ascircumftances may require.,

When they con{ider the very important interefts which theftates haweesn
the weltern country, and the duties which have already devolved en them
refpefting it ; your committee take the liberty to fuggeft to Congrefs, the
propriety of turning the attention of the commiffioners during their refi-
dence there, to the following obje@s.  Asa friendly commercial intercourfe
between the citizens of the United States, and the feveral tribes of Indians,
nuit always be advantageous to both parties, the committee propofe, that
2s the commiffioners from their being on the ground, will poffefs the necef-
fary knowledge for the purpofe, that they be empowered to make fuch
temporary regulations refpeting the faid trade, as they fhall think expedi-
ent, to be 1 force until repealed, and report the fame to Congrefs,

By the act of celion from the ftate of Virginia, it is ftipulated, ¢ That
ﬂ".e French and C-anaf.g.,qn inhabitantc, _and other {ettlers of the Kaﬂcaﬂzies,

. . :
St. Vincents, and other neighbouring viiages, who have profeffed them-
felves citizens of Virginia, fhall have their pofiefiions and titles confirmed to
them, and be proteéted in the enjoyment of their rightsand Lberties,” To
cir:y this into oifedt, it is neceflary that the origin and extent of theirrights
be fuily afcertained 5 and for chis purpofe the committee propole, that the
commiilioners be wnitruéed toobtain from them, authentic documents there-~
of, and report the {ame to the board of trealury. The ftate ot Virginia
having aifo relinguithed herrisht of jurifdition, and no government being
T yer effablithed over the faid inhabitants and fetders, upon the principles
e S b ey . . . . o .

of tic reloiutions of the 23d of April, 1784, they 4te of courfe fice from
any exprels engagement or alicgiance to the union whatever; The com-
mittee confidering it as highly improper, that any body of men fhould inha-
1: any part of the territory within the Unit.d States without acknowledging
1ts authority; fugoelt that the commiflioners be iaftrufted to adminitter
to the faid inhabizants anoath ofallegiance or fidelity, in the following form.

“Tr "= do folemnly {wear (or athrm) that I will be crueand faith-
ful to the United States of America ; that I renounce all allegiance and de-
pendance upon any foreign prince®dtpotcatare whaticever 3 and that I will,
as becomes a good citizen, as far as in me lics, prote&t and defend the
{u1d United States from all attac':s and invafions from other powers.”

1 hatthey advife and affift them in forming a temporary government
upon the princiyles of faid refolutions, e

The committee being informed from good authonty, that many peopic
have crofled the Ohio, and {fcttled upon the lands of the Uniced States,
are of opinion that unlefs th.s is immcdiately dicountenanced aad mea-
lures taken effefiually to prevent it in fucure, bug licrle dependcence inay
be puton thole lands as a fund for the payment of the public debt, for chis
purpole they propofe that the f'ollowiiig proclamation be iffued and pub-




