
intich as travels, and the description of foreign
eountries, which ' he read with the greatest avidity,

always placing hirnseI4 in idea, in the situation of.
the hero of the tale, and declaring that, as soon as

be should have the direction of hiraself., he- would
make a voyage round the world. It happened that

ILobeftson's Ilistoryl'of America, amongst others,
fell info his bands, which, though hè was shocked
at the barbarities inflicted on the natives, iiiferested
him extremelyý and rnade Iiim earnestly wish to
sce a country, that liad been the scene of sucil
extraordinary exploits; and- where the rivers, the

inountains, and forests, are upon a grander scale
than those in Europe, This work inflarned Ilim

with curiosity to visit the -Indian nations that inham

bit the interior of that extensive continent: fie
longed to sec their warriors, and partake wiîth thern
tbe Pursuits of the chace

-WIlim these wislies engaged bis attention, Mr.
Ilenr Franklin arrived in Eng

gland, and having
bSn unaccustoined to the confinement of domestic

life, and frce from all connexions but his brother,
had no inclination to, sit down inactively at home.
Sgon after bis retUTn a proposal. was made to

him by a nobleman of higli rank, to explore
North America, with a view to,- procure, authentie
iliformation concerninS the customs of the natiVesý
as well as those of the Etiropean settlers,; the
productions of the soil, the animalsý the face of

4he, country and in short, every thine that could
contribute


